Reflective Report
Due to extenuating circumstances, I am currently repeating my dissertation. I will now outline the progress made with my dissertation in the previous, as well as current academic year.
Progress in the previous academic year 
I started with the dissertation question ‘How is Mary Magdalene portrayed in the four Gospels?’ When doing research, I discovered literature on the misrepresentation of Magdalene throughout history. This made me realize that I wanted to approach the question from a feminist lens with the aim of finding the ‘real’ Magdalene in the New Testament Gospels. However, I struggled to access resources specifically on Magdalene’s portrayal in the Gospels. Consequently, my first proposal was vague, specifically in how I would approach the question from a feminist perspective.   
Hence, my first proposal being undeveloped was an issue which was discussed in my first supervision meeting. To resolve this, I needed to narrow down my topic. A possible way forward was to focus on the characterization of Magdalene in one of the four Gospels.
Therefore, I was sent some scholarship by my supervisor on character and characterization in Luke’s Gospel. Especially beneficial to me was a chapter called, ‘A Woman’s Touch: Manual and Emotional Dynamics of Female Characters in Luke’s Gospel’[footnoteRef:1009] by F Scott Spencer. The chapter highlighted that the actions and responses of female characters, such as Mary the mother of Jesus and Martha and Mary, often coincided with acts of faith. This led the dissertation in the direction of analyzing female characters through the lens of discipleship in the Gospel of Luke. My dissertation question stood at, ‘‘How are Mary the mother of Jesus, Martha and Mary, and Mary Magdalene characterized as faithful believers in the Gospel of Luke?’    [1009:  
F. Scott Spencer, ‘A Woman’s Touch: Manual and Emotional Dynamics of Female Characters in Luke’s Gospel’, in Characters and Characterization in Luke-Acts, eds. F.E. Dicker & J.A. Snyder (London: Bloomsbury, 2016), pp. 73-94.
] 

However, I struggled to find a common thread that would link these female characters. To solve this, I read consulted commentaries, such as The Women’s Bible Commentary.[footnoteRef:23669] This resource helped me to define the overall portrayal of women in Luke from a literary and theological level.  I also read the edited volume, A Feminist Companion to Luke, which included some recent as well as influential studies on women in Luke-Acts.  A significant article in the volume was, ‘Women and Discipleship in Luke’[footnoteRef:19480] by Robert J. Karris. The article highlighted that all the women are portrayed as being faithful hearers and responders to the gospel message. Significantly, hearing and responding to the word is a frequent theme throughout Luke and is vital for correct discipleship (cf. LK 8:15, 11:28). [23669:  Jane D. Schaberg, ‘Gospel of Luke’, in Women’s Bible Commentary, eds. C.A Newson & S.H. Ringe & J.E. Lapsley (Louisville Kentucky: Westminster John Knox Press, 2012), p. 493-511
]  [19480:  
Robert J. Karris ‘Women and Discipleship in Luke’, in A Feminist Companion to Luke, eds. A.J. Levine & M. Blickenstaff (London & New York: Sheffield Academic Press, 2002).
] 

At the time, my dissertation had two aims. The first aim was to examine how Luke portrays the women from a literary perspective through characterization. This would be achieved by performing a textual analysis on key Lukan passages. This would allow me to examine the responses of the women towards Jesus. The second aim was to analyze the women from a feminist perspective. This would be approached from a positive/liberative feminist perspective, with the aim the female characters as model believers. 
Current academic year progress
I began this academic year by reviewing my progress from last year with my supervisor. Ultimately, I concluded that more thought needed to be given to my feminist methodology. I previously noted that my dissertation would be approached from a positive/liberative feminist perspective. However, I did not clearly define what this approach entailed.
Therefore, I consulted some feminist scholarship on Luke. An interesting resource I came across was Holly J. Carey’s book, ‘Women Who Do’,[footnoteRef:11560] which looks at female characters from the theme discipleship. Carey argues that female characters in Luke are emblematic of proper discipleship in comparison to the male disciples who throughout Luke fail to understand Jesus’ message. I also consulted Barbara E. Reid’s article ‘The Gospel of Luke: Friend or Foe of Women Proclaimers of the Word?’ which followed a similar methodological approach.[footnoteRef:975] Specifically useful for my study was how Magdalene was portrayed in contrast to the male disciples. As a result, research questions arose in how the portrayal of the male disciples affects Magdalene’s portrayal. Considering this, I found some scholarship on masculinity in Luke, Unmanly Men: Refiguration's of Masculinity in Luke-Acts, which I will use to help further develop my feminist analysis of Magdalene.[footnoteRef:4180]     [11560:  Holly J. Carey, ‘Female Discipleship in the Gospel of Luke’, in Women Who Do Female Disciples in the Gospels (Eerdmans, 2023).  
]  [975:  Barbara E. Reid, ‘The Gospel of Luke: Friend or Foe of Women Proclaimers of the Word?’ The Catholic Biblical Quarterly, vol. 78, no. 1 (2016), p. 1–23.
]  [4180:  Brittany E. Wilson Unmanly Men: Refiguration's of Masculinity in Luke-Acts (Oxford: Academic Press, 2015).   
] 

