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Overview of the curriculum
I propose to enhance and further develop a module for an area that is not specifically represented within an existing curriculum. I want to put forward a new module for the Health and Care of Children and Young People Undergraduate degree, in the University of Wales Trinity Saint David (UWTSD) for level four students. My proposal is a module that is specific to ‘Additional Learning Needs’ of children and young people.
The proposed module will include 27 taught hours and 63 hours of independent learning. The 27 taught hours will be taught over a three-week block and take the form of blended learning. There will be two taught sessions a week; one six-hour face-to-face session on the campus, and a three-hour virtual session held on Microsoft Teams. 
There is not currently a module that is offered to students on this degree for them to gain an understanding specifically about this area in relation to their studies of the health and care of children and young people. 
I graduated with a degree on this programme in 2023, in the three years that I studied with UWTSD, there was not a module specifically designed on ALN. I do not have any knowledge of ALN from the degree, but I do feel that it would have been greatly beneficial to me as a student to have been introduced to ALN and had the opportunity to gain knowledge and understanding around this area during the three years. 
The degree programme currently offers students “progressive studies relevant to careers in the primary functions of care within the health, care and education of children and young people” (University of Wales Trinity Saint David, 2024, p.1). Whilst the programme offers a range of different modules, covering development and wellbeing, psychology, community engagement and protecting and supporting families, there still does not appear to be a module that specifically teaches students about ALN.


