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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
	NAME: William Bryce

	 ID No.: 2416710

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
Understanding Incel Extremism: Black Pill Ideology, Violence, and Perception of Risk in the UK.
Why this topic?  Why is it worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation? 
This Topic is worthy of consideration because it addresses a current and increasingly significant issue within Criminology, policing, and online extremism. Incel communities have attracted increased attention over the past decade due to their association with misogynistic ideology, grievance based narratives, and acts of real world violence such as the 2018 Toronto attack, as well as the 2014 Isla Vista killings by  Elliot Rodgers (Hoffman, Ware, and Shapiro, 2020; Baele, Brace, and Coan, 2021). The Black Pill ideology is significant because it encourages nihilist fatalistic beliefs surrounding gender relations, rejection, and male victimhood/suffering, which may contribute to the normalisation and or justification of violence (Lindsay, 2022). 
The topic of incel (involuntary celibate) extremism is suitable for an undergraduate dissertation because it allows for the investigation of an emerging criminological issue, while also engaging in wider discussions surrounding radicalisation, online extremism, masculinity, and violence against women and girls. 
This study on incel extremism is valuable because it focuses on how it is perceived  by the general public, rather than specialist groups, providing primary data on whether it is seen as a credible pathway to violence in the UK. 

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 
Here, you are required to clarify the information you want to collect on your research topic in the form of two, three or four key objectives: 
Aim:
This study aims to critically examine the Black Pill ideology within incel communities, and explore its potential role as a pathway to violence. It also aims to investigate how incel extremism is understood by the public in order to  assess whether it is perceived as a credible emerging threat within the UK.
Objectives:
1. Identify the core beliefs, narratives, and characteristics associated with the Black Pill ideology.
2. Critically evaluate whether the Black Pill ideology aligns with recognised theories of radicalisation and extremism and the implications for managing risk.
3. Explore how the public understands incel extremism, and whether it is seen as a credible emerging threat in the UK. 



	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:
Please clarify some of the key literature to be utilised as part of your research. Consider textbooks, journals, articles, government reports, organisational strategic plans, and list a short bibliography of these key sources. This need not be extensive but will give your supervisor a good point to start from.
Existing literature suggests that incel communities are not simply online discussion spaces for socially isolated men, but instead, can function as ideological environments in which grievance, entitlement, resentment, and hostility towards women and girls is normalised. Ging (2019) shows that incels reside within the wider “manosphere”, and how these spaces reproduce and reinforce gendered hierarchies and hostile forms of masculinity. This helps frame the incel identity as a social construct rather than purely individual or psychological. Hoffman, Ware, and Shapiro (2020) expand on the argument by examining whether incel violence should be viewed as a legitimate extremist threat, particularly where misogynistic worldviews, and the sanctification of attackers such as Elliot Rodgeers and Alek Minassian (Baele, Brace, and Coan, 2021), and online echo chambers overlap. 
The central concept in this dissertation is the Black Pill ideology. The “Black Pill” portrays romantic and sexual rejection as biologically fixed and irreversible, this encourages a nihilistically fatalistic resentment, and belief that violence towards women is either understandable or inevitable (Anti-Defamation League, 2019).  Baele, Brace, and Coan’s (2021) study of the 2018 Toronto attack shows how incel discourse within an echo chamber can construct a worldview built around humiliation, victimhood, and violence. O'Malley, Holt, and Holt (2022) examines the overlap between incels and the wider misogynistic online communities within the manosphere, and shows that incel ideology is situated within broader digital cultures of hatred towards women rather than it being an isolated phenomenon. This dissertation will utilise radicalisation theory to assess the Black Pill ideology and whether it shares features with other extremist belief systems. This does not mean assuming all incels are terrorist, but instead using radicalisation frameworks to assess whether the movement shows patterns associated with ideological escalation, such as grievance, identity fusion, in group verse out group thinking, moral disengagement, and legitimisation of violence (McCauley and Moskalenko, 2008). Borum’s (2011) work on defining radicalisation and the development of the “four stage model” is useful as a broad theoretical standpoint, while more recent studies examine whether incel violence is best explained through extremism, misogyny, and mental health, or a combination of all (De Roos, Veldhuizen-Ochodničanová, and Hanna, 2024). The 2024 Predicting harm among incels report (Whittaker, Costello, and Thomas, 2024) is the largest study done on incels to date, this report is particularly important because it found a complex relationship between mental health, ideological belief, and social networking, it also warned against reducing the issue to a simple “terrorism” label.
This dissertation will also use theories of masculinity and aggrieved entitlement. These are useful in explaining how some incle narratives are built around perceived loss, sexual exclusion, and resentment towards women and socially successful men (Thornburn, Powell, and Chambers, 2023). This literature helps the study in understanding how identity, humiliation, and exclusion can evolve into misogynistic ideology. 
Finally, this study will utilise UK policy and safeguarding literature, this is because this study is not just about what incels believe,  but also whether the public perceive incel extremism as a credible risk in the UK. The counter-terrorism strategy (CONTEST) (Home Office, 2023) will be used as key literature as it will situate the discussion within  counter-terrorism and prevention policy, along with Tackling violence against women and girls strategy (Home Office, 2021) which will provide a framework for understanding the public issue of misogyny rather than it being purely a private attitude. The Commission for Counter Extremism’s research completed by Swansea University is particularly important due to its debate on incels ideology as a mental health issue, counter-extremist, or hybrid response.  

