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INTRODUCTION:
I have chosen to complete my research project on the issuing of a Conductive Energy Device, which is better known by its brand name ‘Taser’ Equality impact assessment (2022), to all Police officers and to explore how this will be perceived by serving police officers and the public. 
The reason why I have chosen this subject is because it is something of which I am interested in, I have a passion for technology and in the future, I wish to progress my career within the police to the Joint Firearms Unit of South Wales Police.

I feel that this is a suitable subject to research due to the nature of the subject, Taser within the police has been a subject of national debate since its arrival. There have been organisations like Liberty who have been quoted describing it as ‘determination to embrace policing by control’ Liberty (2019) who are opposed to the issuing of Taser and then there are organisations who support the issuing of Taser, The Police Federation of England and Wales have conducted research where they have found ‘84% of 7000 police officers’ and ‘73% of 2000 members of the public’ The Police Federation of England and Wales (2019)  support the roll out of Taser to police officers.

Taser was first introduced within policing in the UK in 2003’ McGuinness (2016). Therefore, Taser has been around for 20 years and during this time technology has improved vastly. There have been a number of different models of Taser, beginning with the Taser X26, then moving onto the Taser X2 and the most recent, Taser 7. 

Research by Criscione (2009) has Identified that through a 5 second exposure to the X-26 Taser on voluntary human subjects that there was no evidence to suggest that exposure has caused any significant changes to the subject’s respiratory or cardiac function.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

In summary I am looking to gather information and data through 3 key objectives.

1. I am going to ascertain how many Taser carriers there are within South Wales Police. To do this I will submit a freedom of information request to South Wales Police.
2. I am going to conduct a quantitative collection of data through a questionnaire which will be distributed to serving police officers, police staff and civilian staff employed at South Wales Police, this will also be distributed to members of the public so that I receive a balanced and fair perspective and array of results.
3. I am going to conduct interviews with serving police officers of different ranks and members of the public to obtain qualitive data for my research.

The information and data I hope to obtain will be accurate and honest data from both serving police officers and members of the public.
All participants will be anonymous to promote honest and true answers and free to abort the questionnaire or interview if they wish to do so, thus not placing any un-necessary pressure on the participants.



	LITERATURE REVIEW:

During my research I am going to be using a combination of articles, journals, government reports and research carried out by others to form key literature as part of my research.
I have found a report by Criscione (2009) where the Taser X-26 was subjected to testing on voluntary human subjects.
Another aspect of my research will be based on the opinions of serving police officers and members of the public, similar research has already been conducted by The Police Federation of England and Wales (2019) where it was found that off the people questioned, the majority supported the roll out of Taser to police officers.

There is a significant amount of research around the effects of the use of Taser however, there is a gap in the research on how the issuing of Taser to all Police officers. As previously mentioned, The Police Federation of England and Wales have already conducted an initial research into the thoughts of serving police officers and members of the public. My aim is to expand on this research to provide more of an understanding from police officers and members of the public in my local area.

There are many organisations that monitor the complaints from Taser use by police officers and these include the IPCC, who have highlighted a possibly issue where police officers who are issued with Taser, as ‘Mission Creep’ which is documented here Independent Police Complaints Commission (2014), indicating that police officers could potentially use this before engaging in communication. Also by an organisation called Liberty, this is an activist organisation who primarily work towards Human Rights. They have described the roll out of Taser as ‘determination to embrace policing by control’ Liberty (2019). 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

I have considered a number of methods of research and have decided to utilise two methods. These two methods are going to be a questionnaire for a method of obtaining a more quantitative source of data.
My aim is to provide this questionnaire to 50 to 100 people with an expectation of around 50% participants. This will provide me with a large mount of data, where participants will be kept anonymous and their participation is entirely voluntary. They are free to abort the questionnaire or not even participate if they wish not too.

The second method is through interviews, this will form my qualitive data collection. I will be looking to interview 6 people, ranging in ranks and a mixture of Taser carriers and police officers who are non-carriers of Taser. These interviews will be conducted at local police stations, the interviews will consist of open-ended questions which will promote a more detailed answer from the participant.

Again the interviewees will be completely anonymous and no data will be collected that could identify the participant. This research will provide me with a range of data from a range of different sources to help provide me with good qualitive data for my research.



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

My intention is to ask serving police officers of any rank to participate in my research, a broader participation will assist in obtaining accurate data.

I will be utilising a general questionnaire that will be distributed to police officers and members of the public. This will be the best option for my research as the participants will be random and there will be no control over who participates. Meaning that the answers that I get from my research will be a true reflection of the opinions of the participants.

The same will apply for the interviews, the participants will be anonymous and will provide me with the qualitive data that will be required for this research. This will benefit my research as it will offer me a more detailed response compared to the quantitative data from the questionnaire.




	ETHICAL ISSUES:

Prior to my research, I will need to consider the questions that I am going to ask my participants of both the questionnaire and the interviews.
I need to make sure that the questions do not provide the identity of the participants or any of their personal information.
I also need to make sure that the questions are suitable and appropriate for the research I am conducting.

Within the initial part of the questionnaire, it will be made clear that the questionnaire if anonymous and that participants are not obliged to take part if they do not wish to do so.
I will also state this at the beginning of the interviews, to ensure that all participants are comfortable with taking part.



	TIME SCALE:

My aim for the time scale of the questionnaire survey is to receive all or end the questionnaire after 2 weeks of the questionnaire being live.

My aim with the interviews, are to complete the interviews within 2 weeks of the same date that the questionnaire goes live.
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