How the Fellowship of the ring tackles its themes of good vs evil through its soundtrack and leitmotifs?

In this essay I plan to discuss and elaborate on how The Fellowship of the ring tackles its themes of good and evil through the soundtrack. I will be exploring its soundtrack through its leitmotifs, its theoretical exploration through a post modernism lens of the narrative and how religious iconography represents this. I will be using a range of sources however reliable they may be to support my arguments either through the movies, books, interviews or reliable sources on the internet. I plan to also delve deep into the religious iconography and symbolism behind the themes and leitmotifs to better back up my arguments for the themes of good vs evil within the Fellowship of the ring. 

The first subject matter I want to tackle is the religious iconography not only through the soundtrack but also through the narrative to back up my points. It would be important to note that a lot of the narrative and soundtrack is most certainly influenced by religion due to Tolkien’s strong Catholic beliefs (The Catholic faith and pessimism of J.R.R Tolkien). This article explains that Tolkien himself put a lot of his own religious ideology in his own work viewing Middle Earth as his sort of outlook on reality and history. With the ring being a symbolism for sin, the elves having many ties to angels with their immortality and divine like presence. This coupled with many more explored in (Christian Symbols and Christ Figures in “The Lord of the Rings”) there is a very clear and cut dry mindset of what Tolkien views as good and evil through the religious narrative depictions he has created. It was only more prevalent when the movies came around breathing Tolkien’s amazing world to life on the big screen. I think one of the most obvious connections to the soundtrack and its religious iconography is the Lothlorian theme at the very start of the music (Galadriel the Lady of light) in my opinion from my own interpretation it shares a lot or takes inspiration from the Angel’s of heaven singing it sounds almost holy and otherworldly. Coupled with that to support my argument the elves are almost represented in this divine and holy way with their architecture and overall presence in the narrative. They always appear when our heroes are at the brink of danger or being consumed by darkness giving off this angelic presence. Speaking more on a less subjective and opinionated side although this was my own interpretation the musical composers took inspiration from Arabic music. “The Lothlorien theme was styled after the maqam hijaz, and Arabic mode of music” (Ask about Middle Earth) which means that there was quite a bit of religious inspiration and ideology that went into the soundtrack of lord of the rings. Through my own personal analysis, I believe that the one ring can also be a heavy representation of the burden of sin itself. (Sin and Providence in the lord of the rings by Andy Chambers) it states that not just in the Fellowship of the ring but throughout the ring’s weight upon Frodo is a representation of him carrying the weight of the sins left before him. The One Ring makes a lot of parrel’s to the devil itself just simply through analysing the context and motifs of the One Ring it tempts and weighs on Frodo tempting him to do bad things which could be a big Parrell to sin itself and Frodo carrying it to Mordor could be a representation of him destroying all the sin left behind by Middle Earth.

