The Hafod Estate “12 miles south-east of Aberystwyth, is recognised as one of the finest examples in Europe of a Picturesque landscape.” (The Hafod Estate, 2018). However before discussing the Estate itself it is imperative to define what a picturesque landscape is, the picturesque is the balance of beauty and the wild. Thomas Johnes was the most famous owner of the estate as he was the one who created the picturesque landscape we see today, he inherited the estate in 1780 at the death of his father and from then set about creating his estate in Cardiganshire.   Johnes was influenced by his cousin Richard Payne Knight and a neighbour called Uvedale Price who were the “major theorists of Picturesque landscaping” (G Cumberland,1996, p.4) through their extensive remodelling of their own states in Herefordshire.Figure 1: Picture detailing the walks around the Hafod Estate, with an image focusing on The Lady’s walk, taken by Abigail McKeeman 29th/01/2019











The path we took on our site visit is known as the lady’s walk which is one of “four fine walks from the houfe” (G Cumberland, 1996) this is a walk that covers 3.6 km (refer to figure 1) which includes woodlands, waterfall, rivers and the flower garden (refer to figure 2).  During this walk we also learned about how men and women would have interacted on this walk for example the unmarried women would always be accompanied but a married lady and the gentleman where expected to assist the ladies on more difficult sections of the walk such as the steep section leading down to the waterfall. The married lady would have been looking out to see who seemed to be pairing off in an effort to find a suitable marriage partner for the unmarried ladies.Figure 2: The waterfall on the lady’s walk, taken by Abigail McKeeman, 29/01/2019

The location of the estate is very remote. Whilst on this walk it began to snow and this steadily became heavier as time passed. The weather only served to make this walk more picturesque, as it added atmosphere (refer to figure 3) especially for those of us who had rarely experienced snow before, so one could imagine what it was like living in this area. This is especially true as when we were on the road out of the Estate, we then got stuck, so one could imagine what it was like for the Johnes family who may have been snowed in for days if the snow drifts got really bad. Figure 3: A snow scene on The Lady’s walk, taken by Abigail McKeeman, 29/01/2019

[bookmark: _GoBack]So overall, this was an adventurous site visit that allowed us to experience the Hafod Estate both with and without snow as well as bond as a group through acting out some of the way men and women would have behaved socially, in addition to getting through the experience of being stuck in the snow together.
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