Rationale for the module 
Students that are studying on the Health and Care of Children and Young People programme are on a pathway to understanding and working with children and young people (CYP) in various settings and professional roles. Being able to identify and recognise additional learning needs (ALN) of the CYP that graduates will be working with, is vital to ensure that they can carry out their role effectively and provide the right support at the right time for those that they are working with, including the families. According to Snap Cymru (no date) it is believed that one in five children in a class have at least one ALN, and the Welsh Government (2023) figures show that 63,089 pupils have ALN or Special Educational Needs in maintained schools in Wales. The term ‘additional learning needs’ is a substitute for both special educational needs (SEN) and learning difficulties and/or disabilities (LDD), in Wales.  ALN can impact the life of the CYP and their family, but having access to the right support at the right time can have significantly positive effects on the health, care, and life outcomes of the individual (GOV.UK, no date). 
ALN can affect the learning, behaviour, and communication of CYP, therefore it is of upmost importance that upon graduating, students are equipped with the knowledge and able to demonstrate understanding of working with CYP with ALN so that they can fully understand the whole child and place them at the centre of practice. However, for graduates who do not have an understanding of ALN, this could result in them being unable to carry out their roles within the sector as effectively and efficiently as they could do if they had undertaken an ALN module as part of their undergraduate degree.
Recent legislation reforms in Wales have significant changes for CYP with ALN and these changes inform policies and practice within the field. The Additional Learning Needs and Education Tribunal (Wales) Act 2018 (the ALN Act) that sets out the following: 
(1) A person has additional learning needs if he or she has a learning difficulty or disability (whether the learning difficulty or disability arises from a medical condition or otherwise) which calls for additional learning provision.
(2) A child of compulsory school age or person over that age has a learning difficulty or disability if he or she:
1. has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age, or
2. has a disability for the purposes of the Equality Act 2010 which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of facilities for education or training of a kind generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream maintained schools or mainstream institutions in the further education sector.
(Welsh Government, 2022, p.1).
The previous systems that supported children with SEN and/or LDD, now works as an integrated system to support all learning with ALN from birth to 25 years old (Welsh Government, 2022, p.1). This change in legislation will inform policies and practice, therefore it is vital for students working with CYP to have a developing professional practice that is underpinned by any changes that could impact on their role (Advance HE, 2023).
Individual development plans (IDP)s have come into force under the new ALN act, these replace previous statements and plans that support learners in school settings and further education (Welsh Government, 2022). This unified system now requires that the learner is placed at the core of everything that happens, and consideration of the “views, wishes and feelings of the children, their parents and young people” (Welsh Government, 2022, p.1) is required. The IDP sets out what requirements are needed in terms of care and support from all agencies involved, including education, healthcare services and social services (National Autistic Society, 2020). Teaching a module specifically aimed at ALN would strengthen the students’ knowledge and understanding to collaborate with other practitioners. It will also allow students the opportunity to adapt their practice to legislative and policy reforms and keep up to date with changes that impact on their sector (Advance HE, 2023). 
I emphasise the importance of this module so that students will have the required knowledge on IDPs when working with CYP who have ALN. This will enhance their professional practice and provide them with the knowledge and understanding of the individuals needs and how best they can adapt their practice if needed and ensure that their practice is inclusive.
Welsh Government put forward that the statutory framework “aims to ensure all learners with ALN are supported to overcome barriers to learning and can achieve their full potential” (Welsh Government, 2022, p.1): this aligns with the goal for ‘a more equal Wales’ set out in the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015, (Future Generations Commissioner for Wales, 2024) to reduce inequalities in health outcomes. The Welsh Government set out that more needs to be done at both organisational and national level, “to ensure that the future of Wales is one where people have not an equality of opportunity, but an equality of outcome” (Future Generations Commissioner for Wales, 2019, p.4). We need to be actively working to reduce inequalities for CYP with ALN (Future Generations Commissioner for Wales, 2024) and graduates are likely to be in a position where they can have an impact on the lives of CYP. Therefore, there is a significant need to support and guide students to be able to recognise ALN, identify the barriers and challenges that CYP can face and the strategies of support that can be put in place for CYP and their families. Until we are educating the next generation of professionals in the field with relevant and up to date knowledge, this will still present as a barrier for those working in the field and CYP and their families: A barrier to a learner with ALN is that adults working with them may be unable to meet their needs efficiently and give them the correct support that is required, this can be due to limitations in knowledge and understanding of ALN.
As a society we need to continue to educate and be educated about challenges that CYP with ALN and their families can face, so that we can progress to make Wales and the wider society inclusive for all (Future Generations Commissioner for Wales, 2024). Without educating students that are studying to work in sectors with CYP about ALN, this can diminish the care and support given that is required to meet the needs and potentially have negative impacts on the child’s life experiences and outcomes. 
