CREATIVE WRITING, PART TWO
LESSON 8:

English Usage and Grammar point::




(From Longman’s Guide to English Usage)

Hesitancy, hesitance, hesitation


Hesitancy (or, rarer, hesitance) is the tendency to indecision: the timid hesitancy of 


His character. Hesitation is the act or fact of hesitating: He agreed without hesitation.

Exercise:

I came across this in a book about a newspaper article. The article, entitled:

‘Jilted Woman, 70, Found Dead in Nest of Leaves’ “concerned the sad and bizarre circumstances of the ‘bird woman’s ‘ life and death. Jilted at the altar some thirty-five years earlier, she had never returned to her work as a pharmacist or to living in her mother’s bungalow. Instead, she made a home in the garden, a giant nest-like construction of twigs, leaves and rotting cloth. The article included one or two quoted from neighbours, their descriptions of her regular appearances at the library and in the fields (her face daubed with flour), the police discovery of her body and the overgrown garden, plates of food for the birds, pink ribbons hanging from the trees…”

See what you can write from that.

Dic Edwards

