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Introduction

The purpose of this portfolio is to inform the reader of the history of Welsh with regards to education, the current policies and legislation used to promote Welsh, and to show activities and resources used in modern day schools to help improve Welsh in learners, also showing where improvements could be made to promote Welsh.

The 18th Century was an era of mass migration. The industrial revolution saw many English-speaking families come to the country for better employment opportunities, seeing the English language smother the Welsh language and become the more common of the 2 at this time, and ever growing in popularity (Brain, 2018).
The mid 19th century is seen as a negative period for the Welsh language and culture; it was suggested that the continuation of the Welsh language caused Welsh people to break laws and participate in criminal activity. A report was produced after a speech given by William Williams, a Welsh MP representing Coventry, in 1846. This report ended up being named the Treachery of the Blue Books, this report suggested that Welsh people had low morals and reported that education in Wales was extremely poor, however this report was made by 3 English barristers, and has since been deemed inappropriate for them to pass comment (BBC, 2014).

The establishment of education systems in the country was in 1870 with the arrival of the education act (1870) however they were mainly English dominated which in turn saw the demise and negative association with the Welsh language (WelshAntur, 2024).
This period of Welsh oppression was seen with schoolteachers being encouraged to reprimand any pupils caught speaking the Welsh language. The use of the Welsh not because a regular sight in Welsh schools, pupils caught speaking Welsh were handed a wooden plaque labelled the Welsh Not (see appendix A). This was worn around their neck until someone else also spoke in Welsh and it would be handed over to them, whoever had the plaque at the end of the day would face a serious reprimand because of it, this practice lasted until the late 19th century, further decreasing the value and reputation of the Welsh language (FelinFach, 2025).

In 1925 a new political party was formed, a party that aimed to protect the Welsh language and culture, named Plaid Cymru which translates to The Party of Wales (BBC, 1997). The party was founded on August the 5th 1925 and in August of this year have celebrated their 100th year of promoting the Welsh language and values, with a poll being taken which suggests that just under half of citizens in Wales feel favourably to the party and their mission (see appendix B).

Rationale
Curriculum and policies

Donaldsons Successful futures (2015)
This report created by Professor Graham Donaldson in February 2015, Donaldson suggested that schools needed to create a curriculum for the modern time and beyond, stating that the current national curriculum no longer met the needs of the modern-day learner. Donaldson went on to say that the purpose of the new curriculum was to encourage the learners to develop based on the 4 core purposes (see appendix D). 
Key recommendations were made by Donaldson with regards to the improving Welsh in schools, these included Welsh being statutory to age 16, and a focus on communication in real life, authentic situations, and with focus on Welsh qualifications for 16-year-olds that would benefit them in a work environment (Donaldson, 2015).

New curriculum for Wales (2022)
A new curriculum was built by the Welsh government, the new curriculum for Wales (2022) focused on learners working on the 4 core purposes and building on the success of the foundation phase and its key points of learning through play and real-life experiences, seen as an effective way to promote successful learning and development. A key point of the new curriculum was bilingualism and the importance of this being taught across the 4 core purposes, focusing on learners developing their Welsh language skills through authentic and purposeful learning opportunities, and having these Welsh skills intertwined within the experience instead of it being an afterthought (Ndna, n.d.).

Cymraeg 2050
Cymraeg 2050 is a strategy produced by the Welsh government in 2017 to help improve the use of the Welsh language in education, with the aim to achieve a target of a million Welsh speakers by 2050. Their primary vision is with schools and providing learners with the resources and skills to improve their Welsh and make them proud of their heritage, building a deeper foundation of what it is and means to be Welsh. The government is calling for big changes but also sees the hard work which will need to be put in to reach the goal, to reach their vision they have come up with a 3-step plan to achieve their goal (see appendix C). The Welsh government have taken time to consider that not all areas of the country use the same level of Welsh on a daily basis, with some areas being Welsh speaking and others not, they have recognised this and have adjusted the level of challenge for each area to ensure it is appropriate (Welsh Government, 2017).

Activities
School G teaches its learners through the new curriculum for Wales which has stated previously the importance of bilingualism, the new curriculum supports the learners to meet the 4 core purposes and will equip the learners into their future. According to the school policy, School G is an English medium school, where Welsh is taught as a second language, it is used daily around the school when greeting others and using basic phrases during the school day, School G states they have an active Criw Cymraeg who support and encourage the use of Welsh throughout the day (School G, 2024). School G also says that improving standards of Welsh within the school is one of their development priorities, this being done through many ways such as.