Children with ALN are considered to be more vulnerable in comparison to their peers, to abuse and neglect (Bawden, 2022: Safeguarding Network, 2024). It is likely that graduates will be required to work alongside other professionals within their chosen sector: this requirement is referred to as a ‘joined-up’ approach.
A study published in The Lancet Child and Adolescent Health Journal (Fang et al, 2022) states that children with disabilities are at a higher risk of experiencing violence, than children without a disability. This violence is preventable, but it needs to encompass significantly stronger partnership working, from ‘political leaders’ to ‘practitioners’, to provide all CYP with the chances and opportunities that they have the right to (Fang et al, 2022: UNICEF, 2024). 
A ‘joined-up’ approach is required to ensure that there is clear communication between everyone involved in the health and care of a CYP, including the family, so that their needs can best be met, and that they receive the right support at the right time. For example, within the graduates chosen sector they could potentially be faced with safeguarding concerns that require an understanding about ALN. If they have not been educated about ALN, this can have negative impacts on the care and support that they are able to provide. These negative impacts could be caused by a poor understanding of terminology or not having the knowledge and awareness to identify different ALN, leading to inadequate support.  
The NSPCC (2024, p.2) highlights that “The specific and individual needs of d/Deaf children and children who have disabilities, and the ways in which these needs can make them more vulnerable to abuse, need to be appropriately recognised and understood”. This emphasises the need to educate students on the various ALNs that CYP can have and how that can impact on their health and care. Ultimately, if students are not equipped with an understanding of ALN there is a risk of CYP’s needs not being recognised and/or met which can put them at further risk of harm, neglect, or abuse (NSPCC, 2024). 
I argue that this module needs to exist on this programme so that graduates going into a variation of employment roles within the sector can share their knowledge and meet the needs and gaps within the field of CYP. Additionally, if students are introduced to ALN in their first year of study, this will allow them to build and develop this knowledge and understanding further and apply it to other modules.
Another reason that I feel it is important to include this module on the programme is that if children’s needs are going unmet, and they are not able to access the support that they need to reach their full potential, ultimately this can have long-term effects into adulthood, such as anti-social behaviour, unemployment, substance abuse and mental health issues (NSPCC, 2023). This suggests that if as a society we are not able to support and meet the needs of all CYP now, then this can further impact on their education and therefore their life outcomes. However, to be able to offer that support we must have the knowledge and critical understanding to recognise and identify ALN. This aligns with the United Nations Sustainability Goals ‘Quality Education’ (United Nations, no date), with target 4.5 setting out that by 2030 disparities in education should be removed, including CYP with disabilities.  
To emphasise the inequality of outcomes and the need to be able to efficiently support CYP with ALN, data (Welsh Government, 2023b) shows that under 50 percent of adults with a disability were employed in Wales at the end of March 2023. The rate for employment continued to be lower amongst disabled adults, in comparison to those who do not have a disability (Welsh Government, 2023b). The support that CYP with ALN receive early on can have long-term effects on their lives, from to employment to poverty. To ensure that graduates working in the field of CYP can provide this early intervention and positively contribute to this area for those with ALN, they must be educated about ALN. Ultimately, this has the potential to positively influence the number of employees with a disability in Wales. 
Practitioners need to be carrying out inclusive practice to ensure that all CYP with ALN are provided with equal opportunities to reach their full potential. To have an impact on this, it is vital that we are educating the students that are likely to go into the sector and aligning practice with legislation for Wales (Future Generations Commissioner for Wales, 2024).
The Welsh Government (2023) figures show that 63,089 pupils have ALN or SEN in maintained schools, these figures indicate that there has been a decline, with 74,661 pupils with ALN in February 2022. However, the data in correlation with local authorities’ feedback proposes that the decline in ALN/SEN pupils is related to a systematic review of the ALN/SEN school registers in preparation for the implementation of the ALN system reform. Welsh Government (2023) also put forward that if a pupil was found to have low level needs and were considered to not have a recognised ALN/SEN then they were not included in the register. Therefore, this could offer an explanation as to why the figures demonstrate a decline over the past two years, and pupils with ALN/SEN regardless of their level of needs, are not truly represented. If those learners that require additional support are dismissed as having ‘low level needs’, the support that they should be receiving will be reduced or removed. This will ultimately fall on the practitioners within that setting or in the wider context of education, to have a knowledge and understanding about those needs and how they can best manage ALN and provide the CYP with inclusivity, without any additional support.  
As a university, we need to ensure that we are progressing towards the wider wellbeing goals for Wales (Future Generations Commissioner for Wales, 2024), by educating students to be inclusive practitioners (Advance HE, 2023) by developing their knowledge and understanding of CYP in terms of ALN. This will allow them to strengthen their own professional practice and provide better opportunities of supporting the needs of CYP with ALN, and the families. Whilst Wales continues to work on the Seven Wellbeing Goals (Future Generations Commissioner for Wales, 2024), including ‘a more equal Wales’, and the wider UN sustainability goals (United Nations, no date) we cannot continue to dismiss the importance of educating the next generation of practitioners entering the field of CYP, on ALN. If we can educate the next generation of professionals to recognise and manage ALN, this can provide CYP with ALN better support and care that will meet their needs and give them better chances in life that they have the right to (UNICEF, 2024). 