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
Summary of qualitative or quantitative methods, and survey techniques being considered.
This research will use both quantitative and qualitative research methods based on an anonymous online survey. The survey will be distributed to adult members of  the general public to gather data on their awareness and perception of incel extremism, the Black Pill ideology, and to what extent they view it as a credible pathway to violence in the UK. This method allows data to be collected from a wide range of participants in a practical and time efficient way.
The survey will be created using Microsoft Forms, and will be circulated through appropriate public networks where access is possible. The survey will mainly include closed questions and Likert-scale questions to measure attitudes, awareness levels, and perceived risk. A small number of open ended questions will be included to allow participants to briefly expand on their viewpoints where relevant. 
The survey will be anonymous and voluntary, participants will be informed about the purpose of the research before taking part. They will also be informed of their right to withdraw at any point before submitting their response, and to skip any questions they do not wish to answer. 

	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
Provide details of target sample. For example, who are you intending to ask to participate in your research, will you be seeking perspectives from experts who work in a given field, or will you be using a general questionnaire to gauge perspectives from members of the public? 
The target sample for this research will consist of adults aged 18 or over from the general public. This group has been selected because the study is concerned with the public perception of incel extremism and the Black Pill ideology. 
This research will use a non probability sampling strategy, based on convenience and purposive sampling. Participants will be recruited through the circulation of an anonymous online survey using Microsoft Forms across online platforms and networks where access is available. All participants will need to be aged 18 or over. The study will be adult respondents only, which is more appropriate given the topic. 
The aim of this sampling methodology is not to generate findings that can be generalised to the whole UK population, instead to gather a broad range of perception data from adult members of the general public. 

	INITIAL REFERENCE LIST:
Please follow the Harvard referencing system
Anti-Defamation League (2019) The Extremist Medicine Cabinet: A Guide to Online “Pills”, Available at: https://www.adl.org/resources/article/extremist-medicine-cabinet-guide-online-pills (Accessed: 28 April 2026). 
Baele, S.J., Brace, L. and Coan, T.G. (2021) “From ‘Incel’ to ‘Saint’: Analyzing the violent worldview behind the 2018 Toronto attack,” Terrorism and political violence, 33(8), pp. 1667–1691. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1080/09546553.2019.1638256. (Accessed: 14 April 2026). 
Borum, R. (2011) “Radicalization into Violent Extremism II: A Review of Conceptual Models and Empirical Research,” Journal of strategic security, 4(4), pp. 37–62. Available at: https://doi.org/10.5038/1944-0472.4.4.2. (Accessed: 14 April 2026). 
de Roos, M.S., Veldhuizen-Ochodničanová, L. and Hanna, A. (2024) “The Angry Echo Chamber: A Study of Extremist and Emotional Language Changes in Incel Communities Over Time,” Journal of interpersonal violence, 39(21–22), pp. 4573–4597. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1177/08862605241239451. (Accessed: 14 April 2026)
Ging, D. (2019) “Alphas, Betas, and Incels: Theorizing the Masculinities of the Manosphere,” Men and masculinities, 22(4), pp. 638–657. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1177/1097184X17706401. (Accessed: 14 April 2026). 
Hoffman, B., Ware, J. and Shapiro, E. (2020) “Assessing the Threat of Incel Violence,” Studies in conflict and terrorism, 43(7), pp. 565–587. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1080/1057610X.2020.1751459. (Accessed: 14 April 2026). 
Home Office (2023). Counter-terrorism strategy (CONTEST) 2023. GOV.UK. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/counter-terrorism-strategy-contest-2023. (Accessed: 14 April 2026). 
Home Office (2021). Tackling Violence against Women and Girls Strategy. GOV.UK. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tackling-violence-against-women-and-girls-strategy/tackling-violence-against-women-and-girls-strategy. (Accessed: 14 April 2026). 
Lindsay, A. (2022) ‘Swallowing the Black Pill: Involuntary Celibates’ (Incels) Anti Feminism within Digital Society’, International Journal for Crime, Justice and Social Democracy, 11(1), pp. 210–224. Available at: https://doi.org/10.5204/ijcjsd.2138. (Accessed: 27 April 2026).
McCauley, C. and Moskalenko, S. (2008) “Mechanisms of Political Radicalization: Pathways Toward Terrorism,” Terrorism and political violence, 20(3), pp. 415–433. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1080/09546550802073367. (Accessed: 14 April 2026).
O’Malley, R.L., Holt, K. and Holt, T.J. (2022) “An Exploration of the Involuntary Celibate (Incel) Subculture Online,” Journal of interpersonal violence, 37(7–8), pp. NP4981–NP5008. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1177/0886260520959625. (Accessed: 14 April 2026). 
Thorburn, J., Powell, A. and Chambers, P. (2023) “A world alone: Masculinities, humiliation and aggrieved entitlement on an incel forum,” British journal of criminology, 63(1), pp. 238–254. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1093/bjc/azac020. (Accessed: 14 April 2026). 
Whittaker, J., Costello, W., and Thomas, A.G. (2024) “Predicting harm among incels (involuntary celibates): the roles of mental health, ideological belief and social networking,” Commission for Counter Extremism / Swansea University. Available at: doi:https://doi.org/10.13140/RG.2.2.25268.22405. (Accessed: 14 April 2026). 





[bookmark: _heading=h.u5zcv53ukw81]Task 3: Ethics Form 

APPLICATION FOR ETHICAL APPROVAL
	RESEARCH STUDENTS
This form is to be completed by the student within SIX months for full-time students and TWELVE months for part time students, after the commencement of the research degree or following progression to Part Two of your course. 

Once complete, submit this form via the MyTSD Doctoral College Portal at (https://mytsd.uwtsd.ac.uk).

