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History of Islamic Education
[bookmark: _GoBack]The very first verse of the Quran revealed to Prophet Muhammad, in the year 610 CE, was the instruction to read;

“Read in the name of thy Lord who Created, who Created man from something which clings. Read and your Lord is the most Noble, He who taught by the pen, taught man that which he knew not.” Quran 96:1-5

From that time on education and learning became a principle element of the Islamic faith creating a symbiotic relationship. 

It was in Medina that the first centre of Islamic learning, the school, was established as part of the Prophets Mosque in 653, Zaimeche (2002). As mosques in Muslim communities started to grow advanced system of education was introduced, and overtime, Mosques evolved into centres, where studying and teaching became full time professions. Some of the larger centres were later to become universities. The universities of Muslim Spain, particularly those of Granada, Seville and Cordoba, which evolved from mosques, were held in the highest esteem in the world. Many of these institutions exist today, and some of these are considered to be the oldest universities in the world. 






Islamic Education in Britain
As a result of the growing Muslim population and the need for a more secular style of education, but based on Islamic principles and ethos, Islamic faith schools have slowly grown in the UK. Today there are over 100 independent Islamic faith schools which are not state funded, OSI (2005). The total number of state funded faith schools is 6,813 and of this only 27 are Muslim schools, Long & Bolton (2017). According to the to the OSI report majority of Muslim children, which is in excess of 75%, attend a community school.

According to the Office for National Statistics the UK population stands at 65.6million and the Muslim population, according to the 2011 Census is approximately 3m, representing nearly 5% of the population. As the Muslim population increases in the UK, which according to Rudgard (2017) is set to triple in the next 30years, the demand for Muslim faith schools will increase. Also, with the rising professional profiles of Muslims and the general increase in wealth, the expectation,  demands and standard of education of these schools are also increasing. 

Benefits of Islamic Education in Britain
It is well established that there are many benefits of a culturally diverse society. Therefore, meeting the cultural, social as well as religious needs of Muslims will only increase those benefits if planned and managed within the right framework. The UNESCO International Institute for Educational Planning recognises this and provides a detailed framework for managing educational programmes, Inglis (2008). It is also recognised that ethnic groups contributes to the society in many different ways, ranging from business, education, hospitality, IT and tourism. For example, as reported by Rodionova (2016), the curry industry, which is dominated by the Bangladeshi community, contributes £4bn to the UK treasury. As we live in a global economy the benefits of cultural diversity is also recognised in the work place as each ethnic group are able to bring particular skill sets. 

In the current modern society it is recognised, according to a Government survey as reported by Gray (2009),  that the community spirit is dying in the UK and that Britain is a “broken society”. This survey showed that the loss of respect, drink & drugs, public safety, and anti-social behaviour are the main concerns of the majority of people. As Islam provides a complete way of life for Muslims and is also able to specifically address these issues, there is therefore, much to be gained from Islamic education and faith schools for the wider society.

Case Study
The Medway towns located in Kent, has an overall population of 263,925 residents based on the 2011 Census. The Muslims represent 2% of this population at 5,196, doubling from the population in the 2001 Census. This represents the fastest rate of increase of any ethnic community. This small community is served by six Mosques; two Bangladeshi, three Pakistani and one Shia providing places for worship and well as basic elementary education. In addition there are also a number of Islamic educational centres run privately, both by individuals and groups. The demand for Islamic education even within this small community is increasing, but to gain the full effectiveness of this education in the wider community and society, it needs to be recognised, supported and managed within the right framework.







Conclusion
There is an immense opportunity for Islamic faith schools to bring about much benefit for society. It must be recognised that Muslims play a significant role contributing to society and the welfare of the community. The evidence is only just becoming clear of the impact of faith schools, but more studies are needed to see the benefits in the wider context. As reported by Davidson (2017) two Islamic faith schools have just been ranked in the top three in the country – knocking down grammars for the first time.
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