Module aims and learning outcomes.
The aim of this module is to establish the key ideas of Additional Learning Needs, with a close consideration to person-centred-practice. The module will develop students learning around the impact of ALN on children, young people and their families and the support strategies that can be used for inclusive practice. During online and face-to-face sessions, this module will use questioning techniques, discussions, independent, paired and group activities and case studies. 
The learning outcomes for the module are that students should be able to:
·  Examine various learning difficulties and disabilities that include autism, attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, developmental coordination delay, dyslexia, moderate learning difficulties (this list is not exhaustive).
·  Identify relevant legislation, policy, and theoretical practices that are in place to support children, young people, and their families with Additional Learning Needs. 
·  Demonstrate an understanding of the challenges that children and young people with Additional Learning Needs can face and identify strategies that could be put in place to support them, their families, and their inclusion in society.



.


   



Professional standards
The professional standards (Advance HE, 2023) that will be met throughout the module are as follows:
V2 – all students will be given the opportunities to engage in class discussions and group tasks. 
V3 – keeping up to date with any legislation or policy changes that will affect the content of the module or how the module is taught.
K1 - A KWL grid will be used at the beginning of the module to establish what students already know and what they want to know. This will provide the teacher with an understanding of how they can best support learning for individual students. 
K4 – The online sessions using Microsoft Teams will use the interactive whiteboard and breakout room features as appropriate resources for learning.
A1 – The module content and planned tasks will be designed appropriately for level four students. 
A4 – Students will be supported and guided throughout the module by tutorials.











Timetable
	Date
	Session
	

	13.01.25
	Introduction to module.
Defining disability.
Terminology.
	Teams

	16.01.25
	AM - What is Additional learning needs?
PM - Legislation and policy
	Campus

	20.01.25
	Models of disability
	Teams

	23.01.25
	AM - Social inclusion/
PM - person-centred practice and Individual Development Plans.
	Campus

	27.01.25
	Managing Additional learning needs
	Teams

	30.01.25
	AM – Supporting families.
PM – Assignment recap/tutorials
	Campus












Assessment strategies 
Initial assessment 
Entry behaviour will be assessed at the beginning of each lesson, to identify if students have any existing knowledge of the topic. A recap of the previous lessons content will be undertaken at the beginning of each lesson, to solidify previous learning (Reece and Walker, 2007).
Formative assessment 
This form of assessment will be a continual process during each lesson and would also be used at the end of each lesson. During the lesson students would be formatively assessed using various strategies such as questions, group work, and digital quizzes. At the end of each session, students will be formatively assessed through recapping the key points of the session and a digital quiz to solidify learning. This is a way for the lecturer to assess what learning has taken place and if the learning outcomes for each session have been met (Race, 2020). This will then inform the next lesson’s lesson plan, as lesson plans should be designed with flexibility, if there needs to be an adaption made to better suit the student’s level of learning, then this can be made (Morris, Perry and Wardle, 2021: Reece and Walker, 2007).
Summative assessment 
Summative assessment will be carried out at the end of the module by undertaking an assignment. It is important that the summative assessment aligns up with the learning outcomes for the module (Race, 2020). For this module I propose that an essay would be effective to assess the level of learning that each student has gained from the module. The students are to be given the assignment brief in the first lesson – module introduction. This will give the students a breakdown of the assignment and what is expected, as well as what the module content will look like. 
For the summative assessment, students will be expected to complete a 2500-word essay that demonstrates their learning from the module. The essay should demonstrate what ALN is and the barriers that CYP could face with ALN. The students should also discuss the benefits and challenges of providing the parents/carers/families with support. The essay should consider the key concepts, theoretical underpinnings and relevant policy and legislation discussed in the module. 
Student feedback
Students will be asked to provide feedback via a digital questionnaire at the end of the module. The aim of this feedback will be to gain an understanding of how the students felt the module was taught, the content that was used and if they feel that any improvements could be made. This feedback will be used to establish an evaluation process and inform future practice (Reece and Walker, 2007: Race, 2020).

















Recommended reading
	Classification
	Reading list entry 

	Essential 
	Crutchley, R. (Ed.). (2018). Special needs in the early years: partnership and participation (1st ed.). SAGE.


	Essential 
	Knowles, G. (Ed.). (2018). Supporting inclusive practice and ensuring opportunity is equal for all (Third edition.). Routledge.


	Essential 
	Schneider, Justine., Avis, Mark., & Leighton, Paul. (2007). Supporting children and families: lessons from Sure Start for evidence-based practice in health, social care and education. Jessica Kingsley.


	Essential
	Rissman, B. (2015). Medical and Educational Perspectives on Nonverbal Learning Disability in Children and Young Adults (1st ed.). IGI Global. https://doi.org/10.4018/978-1-4666-9539-9


	Essential
	Tisdall, E. K. M. (2006). Children, young people and social inclusion: participation for what? Policy Press.











