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1. Develop a research topic that you are interested in. Write it in one sentence, and give at least three reasons why it is a good research topic.





2. Identify the major concepts involved in your research topic. List the concepts either in descending order of importance or in terms of the logical relations among them. Define key terms precisely.





3. Search the literature on the topic and concepts you have identified.

4. Compile a reading list of at least 20 references that seem relevant to your topic. Be very selective in compiling your reading list. You may need to skim many more articles to identify the 20 most important references for your topic.






5. Create a concept map or hierarchical outline of the major topics that are relevant to your literature review. 




6. State your research question clearly and concisely (What, how or why)






Guidelines for developing research questions

a) Develop a list of questions about the topic.
· What do you want to know about your topic?
· What kinds of questions and issues have other researchers investigated?
· What kinds of questions and issues have other researchers suggested should be investigated?
· What kinds of questions and issues have other researchers overlooked?
· Are there obvious gaps in the knowledge about the topic?

b)  Consider the list of questions.
· Eliminate questions that have been answered adequately by previous research.
· Eliminate questions that are repetitive.
· Eliminate questions that appear impossible to answer given your resources.
· Group related questions together, perhaps expressing them as a single, more general question.

c) Select the question(s) you want to address.
· Choose the question(s) that interest you most or seem most important.
· Choose a single or a small number of related questions.
· Express your question(s) as simply and clearly as possible.

