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Jerome Bruner's spiral curriculum Theory

Ianto Davies (2317125)
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Introducing Jerome Bruner's Theory

• This theory implies that teaching and 
learning revisit key concepts such as 
mathematics and many other topics that are 
revisited over time.

• Increasing depth after being introduced to a 
new topic and increasing 
the complexity further down the line.

• Mathematics is a good example of how to 
describe his work.

Ianto Davies (2317125)
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Examples of his Theories

▪ Children may start with simple mathematic skills such as adding and subtraction in early education. These ideas would be covered again in 

later years of education, but with an increased level of complexity when students were introduced to algebra, fractions, multiplication, 

and division.

▪ "Curriculum should be thought of not as a static list of subjects to be learned, but as sequences of experience through which the learner 

gradually comes to grasp the structure of the subject matter." (Bruner, 1960, p. 28)

Bruner believed that children learn through structure and not through a “list of 
subjects to be learned”

Ianto Davies (2317125)
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My Educated opinion of Bruner's Theory

▪ I personally agree with elements of Jerome Bruner's theory of a spiral curriculum as his theory promotes teachers and 

educators to scaffold teach to pupils by being able to come back to work covered previously and further build on the 

skills pupils have already gained at a lower level of complexity.

▪ I personally believe this also fosters and develops critical thinking skills and helps pupils to apply previous knowledge and 

understanding into new work.

▪ Bruner thought it was important to expand on the prior knowledge and experiences of students. He states, "The 

curriculum should be designed to spiral in increasing depth and sophistication over the years, always building upon the 

child's earlier experiences and understandings" (Bruner, 1960, p. 34).
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Comparison to other Theorists
▪ I personally think, Maria Montessori and Jerome Bruner have two very 

unique approaches to their teaching and learning, but also hold a few 
similarities throughout their theories.

▪ She wrote, "The greatest sign of success for a teacher... is to be able to 
say, 'The children are now working as if I did not exist'" (Montessori, 
1967, P. 88).

▪ Bruner believed that students learn best when they are actively 
engaged in the learning process and encouraged to explore and make 
connections between ideas. According to Bruner, a teacher should act 
as a guide or facilitator to help students on their educational journey. 
He said (Bruner, 1977, p. 56) "Teaching is the canny art of intellectual 
temptation".

▪ She stated, "The teacher's task is not to talk, but to prepare and arrange 
a series of motives for cultural activity in a special environment made 
for the child" (Montessori, 1967, p. 239).

▪ Ianto Davies (2317125)
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How can the Spiral Curriculum be used in 
classrooms

▪ Bruner believed that the spiral curriculum could be effectively used in classrooms to 

help promote learning efficiently, Bruner thought it was important to expand on the 

prior knowledge and experiences of students.

▪ "The curriculum should be designed to spiral in increasing depth and sophistication over 

the years, always building upon the child's earlier experiences and understandings" 

(Bruner, 1960, p. 34).

▪ By adding hands-on activities individually or as a group this would boost engagement 

and learning amongst pupils. He has also stated, "We begin with the hypothesis that any 

subject can be taught effectively in some intellectually honest form to any child at any 

stage of development" (Bruner, 1960, p. 9).
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▪ "We should not expect simple tests to probe the 
complex achievements of growing minds" (Bruner, 
1966, p. 75).

▪ Critics also point to the potential mismatch between 
the spiral curriculum and the diverse learning needs of 
students. Some learners may require more time or 
support to grasp certain concepts, while others may 
progress more quickly.

▪ "Any subject can be taught effectively in some 
intellectually honest form to any child at any stage of 
development" (Bruner, 1960, p. 9).

▪ Theorists theories will always be contested as it is a 
theory and not everyone works the same way, I believe 
every pupil and child are totally different and can't 
always all learn the same, because of this I sit on the 
fence and cannot lean one way or the other.

▪ Ianto Davies (2317125)
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Future implications of 
Burner’s spiral curriculum

▪ "teaching is the cunning art of intellectual 
temptation." Bruner (1977, p. 56) According to 
Bruner's idea, it is important to instill a love of 
learning in children and provide them the 
resources they require to become self sufficient 
learners.

▪ According to Bruner (1966, p. 17), "To 
understand is to invent" Students are 
encouraged to use higher thinking abilities 
including analysis and evaluation through the 
spiral curriculum. By following Bruner’s spiral 
curriculum theory, he believes a wider range of 
thinking skills can be obtained by following his 
theory.

▪ Ianto Davies (2317125)
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▪ Ianto Davies' Presentation and notes link

https://uowtsd-

my.sharepoint.com/personal/2317125_student_uwtsd_ac_uk/Documents/Recordings/ianto%20Da

vies%20PP-20240221_125646-Meeting%20Recording.mp4?web=1&referrer=Teams.TEAMS-

WEB&referrerScenario=MeetingChicletGetLink.view.view

Jerome Bruner’s spiral curriculum theory.docx

https://uowtsd-my.sharepoint.com/personal/2317125_student_uwtsd_ac_uk/Documents/Recordings/ianto%20Davies%20PP-20240221_125646-Meeting%20Recording.mp4?web=1&referrer=Teams.TEAMS-WEB&referrerScenario=MeetingChicletGetLink.view.view
https://uowtsd-my.sharepoint.com/personal/2317125_student_uwtsd_ac_uk/Documents/Recordings/ianto%20Davies%20PP-20240221_125646-Meeting%20Recording.mp4?web=1&referrer=Teams.TEAMS-WEB&referrerScenario=MeetingChicletGetLink.view.view
https://uowtsd-my.sharepoint.com/personal/2317125_student_uwtsd_ac_uk/Documents/Recordings/ianto%20Davies%20PP-20240221_125646-Meeting%20Recording.mp4?web=1&referrer=Teams.TEAMS-WEB&referrerScenario=MeetingChicletGetLink.view.view
https://uowtsd-my.sharepoint.com/personal/2317125_student_uwtsd_ac_uk/Documents/Recordings/ianto%20Davies%20PP-20240221_125646-Meeting%20Recording.mp4?web=1&referrer=Teams.TEAMS-WEB&referrerScenario=MeetingChicletGetLink.view.view
https://uowtsd-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/personal/2317125_student_uwtsd_ac_uk/Documents/Jerome%20Bruner%E2%80%99s%20spiral%20curriculum%20theory.docx?d=w22cc656a0dbc4c22b88a79c0902e0850&csf=1&web=1&e=EcrtcP
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