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Discuss the range of factors that influence children’s behaviour positive and negative in the learning environment.
It is of great importance to imply that children are all different and the range of factors that affect the classroom or learning environment is greater than one essay and can vary from number of students in the classroom, noise level, pastoral care, individual experiences, teacher relationships, homelife. In this essay I will split it into two sections which are classroom factors that influence behaviour and homelife that influences the personality that is brought into the learning environment (Carlson MJ et al Cocoran ME, 2001)
Children’s behaviour is reliant on many factors in and outside school that are controlled such as routine/structure, food and water needs, level of outdoor activities, time, diet. Factors also can be uncontrollable such as big life changes or big changes of circumstances, sleep quality, fears, development age, expressing emotions, learning needs or individuality. (Pragmatic Parent, 2021). In this essay the community and financial aspect will be discussed such as “Children in low-income households do less well than their better-off peers” (Kerris Cooper et al Kitty Stewart, 2013) 

The relationship between classroom staff and pupils is mandatory for both pastoral role and also to encourage positivity in regard to behaviour and leadership to the children. It is clear to say that a good relationship minimises behaviour problems as the children are happy and comfortable learning disregarding the small hurdles that may arise. (Boynton, M et al Boyton, C, 2016). To obtain this it would be necessary to avoid making a child feel awkward when they behave badly, acknowledging their feeling or actions, fair and consistent (Boynton, M et al Boyton, C, 2016). A negative relationship would result in frustrated children that want to do well and the children who have little respect will end up behaving badly and so the lessons will not be effective. 

Rewarding children for their achievements and most importantly for their efforts is a great factor to encourage positive behaviour within the classroom. It is possible to state that rewarding had many tactics to promote positivity equally to have a big downfall if its not perused correctly. After great efforts and positive behaviour its mandatory to reward and acknowledge resulting in it less likely to happen again (CDC 2019). The more consistent and frequent the rewards in the right places the more positivity or acts you will start to see. There is a clear downfall to this that can influence a bad behaviour as Nicola Marshall explains that some children with negative homelife or behaviour in general see themselves as “THEY ARE BAD” purposefully behaving negatively after receiving a reward for positivity (Marshall, N No Date). It is important to highlight that a very low esteem child or child that has suffered a trauma can react negatively rewarding in from of the class or in from of other, vary much like giving a child a row with a crowed which creates embarrassment (Marshall, N No Date). It is possible that the child will lose the respect for the teacher or will act negatively to ensure that they will not have that attention again. 

Creating structure is a huge factor that effects the child in the learning environment and for home life. Disagreeing with the fact that children’s home life effects school life is incompetent therefore its essential that school provide support for the child inside and outside school for example pastoral support. Structure at school and home is important as it exercises cognitive Development, independence, coping skills and success (Stropes, A 2019). The cognitive skills are the core skills the brain uses which is important for the brain development, a lack of structure means poor amounts of sleep and daily practice use of the brain resulting in a loss of information that can be remembered, learnt and read due to the lack of factors (Stropes, A 2019). Independence and coping skills are needed for positive learning environment as having other people do everything for you does not result in you acquiring skills and learning, no sense of control or direction in what they are doing. When negative situations arise it’s important that they can cope to battle through and proceeds to strengthen themselves for the future and overcome barriers (Stropes, A 2019). A lack of structure will result in negative behaviour learning environment as children can’t learn and fell left behind, unable to cope and can’t stay in lessons or concentrate, see no success at the other skills have failed so school structure and even structure at home is necessary for a positive learning environment. 

Pastoral care is a strong factor that covers many of the points that have already noted. Stablishing good pastoral care makes the wellbeing of the child better, positive mind, better attendance, better opportunities, structure, effective learning and happiness wanting to attend school This creates a positive environment as the child feels safe, happy and can pressure a structure with the befits mentioned (Ojewunmi T, B 2019). 

Additional Learning Needs is a factor hasn’t and still isn’t perused accordingly creating a whole class negative behaviour environment or individual pupil. The re-search into these learning needs has opened up more and more interventions in helping children learn. The good schools guide states “schools have to make reasonable adjustments” implying we can adjust the way the lessons are taught and dealing with hurdles differently to other children in the class (The good schools guide, no date). Every child is different no matter if they have a diagnosis or not, this creates a positive learning environment for all the children as their respect is gained, understood and their learning is effective. Negative examples of mis communicating with an additional learning needs child could result in them flustered as you shout at them and they explode with frustration leaving the rest of the children feeling negative creating a negative environment for the whole class. To the individual they will not behave correctly if they do not understand, sensory issues ignored, clear instructions Applied Behaviour Alanasis, no date). It is possible that the actual room will create a positive environment for a child such as a room with blank walls and sound proofed workstation away from others.

Fully supporting student on their education journey is key in regard to having a Teaching Assistant/Learning Support Assistant in the classroom, helpful framework, Emotional Learning Support Assistants, family and friends that understand how the positive impact a positive learning environment has for behavior and learning (Waldman, C 2016). This one factor has a major effect on the children’s confidence and higher self-esteem within the environment making them comfortable to express themselves, though asking questions, achieving good marks, motivated, learn effectively and have mutual effect from their peers. Children will value themselves and are very likely to have a growth mindset, extremely important to their success and improvements and to learn from their mistakes (Cunningham, B EdM). Children who have a low self-esteem are likely to lose interest in learning, feel angry, sad or frustrated, hard time keeping friends and self-defeating. The negativity has a very high chance of causing negative behavior with the child resulting in a negative learning environment, unable to ask when misunderstood or simply giving up before starting tasks, resulting in causing a disruption to the classroom staff and other peers (Cunningham, B EdM).

The last factor that will be discussed is discipline. It is of great importance that there are rules, boundaries, and consequences to certain actions that the child peruses. In the Authors experience he has encountered a school that isolates children when they overstep the limits or boundaries that the school sets. From isolating a child that has low self-esteem, defeatist attitude, not interested and get angry or frustrated will result in making the behavior worse due to them achieving the perfect conditions that their mindset is in. Learning in this environment is totally negative and has no outcome for the child to peruse to behave positively or create a positive learning environment and so they will not improve “Potentially drive even more challenging behavior” (Sellgren, K 2020). It is important to include that punishment or discipline isn’t a negative aspect of a learning environment. An example that is strong is having time out to calm down and re-evaluate the situation and behavior, sitting the child next to his friend but away from other friends or seating plan. 

Direction is important to children as they mature and gather experience, it’s important that they understand how to behave in order to keep themselves happy and working effectively alongside the community of the world. This essay concludes how important the school experience is for the children’s future experiences.
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