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Discuss a range of factors that influence children’s behaviour (both positively and negatively) in a learning environment.

Within the school environments there are many different factors that can contribute towards the positive and negative behaviours that we are likely to see with some of the young people we work with today. Throughout this we are going to look at some of the factors which affect the children within the authors learning environment. 
One of the biggest factors that could influence the children that we work with is the relationships that they make. Unfortunately, sometimes the relationships that they create can be a disarray, which will allow them to get into trouble and mess around within the school to please other especially when with other children of that mind set. But on the other hand, they could also be the making of some of the pupils we work with. From the authors perspective of this he has seen both sides of the relationship influence. Throughout the child’s time in the authors sector, he started off with the negative relationship between staff and pupils but then at a certain point in the child’s time he saw that we were there to help him and not work against him.  Sometimes with relationships between a couple of young people could come across as a nice friendship to which they are playing and looking after each other, but on the other hand this could look like peer pressure at times. Whilst looking at an article (Park. W 2019) wrote on ‘How your friends change your habits?’ he conveys that “This is not simply peer pressure, in which you deliberately act in a certain way to fit in with the group, it is largely unconscious. Beneath your awareness, your brain is constantly picking up on the clues from the people around you which then has an influence on your behaviour.”
Role models can also fit into the relationship factor for the learning environment. The reason why we can tie this into the relationships is because, some families do not have both parents and if this is the case it can become very turbulent with the child. As teachers and Learning Support Assistants we become that role model that they could possibly be missing in their home life, this is when the children start to grow better bonds with us and start to open up as they are able to tell when they can trust certain adults. (Wise, R. 2019) throughout her research in positive role models has found that “This indicates that ¾ of students either don’t have someone to look up to or look up to someone who is making negative choices within their own lives.”
Stress could be another influence that children can detect within the classroom and this one could mainly be from the staff. There are many factors to this that the children can pick up on, even though we think that some of our pupils do not take any notice of the stress levels coming off the staff we work with they do. Throughout the authors time in the behavioural sector, he has seen this in one child so far. The child in question would make sure that he moves away from the other pupils in the class and will cover his face with the t-shirt that he is wearing. According to Dowshen within his research he found that “Children’s stress may be intensified by more than just what is happening in their own lives.” He also added. “Parents who discuss issues such as financial matters or worrying about a relative’s illness should do it out of the way of their children because they will pick up on their parent’s anxieties and start to worry themselves”. 
Another factor that can play negatively on the children that we work with is having visitors coming into the building. That can have a dramatic impact on the day a head, this is a negative within a learning environment especially with a behavioural unit. The reason for this is because the children that come to the behavioural sector are always on high alert, this factor can also link in with stress for our children. From the authors view “this can be a turbulent time for the staff especially if the children of the class are not expecting to see a visitor. when it comes having a visitor into the building in the behavioural sector that the author works in, they tell the children the day before that a visitor is coming just so that the children are prepared for them and to settle any anxieties that they may come into school with.”
Routine is also a factor of the behavioural influences and this can be a massive influence in the children’s daily lives, this can differ from being in school or even at home. One of the biggest life changes can be the routines that we all get used to, from getting up in the morning to going home at the end of the day. From the authors eyes he sees this happen often and this is what he has told us “In our line of work in the behavioural sector little changes can knock us for six but as a child this could be a massive set back. We have children who come to school on transport, if that transport is late by 5 minutes due to traffic or another pupil getting on the same transport has made it late, this then becomes a big issue for us in school due to it colliding that particular child’s day into chaos.” As we know in life now Autism is a well-known trait in some of the children we will see coming through our doors, these are the children that having no routine or having a change of routine could have a major affect with. As staff in a learning environment this is where we must try to keep routine for all the young people we work with as it could send them into distress or even reluctant to take part in activities. 
Limited social experiences could become a factor within our learning environments, especially as these days instead of the children we work with going out with their friends, they tend to stay indoors because technology has developed so much. The young people that come through the doors of our school are driven by technology that they do not know how to behave in a proper hands-on situation. The author portrays that “We see this a lot in the behavioural sector of education, the amount of young people that come through our doors and all they talk about is being on their game consoles until early hours in the morning. This also influences their cognitive state, we have one child that comes into school thinking they are in a ‘fantasy land’, he will constantly go through the day with his head in the clouds and will talk to himself.”. 
Recently online learning has had to become a big part of our lives, but whilst we knuckle down and get used to teaching our young people in live session this can become a factor for certain behaviours to come out. The behaviours that could develop while going through online. Whilst being in the learning environment the young people that we work with are always on computers or even Ipad’s in some school if they have the equipment. The author has noticed that if this tends to be the case, they children on there could be messing around if you leave them in a room by themselves. He has also witnessed that “One of the children that I work with, will always try to push the boundaries as much as he can when it comes to online learning, especially when there are strict boundaries set by the teacher. Whilst he should be on Lexia he will push his luck by going onto YouTube or start to download software onto the computers.”
Throughout the authors research for this assignment, he has found that within the school environment there are so many different factors that can influence the behaviours of the young people that we work with. For example, quality of childcare and a language barrier could be a factor of behaviour within a learning environment. The factors that have been touched on above can go into so much more detail within the different ways they all umbrella off one another. Whilst in some of the examples the author has concentrated on the negative, they also have positives to go along with them. There are also many different ways that the factors mentioned within the assignment can affect the individual needs of each child we work with.
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