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THE SPIRAL CURRICULUM

A Spiral curriculum should involve continuously return to topics that have been previously taught
and build onto this knowledge until the learner has achieved to understand the bigger picture.
One key element in this curriculum is when a learner has a feeling or hunch, they have the ability to
explore that hunch and find validation for this feeling (Kincheloe and Horn Jr, 2007 P. 59).

The spiral curriculum will help the process in learning and discovery, Bruner believed that children
of nay age can understand complex ideas with the help of the spiral curriculum.

Each time a child revisits the subject they gain a deeper knowledge (Joseph, P.2, 2021).
Anything that a child should learn would be presented with something they can make sense of to
help them learn. This would slowly move from basic to more abstract ideas for the child (Smidt,
P.86, 2011).
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¢ The Student revistsits a topic, subject or theme mulyiple times during their time in school

. Each time a student revists said theme or topic the complexity will increase

¢ The new knowledge the children learning directly links with the old knowledge and the old
will help give context to the new

THE BENEFITS OF THE CURRICULUM

e Each time a student goes back and revisits the subject they have learnt will be solidified
¢ [talso allows for a student to develop their logical progresssion from simple to complex
. It encourages students to apply their early knowledge later in school

(EPI, 2012)
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THE NEW WELSH CURRICULUM

The new curriculum in wales entails that each school develops their own curriculum
to help them achieve the four purposes of the curriculum with these being,
ambitious, enterprising, ethical and healthy. These are a starting point for schools
and all schools should aim for their students to achieve this. They want children to

e setthemselves high standards and will actively seek to challenge themselve

e They are building knowledge and develop skills to apply that knowledge to other
contexts
. They ask questions and enjoy solving their problems themselves
e They will be able to communicate effectively and in different forms and settings
in both Welsh and English
They will undertake research and evaluate what they have found critically
The Welsh government, 2020. 2017
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SIMILARITIES BETWEEN CURRICULUMS

Both are child based, they focus on the child learning and capabilities
Both build on the child’s knowledge they have previously acquired
They have high standards for children and believe they can learn difficult and complex
ideas
They both allow a child to research and explore their curiosities and develop on their
knowledge themselves
They believe in high standards for children within themselves and within education
They both challenge children’s knowledge and abilities
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e This can be used in early years as a way to introduce more complicated topics in almost
all subjects
e By accessing previous knowledge or building on previous knowledge, this produces
good learning gains for students whatever their age may be (EPI, 2012)
o This will help deepen a child knowledge on previous topics
. Focuses on a child’s abilities and their capabilities
e  Begins with simple ideas a child can understand and as they move up the spiral the
ideas become abstract.
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JEROME BRUNER- THE SPRIAL CURRICULUM
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Jerome Bruner was an American psychologist (
born October 1st 1915) who studied and created
theories on perception and memory learning, his

blindness in his early years created am interest for
this.(APS, 2016) He focused on the cognitive
abilities of children and he influenced the American
school system greatly (Britannica, 2024), He
developed the spiral curriculum from taking
concepts and previous knowledge that have been
structured into physical sciences. Bruner believed
that education is not to import knowledge but to
meet the needs of a child’s thinking and problem-
solving abilities
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