Skills and knowledge development opportunities 
Subject-specific skills.
Upon successful completion of this module, students are expected to be able to:
· Demonstrate knowledge and awareness of different ALN that impact the lives of CYP and families. This includes identifying the skills needed to form and promote respectful and trusting relationships with CYP and families, other professionals, and colleagues.
· Demonstrate how working collaboratively with others will enhance the health and care of CYP and their needs, providing them with opportunities to reach their full potential.
· Identify the barriers and challenges that CYP with ALN can face in education and the wider society.
· Evaluate policies and legislation on a local, national, and global level for CYP with ALN and inclusion in society. 
Students will be provided with opportunities throughout this module to develop:
· Collaboration with peers to strengthen knowledge and build trusting relationships.
· Problem-solving skills
· Communication skills that encompass digital literacy
· Empathy and active listening skills
· Use digital technology to access, retrieve and present information.
· Time management and organisational skills.
This module encompasses scaffolding (Shabani, Khatib and Ebadi, 2010) as a teaching strategy and takes an active approach to learning which will support and guide students to think, discuss and make decisions. Students will be encouraged to take responsibility for their own learning to ensure that they can demonstrate their ability to become self-directed learners (Loeng, 2020). 
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	Topic: Module introduction
	Class: Swansea Level 4


	Date: 13/01/25

	Length of lesson: 3 hours 
	Number of students: 12

	Resources required:
Microsoft Teams
MOODLE
Pen/paper or Microsoft Word
Interactive whiteboard
Breakout rooms

	Aim of Lesson:
To understand the aim and learning outcomes of the module, familiarise students with assignment, and key terms and concepts of the module.

	Learning Outcomes – The Learners Should Be Able To:
· Discuss module aims and learning outcomes.
· Discuss module timetable.
· Discuss assignment.
· Define key terms and concepts of disability and additional learning needs.

	Previous student knowledge required for the session:	
N/A

	Anticipated difficulties (if applicable):
Connection/technical issues 

	Professional Standards (where are these being met within the session):
V1 – asking each student what their expectations of the module are.
V2 – by asking students direct questions and encouraging engagement within group discussions.
K2 – KWL grid.
K4 – Microsoft Teams, breakout rooms, PowerPoint, and MOODLE.
A1 – creating a lesson plan.
A3 – Feedback during planned discussions.
 























Lesson Detail:
	Stage 
	
Focus
	
Strategy 
	
Time 

	Introduction



Development 






























Plenary/conclusion




	Welcome all students.

Session aim/learning outcomes.
Module aim and outcomes.

Timetable.

Assignment brief.






Gain entry behaviour on the topic. 


BREAK.








TASK – breakout rooms





Feedback

Recap
Any questions?
Recap learning outcomes.
End.





	Set recording and introduce module.

S2.

S3/4. Discuss students understanding.

S5.

S6. Direct students to open up MOODLE and locate and download assignment brief.
Go through assignment with students, highlighting key points. Go through criteria specific for assignment and the marking criteria. 
Any questions?
S7. Ask students to think about their expectations of the module and discuss as a group.
S8. Direct students to create their own KWL grid as a working document that they can complete at the end of the module. (suggest to use pen/paper or word document).
(20 minutes)
Thumbs up feature on Teams to confirm each student is back from break.
S9. Ask students what key terms they think will be used throughout the module.
Students can list ideas on an interactive whiteboard and as a group discuss any existing understanding or knowledge of these words.
S10. Disability – discussion.
S11. Additional learning needs – discussion.
Ask students (in pairs) to put together a definition of the following terms:
- Children and young people
- Person centred care
- inclusion 
- inclusive practice
- individual development plan
15 minutes for task and 10 minutes for groups to feedback and discuss in the main room.
S12. Recap definitions. 
Any questions/check if everyone is happy with content etc.
Recap on learning outcomes.
Link to next session.
Thank students for their participation.



	9:30

9:40

9:45

9:55

10:00




10:30

10:40


10:55
11:15





11:40

11:50







12:15
12:20


12:30




	Assessment Strategies: when and how are they included within the lesson?
· Entry behaviour will be assessed throughout the session using questions.
· Students will be formatively assessed at the end of the session by recapping on the session using questions. 



	Informal reflection (to be completed after the session)
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	Topic: Supporting families
	Class: Level 4 Swansea

	Date: 30/01/25
	Length of lesson: 2.5 hours
	Number of students: 12

	Resources required:
PowerPoint
YouTube - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WuDMq0zyAlI 
Device to access internet
Flipchart paper/pens

	Aim of Lesson:
To create an information leaflet for supporting families of children/young people with ALN.