Activity 1 – Weekly assembly and Seren Cymraeg
School G holds a weekly assembly on a designated day. The assembly is split for Infants and juniors, meaning differentiation and progression for the different year groups. The learners are taught different phrases and short conversations through games and role play. During a roleplay session, the learners are asked to turn to their partners and take turns in speaking to each other using the phrases provided, with phrases being repeated over the weeks to ensure continuity in the learning. This method of teaching can be linked back to a technique called rote learning, where learners repeat information to ensure it is committed to memory. The benefits of rote learning can be that it is more engaging through a fast-paced way of working, helping learners to grasp basic dialogue quickly (Main, 2023). At the end of the Welsh assembly, a learner from each class will be awarded a Seren Cymraeg certificate for their efforts using Welsh in the classroom and around the school. School G states on their behaviour policy that ‘it’s not what you give but the way that you give it that counts’ with regards to the way in which praise is given to the students, this could range from a quite word or a certificate, stating that staff choose which ever is appropriate for the individual (School G, n.d.). Methods such as reward certificates given learners a sense of pride and accomplishment, engraining ideas that by trying hard and being successful this produces feelings of pleasure, linking this method of reward to B.F Skinners theory of Operant conditioning (1938), he suggested that someone’s behaviour could be moulded through consequences, stating that actions were more likely to be repeated if followed by a reward, and in turn negative feedback would encourage avoidance of a behaviour (McLeod, 2025). Skinner tried to prove his theory through an experiment called ‘Skinner’s box’, this experiment using a rat and treats showed how consistent reinforcement can mould someone’s behaviour (see appendix E).

Activity 2 – Yearly whole school Eisteddfodd
St Davids day is a key date for all Welsh schools, this is the day where schools celebrate the Patron Saint of Wales, St David. Many celebrate this day by wearing a national emblem, dressing up in Welsh clothes and holding concerts or festivals (see appendix F). School G celebrates this day by holding an annual school eisteddfod. The learners are encouraged to participate in a range of activities to promote Welsh language and culture. The activities range from singing individually, or as a class, creating artwork at home for in school competitions, producing poems to read in the assembly and learning Welsh folk dances. In the build-up to the eisteddfod Welsh songs are taught in the weekly Welsh assembly to sing altogether, encouraging the learners to embrace their Welsh culture and heritage. Each year group is given a theme for their artwork, this ensures differentiation amongst the classes, the themes are subjects associated with Wales e.g.  dragons, leeks and daffodils for the younger learners and the Welsh flag or a Welsh beach for the older learners. During the whole school assembly all the artwork produced is displayed and judged by governors of the school, and prizes of toy dragons are awarded to the winners for each year group, there are also prizes for the best singing, dancing and poems giving the learners a sense of purpose, pride and accomplishment. The assembly ends with the whole school singing Welsh songs and the national anthem, with emphasis being put on the importance of the Welsh language and an explanation of why it is special to us and where we live, giving the learners a sense of belonging and pride in where they live. As human beings we want to belong and feel valued by those around us, especially when we contribute ideas and talents for others to see and get pleasure from being around those who share the same values and interests that we do. Baumeister and Leary’s Theory of Belongingness (1995) suggests that we as humans have evolved to seek validation in groups and use it as a way to survive, and that certain tasks were better done in a group instead of as individuals, stating that a sense of belonging can affect how we think, feel and understand the world around us, researchers in an American university also suggested students who feel a strong sense of belonging are more engaged  and make better connections with others (facinghistory&ourselves, n.d.).












Evaluation – Activity 1
A weekly assembly and Seren Cymraeg award is a positive experience for the learners in School G, it gives learners a sense of purpose and control in their learning, this follows the Curriculum for Wales framework by allowing children to lead the learning while also allowing them to use their skill in an authentic experience which they could take into the real world. By using a rote learning technique to teach the learners basic Welsh sentences, this form of teaching does not suit all learners involved, the drawbacks of using this technique for learners is there is too much of a focus on memorising information and doesn’t always challenge students to extend their thinking, and for children who struggle it could end up leading to anxiety or stress about learning this new skill (Cox, J, 2023).

Evaluation - Activity 2
A whole school activity is an effective way to bring different classes and age groups together, especially for an event where all learners can be involved within their capabilities, this type of event can be adapted to suit many different needs. Activities such as creating artwork for a competition can suit lots of different children who are creatively talented, however the task at hand may overshadow the deeper meaning of why the artwork is being produced, with more emphasis being put on winning the competition than the history of the design and what it represents for Wales and the culture. The event at School G brings the whole school together and applauds the talents of many while celebrating the culture of Wales, and with that guests from the local community are invited to attend, potentially a missed opportunity to invite parents and guardians to such and event. Parents are the key to engagement outside of the school grounds, and by including them in this event would be a way of encouraging the use of Welsh in the local community and spreading information about Welsh culture and encouraging pride in the Welsh language.
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