

Research proposal

· Topic title – domestic violence against women – investigating the affects of domestic violence on women and the process of the police investigation to the crown prosecution service. 

Draft research title question – 
I am going to focusing my research on domestic violence against women. Working for South Wales Police for 2 years I have seen an excess amount of domestic violence reports to the police. Domestic violence effects hundreds and thousands of women daily throughout the UK. I will be researching how domestic violence reports has increased, is this due to women having more support to report these issues or is there a general increase in domestic violence or is the reporting of this the same as previous years. I will be discussing the police approach to domestic violence incidents, how the police respond and support women up to the court process. I will be explaining the court progress and how they work with women to ensure they support the prosecution and ensure safeguarding for women.

Summary of research - 
This report is going to be focused on the topic of domestic violence due to the volume and seriousness of domestic violence towards women, there are thousands of domestic violence victim in the UK I will be discussing what domestic violence is, reports of domestic violence to the police, the police process when dealing with domestic violence and the crown prosecution service respond to domestic violence cases. I will be discussing the increase of domestic violence, the increase in police reports and the success rates of domestic violence cases through the crown prosecution service. I will be discussing special measures for the court process and how women victims are supported throughout and if there is enough support for women and how this support can be improved. 

Theoretical content- 

In 2023, it is reported that 2.1 million women over the age of 16 have experienced domestic violence in England and Wales. It is explained that just under 1 million of these incidents are reported to the police, exactly 889,918 were reported in the year of 2023. (Office for National Statistics, 2023). The Office of National Statistics states that 51,288 of these reports have had a successful prosecution. This has decreased from the previous year 2022 by just under 2,000. I will discuss why the success rate of domestic violence prosecutions has decreased. It was reported by the Office of National Statistics that 1.7 million estimations of women victims of domestic violence in the year 2022. This has increased to 2.1 million in the year 2023. Therefore, an estimation of 400,000 more victims. (Office of National Statistics, 2022). 
On the Police UK website there is a section which focuses on domestic violence victims reporting the crime to the police. How they report the crime, what happens when they report the crime, how they will be update throughout the process and court process, what is expected from the domestic violence victim (Police UK, 2024). The police process is to attend domestic incidents at the earliest possible stage, if the report comes through to the police terminal the aim is to contact the victim within 24 hours. If the victim is in immediate danger the response time is 15 – 30 minutes. 
Police attend incidents involving domestic violence as a priority and focus on safeguarding the victim. Police have access to all previous reports to have a good understanding of the victim and those involved before attending the incident. Domestic violence Markers are considered and if the victim is subject to MARAC. This will all have a role in the process of how the police respond to the incident. The victim will be thoroughly explained the process of reporting the domestic violence and what happens after the report (College of policing, 2024). The police will explain the court process to the victim and outline key aspects of this, this includes, providing a statement, submitting referrals for support, outlining special measures, the support from external partners for example, Women’s aid and IDVA, how the victim will be updated and overall, what is expected from the victim. This can be an overwhelming process for a lot of victims suffering for domestic violence therefore it is key that time and consideration is taken with each and every victim to ensure they are fully supported throughout (College of Policing, 2024). 

Summary of research – 

Overall summary of the research is to focus on domestic violence against women, focus on how these women report the abuse to the police, how the police respond to the report and how the police use a tactical and strategic approach when dealing with incidents relating to domestic violence and how police support the victim when taking the investigation to the crown prosecution service. I will be using academic sources to support my findings. I will discuss support offered to victims through external agencies and how the court proceedings are investigated. This will include Victim focus, women’s aid, refuge, IDVA, restraining orders, special measures etc. 
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