This document is also available in Welsh.


	RESEARCH STAFF ONLY
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.


	STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.



In order for research to result in benefit and minimise risk of harm, it must be conducted ethically. A researcher may not be covered by the University’s insurance if ethical approval has not been obtained prior to commencement.

The University follows the OECD Frascati manual definition of research activity: “creative work undertaken on a systematic basis in order to increase the stock of knowledge, including knowledge of man, culture and society, and the use of this stock of knowledge to devise new applications”. As such this covers activities undertaken by members of staff, postgraduate research students, and both taught postgraduate and undergraduate students working on dissertations/projects.

The individual undertaking the research activity is known as the “principal researcher”.

Ethical approval is not required for routine audits, performance reviews, quality assurance studies, testing within normal educational requirements, and literary or artistic criticism.

Please read the notes for guidance before completing ALL sections of the form.

This form must be completed and approved prior to undertaking any research activity. Please see Checklist for details of process for different categories of application.  

SECTION A: About You (Principal Researcher)
	1
	Full Name:
	William Martin Bryce 

	2
	Tick all boxes that apply:
	Member of staff:
	☐
	Honorary research fellow:
	☐

	
	Undergraduate Student
	x
	Taught Postgraduate Student
	☐
	Postgraduate Research Student
	☐



	3
	Institute/Academic Discipline/Centre:
	University of Wales Trinity Saint David


	4
	Campus:
	SA1 Waterfront Campus 


	5
	E-mail address:
	2416710@uwtsd.student.ac.uk


	6
	Contact Telephone Number:
	07535 528450


	
	For students:

	7
	Student Number:
	2416710

	8
	Programme of Study:
	Criminology and Policing 

	9
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	Laura Knight




SECTION B: Approval for Research Activity
	1
	Has the research activity received approval in principle?
(please check the Guidance Notes as to the appropriate approval process for different levels of research by different categories of individual)
	YES
	☐
	NO
	x

	
	
	Date

	2
	If Yes, please indicate source of approval (and date where known): Approval in principle must be obtained from the relevant source prior to seeking ethical approval
	Research Degrees Committee
	☐
	

	
	
	Institute Research Committee
	☐
	

	
	
	Other (write in)

	☐
	




SECTION C:  Internal and External Ethical Guidance Materials
	
	Please list the core ethical guidance documents that have been referred to during the completion of this form (including any discipline-specific codes of research ethics, location-specific codes of research ethics, and also any specific ethical guidance relating to the proposed methodology).  Please tick to confirm that your research proposal adheres to these codes and guidelines. You may add rows to this table if needed.

	1
	UWTSD Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice
	x

	2
	UWTSD Research Data Management Policy
	x

	3
	[List any other relevant documents here]
	☐



SECTION D: External Collaborative Research Activity
If there are external collaborators then you should gain consent from the contact persons to share their personal data with the university. If there are no external collaborators then leave this section blank and continue to section E.
	1
	Institution
	


	2
	Contact person name
	


	3
	Contact person e-mail address

	

	4
	Is your research externally funded?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	5
	Are you in receipt of a KESS scholarship?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	6
	Are you specifically employed to undertake this research in either a paid or voluntary capacity?
	Voluntary
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	7
	
	Employed
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	8
	Is the research being undertaken within an existing UWTSD Athrofa Professional Learning Partnership (APLP)?
	If YES then the permission question below does not need to be answered.
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	9
	Has permission to undertake the research has been provided by the partner organisation?
	(If YES attach copy)
If NO the application cannot continue
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐




Where research activity is carried out in collaboration with an external organisation
	10
	Does this organisation have its own ethics approval system?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	
	
If Yes, please attach a copy of any final approval (or interim approval) from the organisation (this may be a copy of an email if appropriate).




SECTION E: Details of Research Activity
	1
	Indicative title:
	Understanding Incel Extremism: Black Pill Ideology, Violence, and Perception of Risk in the UK.

	2
	Proposed start date:
	September 2026
	Proposed end date:
	February 2027

	
	Introduction to the Research (maximum 300 words per section)
Ensure that you write for a Non-Specialist Audience when outlining your response to the points below:
· Purpose of Research Activity
· Proposed Research Question
· Aims of Research Activity
· Objectives of Research Activity
Demonstrate, briefly, how Existing Research has informed the proposed activity and explain
· What the research activity will add to the body of knowledge 
· How it addresses an area of importance. 

	3
	Purpose of Research Activity
This study will examine how incel extremism and the Black Pill ideology is understood by adult members of the public in the UK. The purpose of this research is to explore whether the incel ideology is perceived as a credible pathway to violence and an emerging public safety concern. 
This study does not involve direct interaction with members of the incel communities, instead gathering perception based data from adult members of the public. This study aims to contribute to current criminological debates on whether the incel ideology should be understood as an emerging public safety concern or misogyny and online extremism. 
(this box should expand as you type)

	4
	Research Question
How is incel extremism, particularly the Black Pill ideology, understood by the general public,  and to what extent is it perceived as a credible pathway to violence in the UK. 
(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	Aims of Research Activity
This study aims to critically examine the Black Pill ideology within incel communities and explore its potential role as a pathway to violence. This study also aims to investigate how incel extremism is understood by the public in order to assess whether it is perceived as a credible emerging threat within the UK.
(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Objectives of Research Activity
1. Identify the core beliefs, narratives, and characteristics associated with the Black Pill ideology.
2. Critically evaluate whether the Black Pill ideology aligns with recognised theories of radicalisation and extremism and the implications for managing risk.
3. Explore how the public understands incel extremism, and whether it is seen as a credible emerging threat in the UK. 
(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Proposed methods (maximum 600 words)
Provide a brief summary of all the methods that may be used in the research activity, making it clear what specific techniques may be used. If methods other than those listed in this section are deemed appropriate later, additional ethical approval for those methods will be needed. You do not need to justify the methods here, but should instead describe how you intend to collect the data necessary for you to complete your project.

