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For the purpose of this reflection, I will be using Gibbs (1988)

Description
My experience so far with online studying have been good, it took me a while to get confident using Moodle and Microsoft teams but now I can use them perfectly. Attending lectures have been interesting with Laura, Shehla and the students, we have opened a WhatsApp group so we can all stay communicated, help each other if needed and discuss our lectures. I came to university to get the qualifications I need to get to where I want to be in the future but I could never have done it before because of my work place not allowing the time off and university being based at campus. Now that its online It helps me manage my busy lifestyle a lot better so I can get my degree with no stress.

Feelings
Before joining this course I was nervous, scared and excited all at the same time, I did not know what to expect. At first I thought I would not like online lectures because of the distractions at home and not being able to concentrate properly but now that I have experienced it I defiantly prefer online lectures rather than going to the campus. I am a lot more concentrated and take everything in a lot better, I know some students feel the same as me because it fits perfectly into their lifestyles. Attending lectures and completing work make me feel more motivated and excited to learn more about this course so I can graduate with my kind friendly students/tutors in my group.

Evaluation
Working within a group, communicating with my class mates and attending my lectures every week has worked well for me, understanding how to use Moodle, Microsoft teams and meeting homework deadlines have not been the best yet but I am defiantly improving and will continue to.

Analysis
I struggled using Moodle and Microsoft teams as it's got so many options, before joining this course I never used a laptop to do work on. Not Meeting the deadlines for homework are due to having such a busy lifestyle with a full-time job and trying to fit my social life in too. 
I searched on the internet, read books and found two things that helped me with my situation.
 Rana, V, 2016. 7 Tips to Balance Study, Work, And Personal Life - eLearning Industry. eLearning Industry. As much as we would like to be, nobody is perfect. We can all strive for perfection, but trying to reach your true potential is the ideal goal. Don't be too hard on yourself if you take longer than expected to achieve your objectives or if you simply don't have enough time to take on every task. You should also be willing to relinquish some control over certain to-do's on your list, and accept the fact that they may be done differently. For example, if you have worked overtime, let someone else prepare meals and take care of the household chores. The same applies to work tasks. If you cannot handle it all by yourself, then delegate it to someone else and let them take their own approach. The poet and social activist, Thomas Merton, summed up the work-life balance perfectly when he said: "happiness is not a matter of intensity but of balance, order, rhythm and harmony". It's all about finding out what matters most to you, setting boundaries, and opening up the lines of communication.

Knowles, E, 2019. How to balance work and study. Prospects.ac.uk. 
'Having a part-time job has been beneficial on many levels. Earning my own money is so rewarding, and the skills that I have developed really help to enhance my CV,' says Catlin Edwards, a fourth-year Consumer Behaviour & Marketing student at the University of Reading. She works part-time as an HR administration assistant and bars assistant alongside her degree. 'The colleagues that you meet in your role may even become your life-long friends. I cannot recommend getting a part-time job enough.'
It is not just students who recommend taking up some form of part-time work at university. 'Even if a student is financially secure enough not to need to work during their studies, we still suggest working part time or volunteering, as good-quality work experience is so important,' says Jay Russell, campus jobs manager at the University of Reading.
Consider your schedule
Be honest about the amount of work you can take on. Employers needing staff to cover shifts during term time often take advantage of eager students who need the money, and will often expect part-time employees to be flexible and work more hours during busy periods. Even if you're willing to do this, highlight when your lectures and seminars are, as well as coursework deadlines and exams.
While it's important to be careful when taking on extra responsibilities, part-time work can be a great addition to your schedule - motivating you to stay productive throughout the day. For instance, if you have a shift in the afternoon or evening, you'll need to wake up earlier to study in the morning.
I think giving myself more time off work helps me balance my lifestyle perfectly.

Conclusion
I learned that trying to fit full time work and university in is incredibly challenging, So I can focus more on university and give myself some time to study with no stress I will be dropping my hours in work to part time and continue doing my best to get my degree.

Action plan
I have already requested my work place for my hours to be dropped to part time, they were very understanding and have accepted it. I will now be putting all my focus on studying and hard work to completely understand this course so I have all the skills ready for when I graduate, I can now relax and continue to enjoy this journey.
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