I am now going to switch my focus to the themes of Fellowship of the Ring through a post-modern lens. For the starters I believe there are quite a few characters that challenge the clear cut good/evil archetypes, being more morally ambiguous and challenging the standard conventions set by the genre. For example, a character like Golem in my eyes in not good or evil merely just a slave/puppet to his own inner desire for the ring, plus the fact that a majority of the evil or wicked actions done are carried out or influenced by the persona Golem not Smeagle himself. Smeagle is a character that we feel more pity than resentment for which makes him far more interesting than a clear-cut evil creature who dwells in caves. A character that I think challenges the common conventions for the hero archetype is Frodo, while a lot of heroes before modern era has their low points and a challenge to overcome. Frodo we as the audience witness the physical and mental strain put on this character throughout the trilogy. We see Frodo become physically weaker, his personality snaps at the snap of a finger and we see even in the early stages of the story. Frodo acts and says things that are out of the normal conventions of your standard hero, he gives into the temptation of the ring, he betrays Sam and takes Golem’s side over his and he gives into other things that would seem out of style for a typical hero. Lord of the rings leans very hard into the narrative on power and the corruption it brings, throughout the story the corruption of power is represented as this evil thing that can corrupt the heart of even the gentlest of souls. This is mostly represented through the power of the ring and Sauron’s will for domination within it. We are shown at the very start of the film that this ring’s power can easily corrupt the heart of men who desire power. A parallel perhaps to our own current state of society where men have become corrupt with power and in act evil and horrifying things because of it. From what is shown through the themes of the film and what I personally interpret from it is that Fellowship of the ring views and tackle's themes of post modernism by subverting expectations of stories set before it and going against the standard conventions of the genre. Therefore, the soundtrack would be taken as such and go against everything we have originally established in our heads from other media within the genre.
I think it would be wise to explore and discuss how the themes of good vs Evil through the soundtrack in other similar Genres. One of the most arguably iconic villain themes of all time would be the Imperial March from Star Wars. The imperial march was strong motif of villainy and power inspired by the doomy melodic tune of the funeral March (The Legacy of Star Wars by Darryn King) in this article he mentions that the Imperial March was a piece of music designed to bring a feeling of menace and intimidation to the audience. It is used as a backdrop for Vader to connote to the audience that this man is the villain and holds a great deal of power. Through the loud bombastic drums, it immediately presents Vader as an imposing presence within the narrative of the film. John Williams uses the Imperial March also as a leitmotif backdrop to Imperial Empire connoting their evil presence within the story. On the other hand, while the villain themes and leitmotifs within Star Wars are loud and bombastic, the hero themes of the story like “The Force” also by John Williams is calm and soothing with a sense of hope within always played at the backdrop of our heroes. There is of course more that goes into this, but this is simply I gathered and interpreted from my own analysis however (Film music notes by Mark Richard) states that the force theme is there to give off emotion and to make as want to route for the good guys. This is in strong contrast to the theme of the Fellowship which is epic and heroic getting us hyped and excited making us feel some sort of emotion towards the fellowship. This especially effective when duo'd with the theme of the Orcs it’s like a battle of good vs evil through the very theme transitions itself. Another film franchise that follows a very smilar leitmotif structure in my opinion is Harry Potter. Considering all three of these films are big saga blockbusters that very clearly took inspiration from one another it’s very clear to see. Harry Potter just as Lord of the rings and Star Wars represents its themes and villains through strong leitmotifs although I’d argue within Harry Potter, they are far less prominent, but they are very much there. For example, the movie's main antagonist is represented by the creepy and ominous Voldemort theme. It has a connection to evil, power struggles, and malicious magic. The "evil" elements of the story are highlighted by this theme. He represented as far more mysterious and cunning than say Darth Vader and Sauron, but it fits his presence and influence within the story as well. He is an evil spoken of as almost as a myth and the leitmotifs of the film support that narrative heavily. On the other hand, you have leitmotifs like the Hogwarts theme which is represents the school of Hogwarts and is often used in moments that emphasize the helpful and educational elements of the wizarding world. It is connected to education, camaraderie, and the school's sense of community. Lord of the Rings, Star Wars and Harry Potter tackle very similar themes through the leitmotif and the soundtrack, while their narrative themes might be slightly different, I feel they both share a lot in common and do follow a lot of post modernism themes. Both Howard Shore and John Williams kept a very high consistency of representing the themes and narratives through their soundtrack and leitmotifs they gave a far better understanding of the overarching themes and narrative. 
According to Wikipedia (Music of Lord of the rings) there are over 50 leitmotifs within the Lord of the rings. Let’s start by analysing one of the main themes first presented to us with the Fellowship of the Ring, The One Ring theme is unsettling and discordant musical intervals can be heard in the One Ring motif. Music in dissonance creates tension and discomfort, symbolizing the Ring's corrupting influence. The evil nature of the Ring and its power to corrupt those who grasp it are shown through this dissonance. This is coupled with the Elvish theme which sort of plays as a counter acting force to the one theme with its angelic and hymn like melodies. Through analysing the opening of the film, we are introduced to all the major players and forces of good and evil through the themes alone with The One Ring signifying Sauron the antagonist then slowly shifting into the elven theme, then the theme of the orcs and then finishing it off with a calm wholesome Shire theme. All these themes representing major characters within the war for the ring, and I think Howard Shore conveyed that perfectly. This isn’t just in the opening sequence though throughout the film the leitmotifs of good and evil are consistently battling against each other. One last major theme I would like to touch on in The Ring Wraith theme as they have a heavy significance and presence within the film. According to this wiki article (Music of Middle Earth) The Wraith theme while also used for the Orcs and the Eye Sauron is a motif for the incoming doom or threat of mordor. As I have explored before in this essay just like with the Imperial March it connotes to the audience a sense of danger and tension that these are the clear-cut antagonists of the story. This theme is also used within Saruman's on theme convey and signify Saruman’s turn to evil and his betrayal. Within the movie while Frodo is being attacked by these Ring Wraiths the theme suddenly changes to a more heroic and hopeful tune as he is then saved by Aragon once again conveying the battle of good vs evil within the soundtrack. Howard Shore effectively highlights the moral contrasts between good and evil throughout "The Lord of the Rings" trilogy by utilizing these leitmotifs and their variations. In the epic conflict between the forces of light and darkness in Middle earth, the music aids the audience in empathizing with the characters, comprehending their predicaments, and appreciating the consequences of their decisions.
In conclusion through this essay, I have gathered and analysed a range of leitmotifs within the fellowship of the ring and have concluded that a lot of the narrative and themes are conveyed through Howard Shore’s leitmotifs. We see strong religious influence throughout the film and its themes and how he uses it to convey a sense of good and evil. With Elves theme taken heavy inspiration from Muslim prayer which could be seen as holy and hopeful which perfectly encapsulates the presence the elves give off within the story of Fellowship. You can understand as well how the fellowship’s leitmotifs and narrative themes go against a lot of standard genre convention put before it. Seeing it through a more postmodern lens can really start to reveal the crack with the intentions and the leitmotifs of the soundtrack. The film is a constant battle of good vs evil not just through the narrative but through the soundtrack as well and personally I don’t know media does it better than Lord of The Rings. When it comes to movies like Lord of the rings it is inevitable that there will be a lot of underlying themes and leitmotifs in the soundtrack, and I hope this essay has done its best to convey the argument I was trying to make as the themes of good vs evil are not more strongly prevalent in any other movie.
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