	7
	This Study will use both quantitative and qualitative research methods based on an anonymous online survey. The survey will be distributed to adult members of  the general public. The survey will mainly include closed questions and Likert scale questions to measure awareness, attitudes, and perception of risk. A small number of open ended questions may be included to allow participants to explain  their views. All questions are optional.
Participating in the survey is completely voluntary. Before beginning the survey, participants will be provided with an information section explaining the purpose of the study, what participation involves, how their data will be used, and that they may stop at any time before submitting the form. Because the survey is anonymous, once the survey has been submitted, it may not be possible to withdraw individual data, this will be explained in advance. This study will not involve interviews, focus groups, covert observation, deception, audio recording, video recording, contact with vulnerable groups, children, prisoners, or self identified incels. This research is limited to adults who choose to respond to the online questionnaire. 
Due to the topics sensitive nature of violence, extremism, and misogyny, the survey questions will be carefully worded to avoid graphic, distressing, or inflammatory content. Participants will not be asked to disclose personal offending, traumatic victimisation, or personal experiences. Any open ended questions will be optional. A debrief will be provided at the end of the survey, which will include directions to relevant support services if any participants find the topic upsetting. 
(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Location of research activity
Identify all locations where research activity will take place.

	8
	This research will be conducted online using Microsoft Forms. Participants will use their own devices remotely to complete the survey. Recruitment for the survey will take place through online public networks and platforms where access is available. 
(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Research activity outside of the UK
If research activity will take place overseas, you are responsible for ensuring that local ethical considerations are complied with and that the relevant permissions are sought. Specify any local guidelines (e.g. from local professional associations/learned societies/universities) that exist and whether these involve any ethical stipulations beyond those usual in the UK (provide details of any licenses or permissions required). Also specify whether there are any specific ethical issues raised by the local context in which the research activity is taking place, for example, particular cultural and/or legal sensitivities or vulnerabilities of participants. If you live in the country where you will do the research then please state this.

	9
	Research will be conducted inside the UK.
(this box should expand as you type)



	10
	Use of documentation not in the public domain: Are any documents NOT publicly available? 

	NO
	x

	
	
	YES
	☐

	11
	If Yes, please provide details here of how you will gain access to specific documentation that is not in the public domain and that this is in accordance with the current data protection law of the country in question and that of England and Wales.



(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Does your research relate to one or more of the seven aims of the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015?
	
YES
	
NO

	12
	A prosperous Wales
	☐
	☐

	13
	A resilient Wales
	☐
	☐

	14
	A healthier Wales
	x
	☐

	15
	A more equal Wales
	x
	☐

	16
	A Wales of cohesive communities
	x
	☐

	17
	A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language
	☐
	☐

	18
	A globally responsible Wales
	☐
	☐

	19
	If YES to any of the above, please give details:

	
	This research relates to a more equal Wales because it examines attitudes towards violence against women and girls, and misogynistic ideology. It also relates to a healthier Wales as well as a Wales of cohesive community because it explores perceptions of a form of online extremism that may affect public safety and wellbeing. 

(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION F: Scope of Research Activity
	
	Will the research activity include:
	YES
	NO

	1
	Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?
	x
	☐

	2
	Use of interviews?
	☐
	x

	3
	Use of focus groups?
	☐
	x

	4
	Use of participant diaries? 
	☐
	x

	5
	Use of video or audio recording?
	☐
	x

	6
	Use of computer-generated log files?
	☐
	x

	7
	Participant observation with their knowledge?
	☐
	x

	8
	Participant observation without their knowledge?
	☐
	x

	9
	Access to personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific consent?
	☐
	x

	10
	Administration of any questions, test stimuli, presentation that may be experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful / offensive?
	x
	☐

	11
	Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem?
	☐
	x

	12
	Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities?
	☐
	x

	13
	Use of procedures that involve deception?
	☐
	x

	14
	Administration of any substance, agent or placebo?
	☐
	x

	15
	Working with live vertebrate animals?
	☐
	x

	16
	Procedures that may have a negative impact on the environment?
	☐
	x

	17
	Other primary data collection methods. Please indicate the type of data collection method(s) below.
	☐
	x

	
	Details of any other primary data collection method:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	


If NO to every question, then the research activity is (ethically) low risk and may be exempt from some of the following sections (please refer to Guidance Notes).

If YES to any question, then no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval has been obtained. 

SECTION G: Intended Participants
If there are no participants then do not complete this section, but go directly to section H.



	
	Who are the intended participants:
	
YES
	
NO

	1
	Students or staff at the University?
	☐
	x

	2
	Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?
	x
	☐

	3
	Vulnerable adults?
	☐
	x

	4
	Children and Young People under the age of 18? (Consent from Parent, Carer or Guardian will be required)
	☐
	x

	5
	Prisoners?
	☐
	x

	6
	Young offenders?
	☐
	x

	7
	Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with the investigator or a gatekeeper?
	☐
	x

	8
	People engaged in illegal activities?
	☐
	x

	9
	Others. Please indicate the participants below, and specifically any group who may be unable to give consent.

	☐
	x

	
	Details of any other participant groups:


(this box should expand as you type)
	
	



	
	Participant numbers and source
Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and how will they be recruited? 

