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This article does what it sets out to do: that is, to examine and analyse the Annals of Dunstable Priory and to place them in their context, monastic thirteenth-century England. Using the original text and having recently edited David Preest’s translation, Webster scrutinises the content and compares the annals with other similar works, concluding that the text in question was more expansive than many others. She unpicks questions of authorship, sometimes, although not always, agreeing with earlier authors such as Cheney.
The title itself is interesting, harking back to Michael Clanchy’s ‘From Memory to Written Record’, an important work for any scholar examining the medieval period. Webster highlights the use of the annals as an aide memoire in legal cases and any historian will appreciate the details of everyday life at the priory and in Dunstable brought out in Webster’s analysis, although she states that the annals have been underused in this respect.
The two foci of the article are the creation of the annals, that is how it was written and by whom, and its purpose. The matter of the annals is important, giving an insight into the life and events of the priory, the town and the wider world, from the building of walls and that mice have eaten a part of the manuscript to the doings of kings and bishops. No less important is the technical aspect: how and by whom the manuscript was produced. 

Archives consulted: British Library
Primary sources: Cotton MS Tiberius A.X
		Royal MS 13 E.VI
	Both held at the British Library.
Other primary sources available as printed editions of, for example, Gesta abbatum monasterii Sancti Albani, listed in the article’s bibliography.
There is no evidence of the use of internet sources, although given the extensive list of sources both primary and secondary some may have been accessed digitally.
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