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Voice21 (2024) state that children’s language skills at the age of five predict their ability later in life, as research suggests that children with low language vocabulary go on to obtain fewer qualifications.  Department for Education (2022a) state that children develop language skills when exposed to rich language environments. For example, use of rhymes, songs, poems and stories support a child’s language development that can expand learning through use of props and actions. Department for Education (2022b) support the above and state that when a child listens to stories, they are exposed to a wider variation of new words that are not often used in day-to-day conversations. Speech and Language (No Date) state that children begin to develop language from early stages. For example, during the early stages for language development (0-6 months) children begin to respond to sounds, recognising caregivers voice, make noises and cooing to seek adult interactions. In addition, between the ages 2-3 children develop an understanding of 300 or more words and create simple sentences verbally made of up to 5 words. Additionally, beginning to develop listening skills and understand simple stories. Furthermore, children aged 5-7 begin to understand and recall a story that has been repeatedly told over time. Supporting children's focus and understanding of words being used, creating longer sentences.
Network (2024) support the above further stating that storytelling can benefit children’s development from as early as during pregnancy. Additionally, when a child is read to by the caregivers during pregnancy, this supports the child’s ability to recognise the rhythm and pitch of the caregivers' voice. Bakhtiary and Behzadi (2023) support Fathers Network (2024) further stating that storytelling has developed over the years, for example it is suggested that previously stories were passed through generations orally or written. However, over more recent years digital story telling has become more popular and digital stories have become more accessible to the readers. The Education Hub (2022) state that research suggests that when an adult and a child has reading interactions, there are positive effects on a child’s language development. For example, when practitioners read alongside children they should ensure use of appropriate questioning, offer pauses, and appropriate opportunities for the children to discuss their ideas and extend on these to promote a child’s language and early literacy.
BirthTo5Matters (No Date) states that from as early as birth children begin to develop an understanding of a variety of language being spoken or gestured. For example, through creating a positive and meaningful reading experience within a child’s early years can encourage curiosity and create connections between their experiences and grater.  The Health Foundation (2016) supports BirthTo5Matters (No Date) and state that stories can promote curiosity, emotional development, and support a child's imagination through adult's use of different voices for characters. VIC Government (2023) support The Health Foundation (2016) and BirthTo5Matters (No Date) stating that use of different sounding voices, body language and use of gestures enriches the child’s experience when listening to a story. Furthermore, storytelling can support the development of a child’s communication skills such as supporting a child’s vocabulary and understanding the meaning of the used language. 
As seen during the storytelling activities, the practitioner supports the use of finger tracking when reading the story. The Reading Specialist (2024) support the above expressing that finger tracking is used when reading stories to follow text supporting children to make visual links alongside motor movements. Early Years Alliance (2016) support The Reading Specialist (2024) further stating that there are positive impacts of use of finger tracking. For example, when a child follows the text physically with their finger this creates quicker connections opposed to use of digital aids. Open Edition Books (2020) support the above and state that finger pointing supports children to focus through following text whilst listening to the story. For example, use of finger tracking supports the development of the child’s acquisition skills. However as seen in the activities this was easier to do so within the traditional storytelling activity. 
Demir et al. (2015) state that use of gestures support children’s speech, sentence and storytelling structure. For example, gestures support children to retain more words opposed to words that have not been supported with gestures. This can be seen during both traditional and digital storytelling activities; the practitioner was able to use more gestures within the digital storytelling as their hands were free. Clough and Duff (2020) support the above further stating that when an individual has been told a story with use of gestures the individual is more likely to remember a story and repeat the story from the use of gestures.  
Skinner (1948) (Cited by Gordan and Krishanan, 2014) supports the above believing that children respond well when practitioners or adults use positive reinforcement. Skinner (1948) believed that children develop language skills through interactions and environments. For example, when a child is supported with appropriate prompts during language development such as responding to the child’s communications through use of positive reinforcement, appropriate questioning and gestures supports the child’s literacy and language development (Napitupulu and Bako, 2024). However, Chomsky (1950) believed that children are born with language, and these are further developed through education (Chomsky cited by Mooney, 2015). For example, Chomsky believed that children begin to implement language and literacy skills from basic exposure to the native language (Ow ,2023). Additionally, Chomsky (1950) believed that language is developed when a child is exposed, and it is not necessary to be reinforced through supporting only adults providing exposure to language (Cited by LibreTexts Social Sciences, 2022).