	10
	How many participants are expected?

	
30 - 100

(this box should expand as you type)

	11
	Who will the participants be?

	
Adult members of the general public ages 18 or over.

(this box should expand as you type)

	12
	How will you identify the participants?
	
Participants will be recruited through the circulation of an online survey using online public platforms and networks where access is possible. The survey may be shared through social media, online forums, and any other appropriate channels. 
(this box should expand as you type)




	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	13
	Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?
	x
	☐
	☐

	14
	Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?
	x
	☐
	☐

	15
	Will you obtain written consent for participation?
	x
	☐
	☐

	16
	Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?
	x
	☐
	☐

	17
	If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their consent to being observed?
	☐
	☐
	x

	18
	Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at any time and for any reason?
	x
	☐
	☐

	19
	With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting questions they do not want to answer?
	x
	☐
	☐

	20
	Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?
	x
	☐
	☐

	21
	Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way appropriate to the type of research undertaken?
	x
	☐
	☐

	22
	If NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation 

	
	
(this box should expand as you type)




	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	24
	Will participants be paid?
	☐
	x
	☐

	25
	Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with participants?
	☐
	x
	☐

	26
	Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or University arising from this study?
	☐
	x
	☐

	27
	Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?
	☐
	x
	☐

	28
	If YES to any question, please provide full details 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION H: Anticipated Risks

	
	Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them. 

If you have completed a full risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, or external research collaborator) you may append that to this form.  

	1
	Full risk assessment completed and appended? 
	Yes 
	☐

	
	
	No
	x

	2
	Risks to participants
For example: sector-specific health & safety, emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm, transfer of personal data, sensitive organisational information

	
	Risk to participants:
Possible risk is low because the research concerns incel extremism, misogyny, and violence. Some participants may feel uncomfortable and find the subject upsetting or offensive. Participants may also misunderstand a question leading to feelings of unease when expressing their views on a sensitive issue.  
(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to participants:
Risk will be reduced by using non graphic language, neutrally worded questions, and avoiding questions on personal traumatic experiences, offending history, or any identifying information. Participation in the study will be voluntary, participants may also skip any questions, and they may also withdraw from the survey at any point before submitting the survey. A short debrief will be provided at the end of the survey with directions to support services if needed. 
(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics (e.g. sexual activity, drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project, it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities

	
	This study concerns a sensitive topic because it addresses misogyny, online extremism, extremist ideology, and violence. Participants will not be asked about any illegal behaviour or personal experiences. The questions in the survey will focus on awareness, attitudes, and perception rather than disclosure of any personal actions. If any participants experience distress, they will be advised to stop the survey immediately. The debrief will include directions to support services, such as university wellbeing and support services, and public support services such as Mind. Because this research is anonymous, it is not designed to collect identifiable disclosures. Participants in the survey will be advised not to include names, addresses, or any other identifying details in the open ended questions, if an identifiable disclosure of criminal intent, or threat of harm were made, the matter would be immediately referred to the supervisor and then handled in line with UWTSD safeguarding and ethical guidance. 
(this box should expand as you type)

	4
	Risks to the investigator
For example: personal health & safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of harm/impropriety, conflict of interest

	
	Risk to the investigator:
Possible risk of emotional discomfort from dealing with misogynistic and extremist content. 


(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the investigator:
There will be no direct engagement with any incels. Any concerns will be discussed with the supervisor. 


(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	University/institutional risks
For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data protection

	
	Risk to the University:
Possible risk of adverse publicity if the topic is misunderstood, and data protection risks if information is mishandled. 


(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the University:
The study will be presented clearly as an academic criminological project on the perception of online extremism. The survey will avoid inflammatory and sensationalist wording.  No unnecessary personal data will be collected. Data is anonymous and for the dissertation only. It will also be stored securely on a UWTSD account. 
(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Environmental risks
For example: accidental spillage of pollutants, damage to local ecosystems

	
	Risk to the environment:
None
(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to environment:
N/A
(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Disclosure and Barring Service

	
	If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any contact with such participants.
	YES

	NO

	N/A


	7
	Does your research require you to hold a current DBS Certificate?
	☐
	x
	☐

	8
	If YES, please give the certificate number. If the certificate number is not available please write “Pending”; in this case any ethical approval will be subject to providing the appropriate certificate number.
	




SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality

	1
	Feedback
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when? 

	
	A short debrief at the end of the survey that will thank them for participating, briefly restate the purpose of the study, and provide contact details for the primary researcher (myself) and the supervisor. It will also include directions to support services if needed. 


(this box should expand as you type)

	2
	Informed consent
Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation.

	
	Participants will be shown a participant information section at the start of the survey. This will state the purpose of the project, what will be involved for the participants, that participation is completely voluntary, that they may skip any questions, and that they may withdraw from the survey at any point before submitting meaning no data will be recorded or stored. 
(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	Confidentiality / Anonymity
Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case. 

	
	Participants will not be asked to provide names, student numbers, addresses, or any other direct identifiers. Any open ended responses used in the dissertation will be anonymised and quoted or referred to only where they cannot identify the respondent. Participants will be told not to include identifying details in open ended answers. 


