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S1:

The chosen research paper that will be discussed today, is;

'She didn't know how to go back': School attendance problems in the context of the COVID-19

pandemic- A multiple stakeholder qualitative study with parents and professionals’.

This Research Article was Authored by; Bronte McDonald, Kathryn J.Lester and Daniel
Michelson, which was Received on the 20™ of June 2022 and Accepted on the 215 of October in

the year of 2022.

The paper explores the nature of SAPs (School Attendence Problems') and stakeholders' service
priorities in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic. This is counted as the first step in a larger
research programme that aims to develop novelinterventions for families with primary-school
aged children experiencing SAPs. However, due to the fact that much previous research has
been either survey based or limited to single-stakeholder perspectives (Cunningham et
al.,2022; Heyne et al.,2020; Reid,2016) this study sought to assimilate complex, real-world

perspectives from multiple stakeholders in southern, England.

This study apprehended the manifestation of school attendance problems in the context of
COVID-19 and inquired into important issues. Said issues have been previously echoed and
reported to the point wherein social care workers have been deployed to handle said issues and
mental health professional have committed to research such as; In reference to a study 'Child
mentalill health and absence from school, England 2021 to 2022' this study echoes similar
ideas of the effect on mental health as it states that the children's mental health is amplified if
said children have other co-existing vulnerabilities such as special educational needs and
disability, these are some of the factors explored in other existing studies (Office for National
Statistics,2025). Consequently, whether this was the expression of children who were either
already struggling with anxieties, SEN children or even reports of divergences between parents
and school staff this was overall found to have negatively impacted the mental health of

children, parents and staff contributing to financial worries and even health anxieties.



This research paper pursued to investigate with following questions in mind, such as;

What the factors associated with SAPs for primary school-aged children within the context of
the COVID-19 pandemic were, What the Informal and formal sources of support have been
introduced to help address (new or persistent) school attendance problems and whether these

have been effectual .

Therefore, this research paper aimed into drawing on multiple stakeholders' perspectives in
order to understand the factors towards the manifestation and growth of school attendance
problems within the ages of primary school children, its relation to COVID-19 and identifying
promising community-based intervention strategies by looking into what other intervention

approaches may be helpful for children and families affected by SAPs.
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Thus, this study adopts a Qualitative and Mixed-Method design, using a two-sequential data
collection system, categorised into Phase 1 & Phase 2.

Phase 1 used a hybrid deductive insight-generating approach, applied through qualitative
surveys which included parents and professional. In result, findings from Phase 1, were used to

guide in-depth qualitative interviews in Phase 2.

For this research, parents were recruited through social media and Professionals through
schools and associated networks in Southern England. Phase 1 included; 29 parents of primary
school children experiencing SAPs and 19 professionals furthering into Phase 2, where 10
parents and 12 professionals were counted. The parents included were predominantly mothers

(n=25; 86%) and White British.

This study takes into consideration previous research, where those accounts had examined a
broad range of child, parental and environmental factors as contributors to SAPs and how those
factors can be understood within a bioecological model (which positions the child in hierarchy
of environments that can influence the onset and maintenances of SAPs overtime). However,
in this paper the researchers express that; the majority of previous research had used
quantitative methods with relatively little attention paid to the explanatory models and
intervention priorities of children, parents, education staff and other stakeholders (Heyne et al.,
2019). Furthering the lack of qualitative research on stakeholders' perspectives, the
researchers declare that the available research had also been skewed with secondary school
samples (Cook et al.,2017). Therefore, the

researchers of this paper, after acknowledging those secondary data collections determined to
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use the method of qualitative designs and mixed method approaches within the aim of

developing a framework with promising community-based intervention strategies

As aresult, primary data collection methods were implemented by collecting information
directly through surveys and interviews. This was approached in Phase 1 where surveys had
been tailored for the two main groups and consisted of six open-ended, free-text questions. The
context of the questions asked to the parents were generated within the aim of understanding
the nature of SAPs experienced, corresponding to the time periods immediately following
national school closures. Then into Phase 2, sub-samples of seven participants (six parents;
one professional, from phase 1 consented to further participation) where they were interviewed
and another additional 15 participants (four parents; 11 professionals) entered phase 2. Phase
2 overall consisted of paying particular attention to the links between anxiety, parenting
behaviours and SAPs; sources of informal and community-based support as well as school and
statutory responses to SAPs and the quality of home-school relationships and implications for
addressing SAPs. This was done after the semi-structured topic guides were created after a

preliminary analysis of survey data.

The Analysis for this study was led 'BM' who is a PhD researcher, based in an academic
department of Psychology and with a background in education as a trained primary school
teacher. The lead author had taken a critical and realistic perspective, following interpretations
of the data with respect to the existing theoretical and empirical accounts of SAPs, while also
having drawn from his own personal experience as a teacher. All authors had met weekly or
fortnightly throughout the data collection and analysis to discuss assumptions along with

challenged interpretations in the context of these lived experiences.
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As a result of this study, it was found that attendance had been particularly challenging for
children with special needs and pre-existing anxiety problems as well as the compounding
factors due to COVID-19.Due to COVID-19 had there become related anxieties and difficulties,
where adapting to this new way of life and routine, followed by the lack of effective supportin
concerns to academic home schooling, academic catch-up and poor communication and

collaboration had become detrimental to children and parents.

Therefore, effective support was characterised by; schools and families working closely
together, in order to re-build this partnership between them. New interventions for SAPs were

concluded that help must easily be accessible in the community and address modifiable risks



and protective factor with a sensitive awareness to the effects that COVID-19. Considering
those who had pre-existing inquiries whether with the children's or family's mental health or

even considering families with financial challenges and anxieties.
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