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Domesday Book

Domesday can be considered the first public record. The information has always been available and been held in official hands.  Originally with the Royal Treasury at Winchester it was later stored at Westminster (from the 13th Century) and then in 1859 it was moved to the new Public Record Office at Chancery Lane.  In 1996, it arrived at its current home in Kew at the National Archives[footnoteRef:1].  [1:  Domesday Legacy [online]. Available: http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/domesday/discover-domesday/domesday-legacy.htm] 


Domesday is a survey of England commissioned at Christmas 1085 and compiled over 1086-87. It shows who held the King’s lands and provided an accounting of them. Martin states that it is unlikely King William instigated this survey himself but would have been grateful to receive it[footnoteRef:2]. Royal commissioners were appointed to check the accuracy of information being gathered and to compile Domesday, England was divided into 7 or more circuits and circuit summaries were produced[footnoteRef:3]. The validity and accuracy of the information collected was tested at specially convened county courts.  A panel of Jurors was asked to verify the information and similar questions were asked across the courts providing an element of consistency to the answers which would be noted for the official record. Evidence of this quality control survives in a list of questions for Cambridgeshire[footnoteRef:4].  Examples include What is the manor called? Who held it at the time of King Edward? How much woodland, meadow, pasture, mills and fisheries?  These same questions were asked three times to obtain information regarding how the situation may have changed over years.  The questions were asked in respect of the time of King Edward (1066), when William gifted the property (often 1066) and at the time of the survey (1086). The question was also asked by the commissioners if more tax revenue could be had and do Domesday provided William with a way to see if additional funds could be raised from his holdings[footnoteRef:5].  [2:  G.H.Martin, Domesday Book A complete translation (London: Penguin Books, 2003), p. vii.]  [3:  Making of Domesday [online]. Available: http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/domesday/discover-domesday/making-of-domesday.htm]  [4:  ibid]  [5:  ibid] 


As the commissioners at the County Courts had asked the same questions for different times comparisons can be made between the answers for 1066 to 1086 to see how the Norman conquest had an impact on England[footnoteRef:6].  [6:  Interpreting Domesday [online]. Available: http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/domesday/discover-domesday/interpreting-domesday.htm] 


Domesday survived as two volumes, Little Domesday and Great Domesday. Great Domesday was not completed possibly due to the death of William in 1087[footnoteRef:7].  [7:  Great Domesday [online]. Available: http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/domesday/discover-domesday/great-domesday.htm] 

Little Domesday could be considered a first draft from which Great Domesday is produced since a colophon at the end of Little Domesday dates it to 1086[footnoteRef:8]. Little Domesday is useful for containing the only surviving record of East Anglia which is not in Great Domesday.  In comparison Great Domesday includes records for Essex, Norfolk and Suffolk which are not in Little Domesday.  London, Winchester, Bristol and Tamworth do not appear in Great Domesday and neither do Durham and Northumberland. A copy held at Exeter Cathedral, known as the Exon Domesday is believed to be the circuit summary for the South West and is included in Great Domesday[footnoteRef:9]. Great Domesday is set out with two columns per page, arranged by County and listing landholders and boroughs.  In contrast Little Domesday while following the same order of information was written out across the page.  [8:  Little Domesday [online]. Available: http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/domesday/discover-domesday/little-domesday.htm]  [9:  ibid] 


We do not have a wealth of manuscripts surviving from the 11th century and I believe that Domesday’s survival can be attributed to the importance given to the document by officials and the Crown at the time of its creation through the centuries to the present day.   

In compiling the following Bibliography with edition of Domesday, I have made extensive use of online library catalogues available to me together with some general internet searches using the keyword Domesday or Domesday book.  A basic search for ‘Domesday’ on a library catalogue will bring up numerous journal articles, reports, reviews and books about Domesday for review with many of these available online, invaluable for the distance learning student or researcher.  Copies of Domesday itself are also available in book form as well as digital online versions. Listed below are key editions of the text that have been published.

Key editions

Ellis, H., and Farley, A., Domesday Book (London: Record Commission, 1783-1816).

