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Review One:
Welch, Susan, 'Gender and Selection During the Holocaust: Transports of Western European Jews to the East', Journal of Genocide Research, VOL. 22 NO. 4, (2020) peg 459–478, <DOI: 10.1080/14623528.2020.1764743>
 
Susan Welch examines how gender affected West European Jews over extensive territories, focusing on deported Jews, their treatment at extermination camps and their survival. 

Welch discusses how West European Jewish women became highly vulnerable in the Holocaust, developed the lowest survival rate, and became the most transported gender. Yad Vashem's data supports her theory. This example shows this; 'data including more than 200,000 people, I found that the survival rate among men (4.3 per cent) was significantly higher than for women (2.7 per cent)'.

Welch introduces bold statements and supports this with statistics, diagrams, and quotations from other scholars. An example of her work that stands out: 'Gender differences in the Holocaust were not as striking or as consistent as in some other genocides, but, as Nechama Tec has written, "[E]ven though the Germans were committed to sending all Jews to their deaths, for a variety of reasons women and men travelled toward that destination on distinct roads.'

Welch has a passion for the topic, shown through the language she has chosen to use. It allows the reader to read along with the article as it flows, regardless of their ability. 

Welch's footnotes are rather long due to comments on each source. An example is in footnote 9, where she references the source but follows with comments, contributing to 6.5 lines long. To ensure sources are noticed, re-reading is required.

Welch's article will benefit research because of the extensive statistics and numerous sources she referenced; this will significantly assist with research and contribute to research in the future.











Review Two:
Balint, Barnabas, 'Coming of Age During the Holocaust: The Adult Roles and Responsibilities of Young Hungarian Jews in Auschwitz-Birkenau', Journal of Genocide Research, VOL. 35NO. 1, (2021) pg. 20–40 <DOI: 10.1080/25785648.2020.1863637>

Barnabas Balint's article explores theories on how young Hungarian Jewish people survived Auschwitz-Birkenau and persecution by the Nazis. He analyses first-hand accounts of Hungarians who adapted, fought for survival, and faced adulthood head-on. Despite how physically and mentally damaging challenges became, every experience differed. Balint introduces a subjective perspective that combines a true-to-life and accurate interpretation of their survived trauma.

Balint focuses on arguments that show a range of adult behaviours and how they worked hand in hand to help young Jews. A standout example of this: 'At thirteen, Citrom was clearly well under the official age to be deemed fit for work. His appearance, however, was enough to save him from the gas chambers'. 

In addition, Balint includes arguments between historians on why they believe certain behaviours materialised. This gives exciting perspectives on the situation. I found this example interesting: 'psychiatrists Judith Kestenberg and Ira Brenner argued that 'adolescents could work harder and deal with hunger better and more creatively' than adults.' 

In the article, I noticed that Balint includes comments in his footnotes without sources. Footnotes 1, 13 and 14 have this. Therefore, looking for referenced sources became difficult. 

Despite a well-structured and detailed article, Balint mentions individuals present at the time and scholars researching the topic, so remembering who is who can occasionally become confusing. 

As this article is factual and statistic-based, the research and testimonies referenced will continue to give readers and scholars a further understanding of these experiences.











Review Three
Oster, Sharon B, 'The Female Muselmann in Nazi Concentration Camp Discourse', Journal of Genocide Research VOL. 34, NO. 3, (2020) pg. 198–219, <DOI:10.1080/25785648.2020.1779502>

Sharon Oster's focus of the article is to raise awareness of the Nazi genocidal persecution and sexual violence towards women and Jewish women while residing in the concentration camps. The details are very graphic, making it a hard-hitting read as Oster uses accounts from female camp survivors to support her reasoning that this study is overdue.

First, Oster goes in depth about 'female Muselmann'. In the article, Muselmänner refers to individuals close to death caused by inhumane ways forced on them by the Nazis. Referred to as the 'living dead', individuals were the lowest of the pecking order and whose future was death by gas or other means. Abbreviations and origins of Muselmänner vary throughout.

Oster uses a range of German words with translations to help the reader understand without translating themselves. These phrases or words that have were used throughout that time. 'Judenrein or free of Jews.' is an example that Oster uses.

The layout of her article is very thought out. Introducing indentations for extensive quotations allows them to stand out and create further impact. An excellent example is on page 215, where she quotes, 'They were surrounded by a group of SS men and women, who amused themselves by giving these helpless creatures a taste of hell, after which death was a welcome friend. They were beaten with clubs and whips, torn by dogs, dragged around by the hair and kicked in the stomach with heavy German boots. Then, when they collapsed, they were thrown into the crematory—alive'.

Throughout, there are various sentences which are 3 to 5 lines long. If shorter, these could help with the flow of the article and help the reader to continue to follow without losing focus. Examples of this can be seen on page 216.

Oster's article will benefit future research as it is based deeply on survivor accounts and shares every detail regardless of how crude or graphic.









Review Four:
Westerman, Edward B, 'Stone-Cold Killers or Drunk with Murder? Alcohol and Atrocity during the Holocaust', Holocaust and Genocide Studies, VOL 30, NO. 1 (2016): pg. 1–19 <DOI:10.1093/hgs/dcw003>

Edward Westermann examines how the Nazis' abused alcohol and how this contributed to the mass execution of Jews in the Eastern territories. The article includes accounts made by perpetrators and witnesses and other historical examples which mention the use of alcohol and how it contributed to causing countless deaths. 

However, according to Westermann, there needs to be more analysis of this subject. 

Numerous historical sources are mentioned in the article, with the use of statistics helps to give context to the areas mentioned. An example from the article which stands out is when members of the Schutzstaffel (SS) at Majdanek in November 1943 glorified the execution of 8,000 Jews by throwing a 'wild party' where vodka was extensively consumed. As mentioned, some individuals "did not even bother to wash off the blood from their boots before they reached for the bottle." 

The weakness that stands out is that all the footnotes are referenced at the end of the article. As a result, finding the source becomes complex, as you must go back and forth! 

Research can be significantly benefitted due to the quality and range of sources mentioned and the use of extensive detail quoted from them. 