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage

	
	Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 “GDPR” and the Data Protection Act 2018 “DPA”)?
	YES
	NO

	1
	“Personal data” means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person (‘data subject’). An identifiable natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person. Any video or audio recordings of participants is considered to be personal data.
	x
	☐

	
	If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	2
	Participants will not be asked to include names, addresses, telephone numbers, student numbers, or email addresses. The survey focuses on anonymous response on the awareness and perception of incel extremism, the Black Pill ideology, and perceived risk. Any demographic questions will be limited to broad categories, such as age range, and general background variables where necessary. Participants will be instructed not to include any identifying personal details in open ended responses. This data is needed to identify patterns in awareness and perception across respondents while keeping the data as limited as possible to keep anonymous. Participants will be instructed to not include personal information in open ended questions. 
(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)?
	YES
	NO

	3
	“Special category data” means sensitive personal data consisting of information as to the data subjects’ –
(a) racial or ethnic origin,
(b) political opinions,
(c ) religious beliefs or other beliefs of a similar nature,
(d) membership of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992),
(e) physical or mental health or condition,
(f) sexual life,
(g) genetics,
(h) biometric data (as used for ID purposes),
	☐
	x

	
	If YES, provide a description of the special category data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	4
	


(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Will data from the research activity (collected data, drafts of the thesis, or materials for publication) be stored in any of the following ways?
	YES
	NO

	5
	Manual files (i.e. in paper form)?
	☐
	x

	6
	University computers?
	x
	☐

	7
	Private company computers?
	☐
	x

	8
	Home or other personal computers?
	☐
	x

	9
	Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks?
	☐
	x

	10
	“Cloud” storage or websites?
	x
	☐

	11
	Other – specify:

	☐
	x

	12
	For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure the security of the data collected, data confidentiality, including details of backup procedures, password protection, encryption, anonymisation and pseudonymisation:

	
	Survey responses will be collected through Microsoft Forms via UWTSD OneDrive. Access to this data will only be for the primary researcher (myself) and the supervisor. Access to this data requires logging into a UWTSD account needing two step verification. Dissertation drafts will also be stored on the UWTSD OneDrive requiring the same verification process. Data will not be stored on personal devices or on paper. 

(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Data Protection

	
	Will the research activity involve any of the following activities:
	YES
	NO

	13
	Electronic transfer of data in any form?
	x
	☐

	14
	Sharing of data with others at the University outside of the immediate research team?
	☐
	x

	15
	Sharing of data with other organisations?
	☐
	x

	16
	Export of data outside the UK or importing of data from outside the UK?
	☐
	x

	17
	Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers?
	☐
	x

	18
	Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals?
	☐
	x

	19
	Use of data management system?
	☐
	x

	20
	Data archiving?
	☐
	x

	21
	If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in accordance with the GDPR and Data Protection Act (2018) (and any international equivalents, where appropriate):

	
	This research will involve electronic transfer of data because the survey responses will be collected through Microsoft Forms and then stored on UWTSD OneDrive which requires a password and two step verification to access. Any drafts and research related material will also be stored on the UWTSD OneDrive. 


(this box should expand as you type)

	22
	List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:

	
	Primary researcher (myself) and the supervisor. 


(this box should expand as you type)

	23
	List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:

	
	Primary researcher


(this box should expand as you type)

	24
	Give details of data storage arrangements, including security measures in place to protect the data, where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived – if so how and if not why not.  

	
	The research data will be stored electronically on the primary researchers UWTSD OneDrive account. This account requires a password and two step verification to access. The data will be stored in digital form only. Participants will not be asked to provide identifying personal details. Access to the raw data is limited to the primary researcher and the supervisor. The data will be stored for as long as necessary for the completion of the dissertation, after which it will be deleted. The data will not be archived as there is no need for long term preservation of data for this project. 
(this box should expand as you type)

	25
	Please indicate if your data will be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository (see https://researchdata.uwtsd.ac.uk/ ).   If so please explain. (Most relevant to academic staff) 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	26
	Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/)
	YES
	x

	27
	Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data until after your research has completed or the end of your funding
	YES
	x





SECTION K: Declaration
	
	The information which I have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application I hereby confirm that I undertake to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice which is published on the website: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/research/research-ethics/ 

	1
	Signature of applicant:
	William Bryce
	Date: 15/04/26




For STUDENT Submissions:
	2
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	
	Date:

	3
	Signature:
	

	



For STAFF Submissions:
	4
	Academic Director/ Assistant Dean:
	
	Date:

	5
	Signature:
	

	



Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form according to the guidelines and attached any required documentation:
	x
	I have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.

	x
	I have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.

	☐
	I confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle

	☐
	I have attached a copy of final/interim approval from external organisation (where appropriate)

	☐
	I have attached a full risk assessment (where appropriate)  ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE ATTACHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT

	x
	I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.

	x
	I understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must be confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Academic Director.



	STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.







[bookmark: _heading=h.edtn0ix5fcpg]Task 4: Justification of the Chosen Research Method 

