UNIVERSITY OF WALES : TRINITY SAINT DAVIDPRIVATE 

SCHOOL OF CULTURAL STUDIES
HISTORICISING TEXTS – READING MEDIEVAL TEXTS (CSEN4006)  SEMESTER 2 - 2012/2013
	LECTURE

MONDAY

5.15 – 6.05 P.M.

LECTURE ROOM 17
	SEMINAR 

	
	GROUP 1
TUESDAY

9.15 – 11.05 A.M
LECTURE ROOM 07
	GROUP 2

FRIDAY

2.15 – 4.05 P.M.

TUCKER THEATRE

	28 JAN
	NO LECTURE
	29 JAN
	1 FEB

	
	
	INTRODUCTION TO THE COURSE
Timetable; Bibliography of Recommended Editions of the Set Texts, and Secondary Reading;

Seminar Groups 1 & 2


	4 FEB
	LECTURE 1
INTRODUCTION TO THE LITERATURE AND HISTORY OF THE MIDDLE AGES, TO THE ROMANCE AND THE LAY, AND TO MARIE DE FRANCE

	5 FEB
	8 FEB

	
	
	LECTURE 2 & SEMINAR 1
THE PROLOGUE TO THE LAIS OF MARIE DE FRANCE

Knowledge, Eloquence, Didacticism, and Authority



	11 FEB
	LECTURE 3 

‘GUIGEMAR’

Character, Eloquence, Plot/Story Structure, Love and Romance

	12 FEB
	15 FEB

	
	
	LECTURE 4 & SEMINAR 2
‘EQUITAN’, ‘LE FRESNE’, AND ‘LAÜSTIC’

Character, Eloquence, Plot/Story Structure, Love and Romance

	18 FEB

	LECTURE 5
CHRÉTIEN DE TROYES, YVAIN (THE KNIGHT WITH THE LION)
Chrétien, and his Romances, in History; Literary History and Criticism of Chrétien’s Romances; Yvain

	19 FEB
	22 FEB

	
	
	SEMINAR 3
CHRÉTIEN DE TROYES, YVAIN (THE KNIGHT WITH THE LION)
Romance Themes, Strands of Chivalry, Character, Plot/Story Structure, Narration, Fiction, Style


	25 FEB – 1 MARCH 

READING WEEK

	4 MARCH
	LECTURE 6
CHRÉTIEN DE TROYES, YVAIN (THE KNIGHT WITH THE LION)
Themes; Chivalry; Ironies; Echoes; the Character of Yvain; Subversion of Romance

	5 MARCH
	8 MARCH

	
	
	SEMINAR 4
YVAIN (THE KNIGHT WITH THE LION)
Courtliness and Churlishness; Chivalry and Revenge; Imprisonment and Entrapment; Love; Nobility; Reconciliation



	11 MARCH
	LECTURE 7
SIR THOMAS MALORY, ‘THE KNIGHT OF THE CART’ IN LE MORTE D’ARTHUR
The Historical Arthur and the Medieval Literary Tradition; Sir Thomas Malory: Authority, Authorship and Historical Identity
	12 MARCH
	15 MARCH

	
	
	SEMINAR 5
MALORY, ‘THE KNIGHT OF THE CART’

The Implied Author and the Real Author: Historical Identity; Biography; Intention; Expression

	18 MARCH
	LECTURE 8
MALORY, ‘THE KNIGHT OF THE CART’

Malory’s Arthurian World: Fellowship and the Strands of Chivalry; Women; Love; Lancelot; Justice, Mercy, Prowess and Faithfulness; Shame and Guilt


	19 MARCH
	22 MARCH

	
	
	SEMINAR 6
MALORY, ‘THE KNIGHT OF THE CART’

Does Lancelot remain faithful to the terms of the Round Table oath? How does the love of Lancelot and Guenivere compare with the quality and character of the love celebrated? How does Lancelot’s Prowess become problematic? Contradictions between the Strands of Chivalry; The Demise of the Fellowship.


	25 MARCH
	LECTURE 9
CHAUCER, ‘THE PARDONER’S PROLOGUE AND TALE’
Introduction to Chaucer; Middle English Language; The Canterbury Tales; ‘The Pardoner’s Prologue’: Sources and Analogues; Structure, Themes, and Style


	26  MARCH
	29 MARCH

	
	
	NO SEMINAR AS 29 MARCH IS GOOD FRIDAY, A PUBLIC HOLIDAY


	28 MARCH – 21 APRIL 

EASTER VACATION

	22 APRIL
	SUBMISSION OF COURSEWORK ESSAY

	22 APRIL
	LECTURE 10
CHAUCER, ‘THE PARDONER’S TALE’

Genre; Sources and Analogues; Narrative Structure; Themes


	23 APRIL
	26 APRIL

	
	
	SEMINAR 7
CHAUCER, ‘THE PARDONER’S PROLOGUE’ 

Structure, Themes, and Style; the Three Sections of the Prologue; Storytelling

‘THE PARDONER’S TALE’

Narrative Structure and Religious Themes



	29 APRIL
	LECTURE 11
THE SECOND SHEPHERD’S PAGEANT
Mystery Play Cycles; Authorship and Authority; the Pageant Route


	30 APRIL
	3 MAY

	
	
	SEMINAR 8
THE SECOND SHEPHERD’S PAGEANT
Secular and Religious Content, Significance and Purpose



	13 – 20 MAY 
EXAMINATION PERIOD