Therefore, my positive/liberative feminist approach will include a comparative gender study through the lens of discipleship. I will analyze how Luke portrays female characters in comparison to male figures.  
In examining Mary, the mother of Jesus, I will primarily focus on Luke’s first two chapters. I aim to articulate how Jesus’ mother is characterized as a steadfast believer who obediently contemplates and responds to the word. I aim to contrast Mary’s positive portrayal in the annunciation (LK1:26-38) with Zechariah’s questioning response (Lk: 1:5-25).[footnoteRef:3468]  [3468:  Turid S. K The Double Message: Patterns of Gender in Luke-Acts (Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 1994).    
] 

The chapter on Martha and Mary will focus on Lk 10:38-42. The chapter aims to argue that unlike Mary the mother of Jesus and Mary Magdalene, Martha and Mary are not characterized in contrast to any male characters. Instead, Luke pits the two women against one another in their responses to Jesus to highlight two kinds of discipleship; servitude (Martha) and listening (Mary). An important scholar for this discussion will be Jenifer S. Wyant, who also proposes that 10:38-42 is emblematic of discipleship, and is not about gender roles.[footnoteRef:15120]    [15120:  Jenifer S. Wyant ‘Beyond Mary or Martha: Reclaiming Ancient Models of Discipleship’, in A Feminist Companion to Luke, eds. A.J Levine & M. Blickenstaff (London & New York: Sheffield Academic Press, 2002).
] 

My chapter on Mary Magdalene will aim to argue that Magdalene is portrayed as a loyal disciple who continues to serve Jesus (LK 8:1-3). The chapter will note how Magdalene's faithfulness to the word is enhanced in comparison to the male disciples who do not believe the women in their admission of Jesus’ resurrection (LK 24).[footnoteRef:1363]  [1363:  Maria L. Rigato, ‘‘Remember’’...Then They Remembered’: Luke 24.6-8’, In A Feminist Companion to Luke, eds. A.J. Levine & M. Blickenstaff (London & New York: Sheffield Academic Press, 2002).
] 

However, as my dissertation has progressed, emerging themes throughout my work have made me realise that my dissertation question needs revising. My dissertation question will need to include important themes such as gender and discipleship. As discussed with my supervisor, the research question will be revised at a later stage.    
I am currently at the stage of writing my dissertation. Admittedly, last year I struggled with time management. However, this year I have made sure to follow my project plan to keep on track. Notably, I have sent a rough draft of my chapter on Magdalene to my supervisor. The feedback given by my supervisor highlighted that at times my comparative gendered approach to the question was unclear. Therefore, to resolve this, I need to frequently refer to my methodology throughout the chapter to pinpoint to the reader how my gendered comparative approach has led to my findings. My next step will be to rewrite my chapter on Magdalene, taking on this feedback. 





















Project plan
	Work done in the previous academic year 
	September 2024-May 2025
	· Discuss with potential supervisor research topics
· Choose dissertation topic/question
· Further research dissertation topic-consolidate readings 
· Write first proposal to submit (including bibliography)
· Supervisor meeting to discuss first proposal 
· Use feedback from supervisor meeting - narrow down/broaden topic 
· Continue extensive reading
· Assert final dissertation question
· Reading/planning for chapter 1


	This academic year (2025-2026)
	September
	· Review work done in the previous academic year
· Layout my Project Plan 
· Define my methododology

	
	October
	· Write draft of chapter 1 (extra reading) 
· Send to supervisors to review 
· Have supervisor meeting to discuss draft

	
	November 
	· Write reflective report- see progress so far
Submit reflective report by deadline-21st November 2025

	
	December 
	· Have supervisor meeting to discuss progress 
· Use any feedback from supervisor meeting going forward in the writing process

	
	January 
	
· Use feedback to make changes on my first chapter
· Finalize my research question
· Write final of chapter
· Reading/planning for chapter 2
· Write draft of chapter 2 (extra reading) 
· Send to supervisors to review
· Have supervisor meeting to discuss draft  
· Use feedback to make changes 
· Write final of chapter 2


	
	February
	· Reading/planning for chapter 3
· Write a draft of chapter 3 (extra reading). 
· Send to supervisors to review 
· Have supervisor meeting to discuss draft 
· Use feedback to make changes
· Write final of chapter 3

	
	March 
	· Prep for oral dissertation presentation (create PowerPoint and write the presentation speech). 
· Practice presenting/reading presentation aloud
· Give oral dissertation presentation
· Submit PowerPoint presentation by deadline-17th March 2026
· Have supervisor meeting to discuss progress
· Write draft introduction (up to 1,000 words) 
· Send draft introduction to supervisors to review 
· Rewrite and organize introduction using feedback from supervisors
· Proofread final introduction

	
	April
	· Write draft conclusion (at least 500 words)
· Send draft conclusion to supervisors to review 
· Rewrite conclusion using feedback from supervisors 
· Proofread conclusion 
· Attach bibliography to final submission

	
	May
	· Final meeting with supervisors to discuss final draft 
· Rewrite any changes using feedback from supervisors 
· Final review (check spelling, punctuation, grammar and layout of bibliography).
· Submit final dissertation by deadline-7th May 2026
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