The chosen research method and most appropriate method for this dissertation is an anonymous online survey using a quantitative and qualitative approach with close, likert scale, and some open ended questions. The survey will mainly gather quantitative data through closed and Likert scale questions, with qualitative data through some open ended questions to explain viewpoints on given answers if needed. This method fits the aim of the dissertation because the focus of this study is to not only understand the core beliefs of the Black Pill ideology and how violence is justified, but to measure awareness, perception, and the perceived risk of incel extremism and the Black Pill ideology amongst the general public. 
A survey following this approach is suitable when the researcher wants to gather data from a wide number of participants in a structured format, rather than individual narratives. Online surveys such as the one being used for this study are useful because they are inexpensive, convenient and easy to administer, particularly when participants are spread across a wide range of different backgrounds and may have limited time to participate (Andrade, 2020). Because this survey is not intended to produce an ethnographic account of incels communities which follow the Black Pill ideology though engaging with them. Closed questions and likert scale questions are suited as they allow attitudes and levels of awareness to be converted into a numerical data set that can be used for comparisons. Toepoel (2017) states that quantitative online surveys rely mainly on closed questions because fixed response options allow for answers to be turned into numbers, making statistical analysis easier.
This method is more realistic for the dissertation, a semi structured interview approach would allow for more insightful answers, they would also be significantly more difficult to arrange with busy professions such as police officers, therapists, teachers, and safeguarding staff. An online survey would reduce this practical barrier by allowing the participants to respond in their own time when they feel they are able to. This makes it more likely that a wider range of participants will respond to the survey and take part. Bryman (2016) argues that self completion questionnaires are especially useful when the researcher needs a practical and economical way of gathering data from a large cohort. An online survey is also appropriate for this dissertation due to the sensitive nature of the topic. Participants may feel more comfortable expressing their views with anonymity rather than a face to face interview. The absence of an interviewer can reduce pressure and allow respondents more time to consider their answers, as well as being more open with their answers (Ong and Weiss, 2000). This is useful in projects dealing with potentially controversial attitudes/ perspectives. A small number of open questions can be included to give the participants the ability to explain their answers, which will add more depth without changing the overall quantitative design of the study. 
Andrade (2020) says that online surveys can suffer from self selection bias and limited generalisability when distributed to a broad and or unknown audience. The sampling of participants in this study will be based on convenience and purposive access rather than complete random sampling. As a result, the findings will not be statistically generalisable to the entire UK population. The chosen method is still appropriate because the aim of the study is based on responses from non random samples of the general public rather than national representation.
 

[bookmark: _heading=h.hm20wll96mzy]Task 5: Draft Research Questions
Preparing for Research (BMLC5010) Survey – Fill in for



Task 6: Evaluation of the Chosen Data Analysis Method 

The most appropriate data analysis method for this study is a mainly quantitative analysis of survey data using descriptive statistics (Cooksey, 2020), supported by a qualitative thematic analysis of any optional open ended responses (Ahmed et al., 2025). This approach is most suitable because the survey is designed to generate mostly structured data through closed and likert scale questions, while also allowing for explanations of their viewpoints when needed.  Descriptive statistical analysis is appropriate because it allows for patterns in data to be clearly summarised (Kaur, Stoltzfus, and Yellapu, 2018). For example, responses can be presented through frequencies, percentages, and comparisons across categories, making it possible to identify how many participants perceive incel extremism as a credible threat, how many are aware of incel extremism, and how attitudes towards it vary across age, occupation, and gender. Bryman (2016) states that quantitative data from structured questionnaires are well suited to this kind of analysis because they allow patterns, trends, and comparisons to be identified across a large cohort. This is important because the survey is intended to collect perception data from a large group of people rather than highly individualistic accounts. 
Descriptive statistics is also useful because the likely sample size is relatively modest, and this study uses non-probability convenience and purposive sampling, meaning that attempting advanced inferential statistics would be difficult to justify and could give misleading impressions of generalisability (Siregar, 2025). Descriptive analysis is a better approach because it allows the data to be presented clearly without exaggerating what the findings can prove. Furthermore, the inclusion of open ended questions means thematic analysis will be used for these qualitative questions, to analyse themes and patterns. Braun and Clarke (2006) argue, thematic analysis is a flexible method for analysing and identifying patterns of meaning in qualitative data. This is particularly useful with the topic of incel extremism as it is an emerging issue and many participants in the survey may wish to explain why they see it as dangerous, overblown, or not well understood. 
However, the qualitative thematic analysis should remain secondary to the descriptive statistical analysis, because the open ended responses are likely to be short. Yan et al., (2015)  tells us that it is highly likely that participants will provide shorter answers and engage in satisficing, as the survey progresses, minimising cognitive efforts preferring brevity. Therefore, a combination of descriptive statistical analysis and thematic analysis is most suitable because it allows for measurable patterns and brief explanatory comments to be analysed clearly. 