	Learning Outcomes – The Learners Should Be Able To:
· Discuss why parents/carers may need support.
· Evaluate the benefits and limitations of support for parents/carers.
· Discuss support that is in place for parents/carers.
· Recognise the importance of partnership working with parents/carers.
· Create an information leaflet for supporting parents/carers/families of children/young people with ALN.

	Previous student knowledge required for the session:	
· Different ALN
· Legislation and policy that underpins CYP and ALN.
· Models of disability and social inclusion
· Person-centred-practice and IDPs
· Managing ALN


	Anticipated difficulties (if applicable):
Technical issues

	Professional Standards (where are these being met within the session)
V1 – providing an inclusive environment where all learners ideas and opinions are listened to.
V2 – discussions, group work tasks and questioning.
A1 – lesson plan with preplanned tasks.
A3 – verbal and non-verbal feedback for participation throughout and feedback for the tasks. 
A4 - Learners will be supported and guided throughout the lesson through discussion prompts and questions.

























Lesson Detail:
	
Stage 
	
Focus
	
Strategy 
	
Time 


	Introduction






Development 















Plenary/conclusion




	Welcome all students. 


Recap on learning for the whole module.


Session aims and learning outcomes.
Supporting families


Snap Cymru


NEST Framework.


TASK.














BREAK

Recap.

TASK.







Recap learning outcomes.
Any questions?
Link to PM session.

End AM session.
LUNCH.
	Greet students and ask them how they are feeling as it is the final session of taught content for the module.

S2. Discuss with students what has been covered this module so far and answer any questions.

S3. 

S4. Students to spend 10 minute with partner discussing the questions and then feedback and discuss as a group (using direct questioning if needed).
S5/6. Give students some background into Snap Cymru. Discussion – any limitations or challenges?
S7. Video – Question: what are the key points in the video?
S8. Discuss the themes, core principles and underpinning values of framework.
S9. In groups of 4, research a support provision that is in place for parents/caregivers of CYP with ALN in Wales. Consider:
· What support they offer?
· How can the support be accessed?
· Does the provision work with anyone else?
Students to use flipchart paper/pens to record their finding and present to class. 
(20 minutes for task and 15 minutes for presentation/feedback).
S10. Ask students as a group, based on what they have identified in the task: 
· Is it important for parents to work in partnership with practitioners? (why)?
· What are the benefits of partnership working with parents?
· What could the challenges be?
(10 minutes)
Welcome students back from break.
S11. Recap working in partnership with parents and carers.
S12. In pairs, create an information leaflet for parents/carers on ALN. Consider:
· What is ALN?
· How can ALN affect a CYP?
· What support is available for CYP?
· What support is available for parents/carers.
Students can use digital programme or paper/pens. 30 minutes for task and 12 minutes total to present back to class.

S13.
S14.
S15.

Thank students for their participation. 
	9:30


9:40


9:50

9:55


10:15


10:25


10:35








11:15





11:20
11:30


11:35






12:17




12:30




	Assessment Strategies: when and how are they included within the lesson?
· Entry behaviour will be assessed at the beginning of the session by recapping previous learning. 
· Students will be formatively assessed throughout using the preplanned tasks to check level of learning. 
· Learning will assessed at the end of the session with a recap of the learning outcomes using questioning. 



	Informal reflection (to be completed after the session)
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Module aim

*The aim of this module is to establish the key ideas of Additional Learning
Needs, with a close consideration to person-centred-practice. The module will
develop students learning around the impact of ALN on children, young people
and their families and the support strategies that can be used for inclusive

practice.
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       Module aim • The aim of this module is to establish the key ideas of Additional Learning Needs, with a close consideration to person - centred - practice. The module will develop students learning around the impact of ALN on children, young people and their families and the support strategies that can be used for inclusive practice.
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Learning outcomes

By the end of this module students should be able to:

* examine various learning difficulties and disabilities that include autism spectrum
disorder, attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, developmental coordination delay,
dyslexia, moderate learning difficulties (this list is not exhaustive).

« explore relevant legislation, policy, and theoretical practices that are in place to
support children, young people, and their families with Additional Learning
Needs.