UK Government (2022) state that use of rhyme supports a child’s language development. For example, through use of rhyme and rhythm the children can foresee the next sequences. This can be seen during the digital storytelling activity. Reading Partners (2019) support UK Government (2022) and state that rhyming stories support enrich exposure to use of phonics and literacy skills from early ages. For example, when children are exposed to enrich language environments this supports their fluency development enabling the children to break down words and develop a better understanding of their meaning. Further supporting children’s reading skills later as children have better knowledge of words and their meaning (Shanahan, 2015). Acresfield Primary School (2019) support the above further stating that when rhymes are used adults speak with a variation in their vocal tones, slower and clearer that support children in hearing the words and sounds clearly. 
Oracy Cambridge (2018) state that when reading adults use a range of tone within their voice, including the speed, volume, pitch and rhythm. Garklavs (2016) support Oracy Cambridge (2018) and further state that tone of voice can support the individual to connect emotionally with the audience. Rodero (2022) state that when a variation of tones is used listeners are more likely to be engaged in the listening, supporting cognitive development. This can be seen in both digital and traditional storytelling activities. 
Wandsworth Early Years (2024) state that practitioners should use open-ended questioning when encouraging children. Furthermore, open-ended questions often begin with why, how, who, what offering a platform for children to respond freely to the practitioner. For example, use of open-ended questions support children to develop their use of their imagination, creativity and encourages the children to think about their responses prior to responding. Furthermore, this supports the child’s confidence to develop when beginning to extend their language. Famly (2023) support Wandsworth Early Years (2024) stating that use of open-ended questions encourages children to extend their sentences when expressing their thoughts that in return creates opportunities for the child’s language development. This can be seen when the practitioner is engaging with the children when storytelling. 
Shaji (2023) state that when adults expose children to a variety of writing styles, narratives and dialogues this can support children to develop their verbal communication. For example, children can express their interpretation verbally of the characters perspectives. Furthermore, enabling children to elaborate on their understanding of the characters thoughts and feelings through adult’s use of open-ended questions. National Literacy Trust (2020) support the above stating that through storytelling children develop empathy that supports strengthening relationships between the child and adult. This can be seen during the traditional story enabling the practitioner to slower the pace of the story more freely. Supporting the practitioner to implement appropriate questioning and continue to develop connections with the children. Although the practitioner also used open-ended questioning within the digital storytelling activity it was apparent that the practitioners focus was on the digital aspects impacting on the level of questioning being used. 
However, Education Week (2024) state that digital reading can have negative impacts on children’s comprehension skills. Reich et al. (2016) support the above stating that there is little research on the impact of the use of digital reading on children within their early years. Neumann (2016) support Reich et al. (2016) and further state that following the increase of use of digital use practitioners and caregivers should be understanding of how digital skills can be combined with language and literacy to support children within their early years. 
Furenes (2021) supports the above further stating that there can be impacts on children’s comprehension and distractions are more likely when reading digitally. For example, children need to use their cognitive skills when interacting with the digital books. Additionally, such as clicking and following the text with the computer mouse that can impact the children's understanding of the meanings of the words being read. This can be seen within the digital storytelling activity as the practitioner needed to pause the story to use an appropriate pace to read. The practitioner explained throughout the story the steps taken to do so to support the children’s digital literacy, although this could impact the children's concentration on the story being told. However, Intermountain Health (2023) state that there are benefits of physically turning pages when reading. For example, this increases sensory experiences that are associated with reading when individuals physically turn pages such as the smell of a book.  
Nordlof (2014) suggests that Vygotsky’s theory (1986) encourages adults to implement scaffolding to support children’s learning. For example, through use of cognitive scaffolding adults can support children through asking open-ended questions and use of promoting. Kurt (2022) supports the above expressing that Vygotsky believed that scaffolding can be described as children obtaining support from adults to understand the task at hand. Furthermore, stating that through use of adult prompts children can begin to complete tasks outside of their ability encouraging children to reach their zone of proximal development (Mehrpour and Forutan, 2015). This can be seen where the practitioner uses differentiations within the level of questioning with the children. Auditory Verbal (2016) supports the above stating that adults should encourage the development of a child’s abstract thinking through questioning what the child believes the characters next actions are and how these would impact them. This can be seen when during both traditional and digital storytelling activities where the practitioner askes appropriate questions to explore the children’s interpretation of the story.  
To conclude although there is a wide range of sources that have been used to research language and literacy both digitally and traditionally there were barriers in finding appropriate sources to be used within the assignment. There have been sources used that argue the benefits of language literacy, that support the practitioner’s activities. Through expressing the benefits of children being exposed to early language interactions that support rich language development later in life. The sources used expressed the importance of the adult’s role to nurture a rich environment for children to develop their language skills. However, there were limited sources that supported theorists that were linked into the assignment and their role in supporting literacy and language in the digital age. There were limited sources that express the advantages and disadvantages of digital literacy on the development of a child’s language and literacy. During the assignment there has been no use of AI. 
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