Why does heritage matter?
Heritage influences the lives of many people, cultures and environments. This essay will examine the reasons why heritage matters, as well as the influence from academic sources and information from UNESCO, and it will include personal perspectives of the issues surrounding heritage and how these correlate with the examples given by scholars.
To begin the essay, it is important to understand what heritage means. Heritage has many different definitions; one includes work from Marie Cornu who suggests that heritage can be defined by the relationship it has within a group (Cornu, 2014). This is important because for heritage to be compelling to people it must resonate with the community and the history that is contained within the tangible and intangible heritage. Heritage is also defined by UNESCO as tangible objects and intangible heritage which is embedded in history (UNESCO, 2024). Tangible means that it is items such as artefacts, objects or buildings within a collection (UNESCO, 2024). Intangible means that heritage is representing communities, traditional and inclusive, this means that it could be information from the past generation that has been presented through time (UNESCO, 2024). Despite the differences of tangible and intangible heritage, both have significant meaning to heritage and how they hold history, whether this is from an object or representing communities. This suggests that heritage is in every element of the world, meaning that it has universal significance as it is carried though the majority of everything. This is exemplified by Steve Slack, who states “heritage is everywhere – it is in our collections, museums, properties and landscapes” (Slack, 2021, p. 25). 
Within heritage, there is an element called cultural heritage which is significant to include in discussing why heritage matters. UNSECO describes cultural heritage as tangible and intangible heritage which can be used together to make up cultural heritage as one (UNESCO 2024).  As stated in Veysel Apaydin’s work, they mention that “cultural heritage generally keeps its importance, however - particularly tangible heritage, because it provides both grounds and resources for constructing collective identity” (Apaydin, 2020). This suggests that cultural heritage is vastly important to keeping heritage going for identity of future generations. An example of cultural heritage would be Blenheim Palace in Oxfordshire which contains a rich environment for tangible and intangible heritage. It has the tangible aspect of heritage with the preservation of objects, monuments and the buildings on this site, as well as the intangible aspect, which contains the location and the history of the place. 
Jan Borowiecki’s work also discusses cultural heritage; they state that “broadly defined, cultural heritage encompasses the extraordinarily rich and valuable tangible objects and materials in the collections of cultural institutions” (Borowiecki, 2016). This suggests that heritage is vastly important to the general public because it contains the history of a nation through individual objects and materials. This shows that Borowiecki has a deep understanding of the notion of heritage and how significant this can be to people who are interested in the various objects, although he does not mention intangible heritage, only the tangible aspect. However, Veysel Apaydin includes the intangible and states that “heritage is a vehicle of communication, a means of transmission of ideas, values and knowledge, which includes the tangible and intangible of both cultural and natural heritage” (Apaydin, 2020, p. 2). The description of heritage being a vehicle of communication means that it can teach people the elements of the past and of history that is held within the tangible and intangible aspects of heritage. The example of heritage having cultural and natural input means that heritage can be an object or a piece of memory that has been passed down through generations.
Researchers believe that heritage is important because it appears to be in every element of life, whether this is from the past, present or what will be the future; heritage is classed as being important for people to gather and remember. UNESCO mention that “heritage is a valuable factor for empowering local communities and enabling vulnerable groups to participate fully in social and cultural life” UNESCO (2024). This relates to different communities having different heritage to each other, which means that heritage matters to people, no matter what area they live and come from. It mentions that heritage can empower local communities which could suggest that it is significant for each individual of their own heritage which then builds a collective. However, this can be a daunting thing for communities as their information is shown for the world to see; this is recognised in Paul Shackel’s work where he states, “the scale of heritage may also be a concern for communities” (Shackel, 2011). This could mean that even though heritage is important to recognise, sometimes it is best to keep things hidden away.
An example of heritage mattering to the community is the Black Country Living Museum in Dudley, Wolverhampton. This location has heritage and history combined into one site, this is because they have relocated buildings to ensure that the heritage and history of a community is saved and in one place. Heritage through the Black Country Living Museum is extensive because it contains tangible items such as buildings, location and objects, as well as intangible elements such as the personal history surrounding the site and the people that had lived their lives there previously (Black Country Living Museum 2024). The importance of heritage in this site is fully recognised because they encourage schools and trips for many people to come and visit to experience the place which contains so much history and heritage.
Heritage can be very significant to teach to the younger generations. In 2019 Ofsted recognised that heritage and history is an integral part of learning for students and without it their studies would not be complete so put heritage into the teaching guides; (Historic England, 2024). This suggests that heritage matters to the extent that people would like to educate the younger generation to understand the subject area better in their history classes.
From a personal perspective, heritage is important to preserve because it holds memory of the past for the future generations to have. It matters to many people due to the importance of the tangible and intangible heritage, meaning that it could be an item that has been handed down from generation to generation, or it could be a place that has been preserved to engage people in the history. The intangible side means it might be a history of a person in their family that has been passed down to the current generation to share throughout the community. This matters immensely because it means people can learn from the past and the perspective of first-hand experiences.
In conclusion, heritage appears to be important to people who have not had access to scholarly input as well as people who are influenced by the educational system. Looking at examples from UNESCO and scholarship, it is apparent that heritage does matter greatly to a wide range of people. An important fact to note is the teaching of the younger generations in school, meaning that heritage truly does matter to entrust to future generations. 
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