An edition printed for Parliament in 1873.  The respect and reverence for the text is demonstrated by the time and cost it took to produce this text, 16 years and close to £40,000.  While consideration was given to creating a special font for the printing of the text so that is closely resembled the original some additional details, the marginal notes, were left out[footnoteRef:10].  Therefore if this copy were to be used for research the missing detail should be born in mind.  [10:  Domesday Legacy [online]. Available: http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/domesday/discover-domesday/domesday-legacy.htm] 


Photo-zincograph edition (1861-63)

The original text was photographed in natural light by the Ordnance Survey.  This produced a copy of the text and the detail even extended to the reproduction the red highlighting in the original[footnoteRef:11]. [11:  ibid] 


The additional effort taken show Domesday with its colour annotations demonstrates the importance placed on Domesday when this edition was created  


Morris, J., Newman, M., and Wood, S., Domesday book. 12 Hertfordshire (Chichester: Phillimore, 1976).

An example of the editions published by Phillimore.  Each county is in its own volume and uses the earlier Abraham Farley transcription but with a new translation[footnoteRef:12].  The maps included with these editions provide a visual context for the entries and a volume has also been added to the collection to cover Northumberland and Durham which were not included in Domesday.  This volume uses the Boldon Book, which was a 1183 survey[footnoteRef:13].  While the Survey was not contemporary to that of Domesday I believe that it is still useful to have this included as an early reference to this area of England.  [12:  ibid]  [13:  ibid] 


Midgley, M.L., A history of the county of Stafford. Vol. 4, Staffordshire Domesday and West Cuttlestone Hundred (Folkestone: Dawson for the University of London Institute of Historical Research, 1986).

An example of the editions published by Victoria County History. Produced as individual volumes for each county these not only show a translation of each entry from Domesday but also include an essay on the entry for each county[footnoteRef:14]. However the Victoria County History’s own guidance on their website says that while each volume contains a translation these have now been superseded by more accurate versions.  They highlight the Alecto edition as the best of the more recent translations[footnoteRef:15].   [14:  ibid]  [15:  Guidance for Domesday Book [online]. Available: https://www.victoriacountyhistory.ac.uk/writing-for-the-vch/guides-helpsheets-and-checklists] 


Loyn, H. R., and Alecto Historical Editions, The Domesday Surrey. Domesday Book Studies (London: Alecto Historical Editions, 1987).

An example of the volumes published by Alecto Historical Editions.  Another series of books with the individual counties in Domesday separated into individual volumes. These editions show pages of the original manuscript exactly as they appear from photographs taken in 1985 when Domesday was rebound[footnoteRef:16]. They include new and improved translations of the Great Domesday and the translation of Little Domesday was a new series that was commissioned[footnoteRef:17].  [16:  Domesday Legacy [online]. Available: http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/domesday/discover-domesday/domesday-legacy.htm]  [17:  Domesday Book: A complete Translation, ed. A. Williams, and G.H. Martin (London: Penguin Books, 2003)] 


Domesday Book: A complete Translation, ed. A. Williams, and G.H. Martin (London: Penguin Books, 2003).

This text is a copy from the Alecto Historical Editions and while the Alecto editions reproduce Domesday as per the original manuscript the Penguin published text does not. However it does include references to page numbers that appear on the original Domesday manuscript[footnoteRef:18]. [18:  ibid] 

The Penguin Edition is comprehensive and provides access to the content of Domesday for research purposes or general interest and provides ease of access to this information for any researcher preferring to work from a printed text.  Available from high street bookstores or popular online retailers it is an easily obtained and accessible copy of Domesday which uses a trusted translation.

The Domesday Book [online]. Available at http://www.domesdaybook.co.uk

This searchable online copy of Domesday makes the contents accessible to anyone with internet access and searches are available via an online map and place name. 

The Domesday Book [online]. Available at https://opendomesday.org/

This online edition uses data created by Professor J.J.N. Palmer, University of Hull. 
The statistics that used are those collected by a team, led by Professor Palmer in the 1990’s in order to create the The Domesday Explorer CD-Rom. Publishesrs Phillimore & Co provided the translation. 
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