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INTRODUCTION 

Professional policing includes the services which are upheld by the police officers and other staff roles of police in order to regulate the police services in UK. The police officers irrespective of their rank are seen to hold the office of constable which grants powers to detect, prevent and investigate about the crime. In UK, policing includes the primary duties such as protection of life and property with preservation of peace and prevention and detection of various criminal offences. Under the British model of policing, the officers are seen to exercise their powers with the police that depict the consent of public (Welsh, 2022). The Magistrates are known to be volunteers who are seen to hear the cases in courts such as criminal courts, family courts or both. This report will cover the advantages and disadvantages of Magistrates while exercising their jurisdiction in courts. 

TASK 
What is a magistrate?


According to Section 16(3) of Justices of the Peace Act, 1979 magistrates and justice of the peace are people who sit in tribunals or benches which consists of not more than three members. Generally, a bench is seen to comprise of two members while investigating a trial of a case in order to determine the verdict of a case. If there are two magistrates while deciding a case and have some kind of disagreement then it is very essential to do retrial of case (Chamberlain, .et.al 2021). As in the case  of Bagg v Colquhoun (1904) 1KB 554 retrial is done by the magistrates 
A discussion about magistrates in the United Kingdom.


In United Kingdom, magistrates are seen to trial simpler kind of offences but also send cases of serious kind of cases such as rape, murder to the Crown Court for trial and even determine applications for bail with enforcement of payment of fines and even grant of search warrants with the right to entry applications for utility companies such as gas and electricity. The magistrates have the right to impose a maximum sentence of almost twelve months of imprisonment with imposing of an unlimited fine. They are generally seen to be working in civil jurisdiction in order to deal with the cases of family with payments of tax and enforcement of child support. 
What are their main responsibilities?

A magistrate is seen to be dealing with remand applications with conducts early administrative hearings and even issues search warrants and warrants for arrest. Since 2015, a single magistrate is seen to handle the 'single justice procedure' criminal cases where defendants are seen to be guilty of offences with no response to summons (Powell and Block,  2022). A magistrate who speaks openly in court is formally known as presiding justice and is informally known as chairman or presiding justice. The magistrates who are sitting on wither side of chairman are known as wingers. They deal with less serious serious offences which comprises of minor theft, common assault, public disorder,  motoring offences and other cases of criminal damage. 
Thesis


In 18th century, magistrates were known to be the members of landed gentry. As in accordance with the need of a diverse and professional magistracy, there was establishment of first paid professional magistrate who are appointed in the year of 1813. The magistrate were seen to be differentiated on the basis of the powers endowed by them where the most important power was imperium, which was seen to be held by consults who were the Chief magistrates and also by Praetors who were subordinate to the chief magistrates and given the second highest ranking as ordinary magistrate. 


The origin of title justice of peace was derived from the earlier time of 1361 which was during the reign of Edward III. The enforcement of Act of 1327 was considered to be good and lawful men who were required to be appointed in each and every country for achievement of title of 'guard the peace'. These magistrate or Justice of peace are seen to be gain the power from enforcement of Justice of Peace Act, 1361 which is binding on the unruly persons to execute the good behaviour of people in the society. 
Court closures 

Since 2010, in England and Wales, it was seen that there were more than half of  magistrates courts which were closed that was mainly due to police, lawyers, justices, witnesses, defendants and justices of peace who had to travel to longer distances which was more than 50 miles in order to provide justice to people. 


The House of Commons Library had revealed the data of full scale of closures of magistrates (Leung, 2020). After the enforcement of power of coalition government in 2010, there were about 162 of 323 magistrates courts in England and Wales which had endured a loss of 50.2% of the estate. The latest closure was seen to be by the Maidenhead magistrates court in the constituency of Prime Minister. 
Characteristics 

The characteristics which are required to be a magistrate in England and Wales are:
· Good character – A magistrate is required to endure a very good and appropriate behaviour as in adherence with respect and trust among others. 
· Social awareness – The magistrates are required to be well acknowledged with rules and orders of society in order to portray a good understanding of its local communities with better understanding of various effects of crime.  
· Maturity and sound temperament – A magistrate is required to work in accordance with the ability to win over others and have a mature mindset for a sound and stable judgement. 
· Commitment and reliability – Magistrates are required to have a strong will for serving the community in order to be reliable for delivery of appropriate justice to the concerned victims of crime. 
· Understanding and communication – A magistrate is required to understand and identify the documents which are in relation of appropriate facts of a case for delivery of quick and effective justice. 
· Sound judgement – A magistrate is required to be logical in order to understand the aspects of law for a considerable and appropriate decision (Ward and Spence, 2022). They are required to logically address the legal implications of law for a sound and effective judgement. 
You must include evidence of any other advantages or disadvantages.

Advantages

· Local knowledge – The appropriate knowledge of the local area with local acts and activities of local communities with representation of interests and concerns of community are empowered by magistrate. 
· Lay involvement – The participation of public in the justice system is also undertaken by a magistrate.
· Balanced view – A balanced view can only be gained by a bench of three magistrates which helps in delivering an effective and sound judgement.
· Cost – As magistrates are referred to be volunteers of justice, so they are seen to be less expensive and relatedly cheap, although they are seen to take longer than other professional judges while making a decision or giving a judgement. 
Disadvantages 

· Inconsistent – The magistrates are seen to be very slow in the process of delivery of judgement and even slower in the process of determining of verdict as in comparison to a professional district judge who is seen to take less time while deciding a case or delivering a judgement.
· Bias towards the police – The magistrates and police officers are known to be very acquainted with each other as they come in regular contact with each other while police officers bring out the criminals in court (Campbell, 2020). So, there are higher chances of favouring each other while delivering any kind of judgement which is especially related to them. 
· Not representative – Generally, it is seen that magistrates are more of from middle class families and not from professional backgrounds which portrays a very negative influence with disabling of representation from them. 
Reform


The judicial system of UK undertakes the reforms in the judicial system by handling of criminal cases in an appropriate manner where the application of laws helps in preventing the practice of sati with motivation for remarriage of widows in the earlier times, In 1850, there was establishment of new law which helped in making the English law quite easier and simpler. 
CONCLUSION 

From the above report it is concluded that, magistrate is an official trusted person who is empowered with administration of laws with ruling of a principal official who exercises the governmental powers over a nation. A magistrate is requited to have a good character with characteristics of sound judgement with social awareness, maturity, commitment, reliability and an understandable nature. The advantages of magistrate includes local knowledge, balanced view, cost and lay involvement and disadvantages includes inconsistency, not representative and bias ness towards the police. 
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