[bookmark: _heading=h.hn3v8mpl2oo6]References
Ahmed, S.K. et al. (2025) ‘Using Thematic Analysis in Qualitative Research’, Journal of Medicine, Surgery, and Public Health, 6(6), p. 100198. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.glmedi.2025.100198. (Accessed: 27 April 2026). 
Andrade, C. (2020) “The Limitations of Online Surveys,” Indian journal of psychological medicine, 42(6), pp. 575–576. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1177/0253717620957496. (Accessed: 17 April 2026). 
Anti-Defamation League (2019) The Extremist Medicine Cabinet: A Guide to Online “Pills”, Available at: https://www.adl.org/resources/article/extremist-medicine-cabinet-guide-online-pills (Accessed: 28 April 2026).  
Baele, S. J., Brace, L. and Coan, T. G. (2021) ‘From “Incel” to “Saint”: Analyzing the violent worldview behind the 2018 Toronto attack’, Terrorism and Political Violence, 33(8), pp. 1667–1691. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1080/09546553.2019.1638256 (Accessed: 10 April 2026). 
Borum, R. (2011) “Radicalization into Violent Extremism II: A Review of Conceptual Models and Empirical Research,” Journal of strategic security, 4(4), pp. 37–62. Available at: https://doi.org/10.5038/1944-0472.4.4.2. (Accessed: 14 April 2026). 
Braun, V. and Clarke, V. (2006) ‘Using Thematic Analysis in Psychology’, Qualitative Research in Psychology, 3(2), pp. 77–101. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1191/1478088706qp063oa. (Accessed: 27 April 2026).
Bryman, A. (2016) Social research methods. 5th ed. Oxford ; Oxford University Press.
Cooksey, R.W. (2020). Descriptive Statistics for Summarising Data. Illustrating Statistical Procedures: Finding Meaning in Quantitative Data, 1(1), pp.61–139. Available at: doi:https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-15-2537-7_5. (Accessed: 27 April 2026). 
De Roos, M.S., Veldhuizen-Ochodničanová, L. and Hanna, A. (2024) “The Angry Echo Chamber: A Study of Extremist and Emotional Language Changes in Incel Communities Over Time,” Journal of interpersonal violence, 39(21–22), pp. 4573–4597. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1177/08862605241239451. (Accessed: 14 April 2026).
Ging, D. (2019) “Alphas, Betas, and Incels: Theorizing the Masculinities of the Manosphere,” Men and masculinities, 22(4), pp. 638–657. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1177/1097184X17706401. (Accessed: 14 April 2026). 
Hoffman, B., Ware, J. and Shapiro, E. (2020) “Assessing the Threat of Incel Violence,” Studies in conflict and terrorism, 43(7), pp. 565–587. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1080/1057610X.2020.1751459. (Accessed: 14 April 2026). 
Home Office (2025). Tackling violence against women and girls. Available at: https://www.nao.org.uk/reports/tackling-violence-against-women-and-girls/ (Accessed: 10 April 2026). 
Home Office (2023). Counter-terrorism strategy (CONTEST) 2023. GOV.UK. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/counter-terrorism-strategy-contest-2023. (Accessed: 14 April 2026). 
Home Office (2021). Tackling Violence against Women and Girls Strategy. GOV.UK. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tackling-violence-against-women-and-girls-strategy/tackling-violence-against-women-and-girls-strategy. (Accessed: 14 April 2026).
Kaur, P., Stoltzfus, J. and Yellapu, V. (2018) “Descriptive statistics,” International journal of academic medicine, 4(1), pp. 60–63. Available at: https://doi.org/10.4103/IJAM.IJAM_7_18. (Accessed: 23 April 2026).
Low, N. and Owen-Evans, R. (2024). Public Trust and Confidence in the Police. UK Parliament. Available at: https://doi.org/10.58248/HS80. (10 April 2026). 
McCauley, C. and Moskalenko, S. (2008) “Mechanisms of Political Radicalization: Pathways Toward Terrorism,” Terrorism and political violence, 20(3), pp. 415–433. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1080/09546550802073367. (Accessed: 14 April 2026).
O’Malley, R.L., Holt, K. and Holt, T.J. (2022) “An Exploration of the Involuntary Celibate (Incel) Subculture Online,” Journal of interpersonal violence, 37(7–8), pp. NP4981–NP5008. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1177/0886260520959625. (Accessed: 14 April 2026). 
Siregar, T. (2025) ‘Descriptive Statistics: Concepts, Data Collection Methods, and Sampling Techniques in Quantitative Research’, Jurnal Aplikasi Matematika dan Statistik. Available at: https://www.researchgate.net/publication/396983535_Descriptive_Statistics_Concepts_Data_Collection_Methods_and_Sampling_Techniques_in_Quantitative_Research. (Accessed: 27 April 2026).
Thorburn, J., Powell, A. and Chambers, P. (2023) “A world alone: Masculinities, humiliation and aggrieved entitlement on an incel forum,” British journal of criminology, 63(1), pp. 238–254. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1093/bjc/azac020. (Accessed: 14 April 2026). 
Toepoel, V. (2017) “Doing Surveys Online” ProtoView. Beaverton: Ringgold, Inc. 
Office for National Statistics (2026). Fraud and computer misuse in England and Wales. Ons.gov.uk. Available at: https://share.google/zC9UgStAaLDbp6jju. (Accessed: 10 April 2026). 
Office for National Statistics (2025). Domestic abuse in England and Wales overview. Ons.gov.uk. Available at:https://share.google/STzjX8zFOKH7J9apG (Accessed: 10 April 2026). 
Ong, A.D. and Weiss, D.J. (2000) “The Impact of Anonymity on Responses to Sensitive Questions,” Journal of applied social psychology, 30(8), pp. 1691–1708. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1559-1816.2000.tb02462.x. (Accessed: 17 April 2026).
Whittaker, J., Costello, W., and Thomas, A.G. (2024) “Predicting harm among incels (involuntary celibates): the roles of mental health, ideological belief and social networking,” Commission for Counter Extremism / Swansea University. Available at: doi:https://doi.org/10.13140/RG.2.2.25268.22405. (Accessed: 14 April 2026). 
Yan, T. et al. (2015) ‘Assessing Quality of Answers to a Global Subjective Well-being Question Through Response Times’, Survey research methods, 9(2), p. 101. Available at: https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC4936784/ (Accessed: 27 April 2026).
Youth Justice Board (2026). Youth Justice Statistics: 2024 to 2025. GOV.UK. Available at: https://share.google/pbWtYiSjZz0OhgYjF (Accessed: 10 April 2026). 




[bookmark: _heading=h.vtdanmgdl0cc]AI acknowledgment
I acknowledge the use of ChatGPT (https://chatgpt.com/) on 02 February 2026 to help with dissertation ideas for this module.

I used the prompt: “can you give me some potential dissertation ideas, I study criminology and policing.” 

I confirm that I have not presented any AI generated text as my own work. I confirm I have copies of my drafts, notes, and other resources I used before, and after the use of AI tools which I may be asked to provide in evidence.
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