» demonstrate an understanding of the challenges that children and young people
with Additional Learning Needs can face and identify strategies that could be put
in place to support them, their families, and their inclusion in society.
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       Learning outcomes By the end of this module students should be able to: • examine various learning difficulties and disabilities that include autism spectrum disorder, attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, developmental coordination delay, dyslexia, moderate learning difficulties (this list is not exhaustive). • explore relevant legislation, policy, and theoretical practices that are in place to support children, young people, and their families with Additional Learning Needs. • demonstrate an understanding of the challenges that children and young people with Additional Learning Needs can face and identify strategies that could be put in place to support them, their families, and their inclusion in society.
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Timetable

Introduction to module.
Defining disability.

Terminology.

AM - What is Additional learning needs?

PM - Legislation and policy
Models of disability

AM - Social inclusion/

PM - person-centred practice and

Individual Development Plans.
Managing Additional learning needs

AM — Supporting families.

PM — Assignment recap/tutorials

Teams

Campus

Teams

Campus

Teams

Campus
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Assignment

Please open MOODLE and download the assignment brief.
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What do you know? What do you want to know? | What have you learnt?





image17.svg
       KWL Grid                                       What have you learnt?  What do you want to know?  What do you know?


image18.png
Key terms

* What key terms do you think will be used throughout this module? —ideas into the
whiteboard

* What is your understanding of these words?
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Disability

(Gov.UK, no date)

You're disabled under the Equality Act 2010 if you have a physical or mental impairment that has a
‘substantial’ and ‘long-term’ negative effect on your ability to do normal daily activities.

What ‘substantial’ and ‘longterm’ mean

*‘substantial’ is more than minor or trivial, eg it takes much longer than it usually would to complete a
daily task like getting dressed

*‘long-term’ means 12 months or more, eg a breathing condition that develops as a result of a lung
infection




image21.svg
       Disability (Gov.UK, no date) You’re disabled under the Equality Act 2010 if you have a physical or mental impairment that has a  ‘substantial’ and ‘long - term’ negative effect on your ability to do normal daily activities. What ‘substantial’ and ‘long - term’ mean • ‘substantial’ is more than minor or trivial, eg it takes much longer than it usually would to complete a daily task like getting dressed • ‘long - term’ means 12 months or more, eg a breathing condition that develops as a result of a lung infection


image22.png
Additional Learning Needs (ALN)

(Welsh Government, 2022, p.1).

Wales has recently introduced new legislation informed by the Additional Learning Needs and
Education Tribunal (Wales) Act 2018 (the ALN Act) that sets out the following:

(1) A person has additional learning needs if he or she has a learning difficulty or disability (whether
the learning difficulty or disability arises from a medical condition or otherwise) which calls for
additional learning provision.

(2) ?}child of compulsory school age or person over that age has a learning difficulty or disability if he
or she:

1. has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age, or

2. has a disability for the purposes of the Equality Act 2010 which prevents or hinders him or her
from making use of facilities for education or training of a kind generally provided for others of the
same age in mainstream maintained schools or mainstream institutions in the further education
sector.
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       Additional Learning Needs (ALN) (Welsh Government, 2022, p.1). Wales has recently introduced new legislation informed by the Additional Learning Needs and Education Tribunal (Wales) Act 2018 (the ALN Act) that sets out the following: (1) A person has additional learning needs if he or she has a learning difficulty or disability (whether the learning difficulty or disability arises from a medical condition or otherwise) which calls for additional learning provision. (2) A child of compulsory school age or person over that age has a learning difficulty or disability if he or she: 1. has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age, or 2. has a disability for the purposes of the Equality Act 2010 which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of facilities for education or training of a kind generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream maintained schools or mainstream institutions in the further education sector.
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Children and young people (CYP): access and opportunities and getting rid of discrimination

