[bookmark: _GoBack]Give a detailed account, including variants, of Alexander’s encounter with Talestris in the sources. Focus upon Walter of Châtillon, Alexandreis 8.1-48; Quintus Curtius Rufus 6.5.24-32; Historia de preliis pp.77-9.
Talestris was the queen of the mythical Amazonian people who according to the sources above had an interaction with Alexander the Great of Macedon during his war against Darius. The three sources suggested in the title disagree over the interaction as shall be seen below.
In the Historia de Preliss, the two figures begin their interactions via letter both parties display their own military strength in an attempt to ensure neither party initiates violence. Alexander appears to be more aggressive however demanding tribute from the Amazonians wielding his mighty army as a threat as well as his victory over Darius’ armies. Whereas Talestris displays a more courteous nature when she flatters Alexander calling him ‘King of kings’ but also not backing down to his threats showing that she would be willing to use her military defensively. She also seems very willing to discuss her culture and ceremonies. Alexander amused by this sent another letter however again demanding tribute, boasting about his military and pointed out his presence on multiple continents. Talestris according to the Historia de Preliis gives into his demands presenting Alexander with ’10 untamed colts and 10 white horses’ in order for peace. In the Historia de Preliss this is the end of their interactions.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Historia de preliis pp.77-9] 

In the Alexandrais however, Talestris has a burning desire to meet this king (Alexander), arriving with her retinue to his camp. They look at eachother and Talestris actually was unimpressed by the figure of Alexander judging him on his appearance in disbelief that a man with a ‘meagre body’ could fit his fame. She shows a desire to have a child with Alexander in order for it to be raised either under his tutelage or ruling her realm. She would leave with what she wanted after spending 13 nights with Alexander.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Walter of Châtillon, Alexandreis 8.1-48] 

Quintus Curtius Rufus’ reporting on this is almost the exact same as the alexandrais describing how when allowed to enter Talestris dismounted her horse when she saw Alexander, also both of these sources doesn’t call Alexander by his name but simply refers to him as the king. Again, like the Alexandrias Quintus Curtius Rufus mentions how she remained unimpressed by Alexander’s meagre figure lacking any extraordinary physical attractiveness. Just like above she yet again requested to have kids with Alexander in order to have heir to either of their kingdoms.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Quintus Curtius Rufus 6.5.24-32] 

Reading through these three sources there is a clear distinction between the Historia de Preliss and the other two sources with the interaction between Alexander and Talestris being limited to demand for tribute via messenger along with military threats. However, the other two suggest there was more interactions between these figure escalating to a sexual relationship not romantic however but being a relationship out of necessity for strong heirs. 
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