) ) ) _ and intolerance (removal of barriers).
°In the United Kingdom, the term ‘young person’ is defined by

the Child and Young Persons Act 1933, a “young person” Inclusive practice:
means a person who has attained the age of fourteen and is o ] o )
under the age of eighteen years”, and the Children Act 1989 ° The principles of inclusivity include: acknowledging that

and 2004 define a child as: ‘as anyone who has not yet different people have different needs and capabilities.
reached their 18th birthday”. respecting the rights of all individuals to adequate health and
social care. promoting inclusivity by making reasonable
Person centred practice (PCP): adjustments and offering extra support to disadvantaged

groups.
* The person-centred approach treats each person respectfully

as an individual human being, and not just as a condition to
be treated. It involves seeking out and understanding whatis .
important to the patient, their families, carers and support  Individual Development Plans (IDP):

people, fostering trust and establishing mutual respect. * The IDP is a legal document which describes a child or young

Inclusion: person's additional learning needs, the support they need,
and the outcomes they would like to achieve. It is a “plan”
°Inclusion is seen as a universal human right. The aim of because it not only describes the ALN, but it also plans the

inclusion is to embrace all people irrespective of race, gender, action that must be taken for the child or young person.
disability, medical or other need. It is about giving equal
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              Children and young people (CYP): • In the United Kingdom, the term ‘young person’ is defined by the Child and Young Persons Act 1933, a “young person” means a person who has attained the age of fourteen and is under the age of eighteen years”, and the Children Act 1989 and 2004 define a child as: ‘as anyone who has not yet reached their 18th birthday”. Person centred practice (PCP): • The person - centred approach treats each person respectfully as an individual human being, and not just as a condition to be treated. It involves seeking out and understanding what is important to the patient, their families, carers and support people, fostering trust and establishing mutual respect. Inclusion: • Inclusion is seen as a universal human right. The aim of inclusion is to embrace all people irrespective of race, gender, disability, medical or other need. It is about giving equal access and opportunities and getting rid of discrimination and intolerance (removal of barriers). Inclusive practice: • The principles of inclusivity include: acknowledging that different people have different needs and capabilities. respecting the rights of all individuals to adequate health and social care. promoting inclusivity by making reasonable adjustments and offering extra support to disadvantaged groups. Individual Development Plans (IDP): • The IDP is a legal document which describes a child or young person's additional learning needs, the support they need, and the outcomes they would like to achieve. It is a “plan” because it not only describes the ALN, but it also plans the action that must be taken for the child or young person. 


image26.png
Learning outcomes

* discussed module aims and learning outcomes

* discussed module timetable

* discussed assignment

* defined key terms
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Next session

* AM — we are going to explore what an ALN is and the various learning
difficulties and disabilities that CYP can have.

* PM — we are going to explore legislation and policy around ALN.
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Lesson aim:To create an information leaflet for supporting
families of children/young people with ALN.

Learning outcomes:

Discuss why Evaluate the benefits Discuss support that Recognise the Create an

parents/carers may and limitations of is in place for importance of information leaflet
need support support for parents/carers partnership working for supporting
parents/carers with parents/carers parents/carers/famili
es of children/young
people with ALN.
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Support for families

* why may families of children/young people with ALN need support?
* what kind of support could they need?

* what would the benefits be for families to receive this support?

e are there any limitations to this support?

* are there any drawbacks to support for families?
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Snap Cymru (2024)

*SNAP Cymru is a national charity, unique to Wales, founded in 1986. Its main
aim is to advance the education of people in Wales and support their inclusion.

*SNAP Cymru offers free and independent information, advice and support to
help get the right education for children and young people with all kinds of
special educational needs (SEN)/additional learning needs(ALN)and disabilities.

*We give advice and support on a range of issues including assessments,
individual education plans, statements of special educational needs, bullying,
school attendance, exclusion, health and social care provision and
discrimination.
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Snap Cymru (2024)

*We are the leading provider of Parent Partnership and Disagreement Resolution Services in
Wales and have developed representation and advocacy services for children and young people,

parents and carers.

*SNAP Cymru works with the twenty -two Local Authorities in Wales. We also work closely with
Social Services, Health, Schools, Early Years Providers, Social Care providers, Careers Wales and

Third Sector partners.

Who can we help?

* All families, children and young people who live in Wales who have, or may have, Additional
Learning Needs, including Special Educational Needs or Disabilities and other barriers to

education

e.g. children in need, disaffection, poverty, deprivation or English or Welsh as a second language.
We also can help carers, professionals and others who support children and young people
including schools, colleges and other community education establishments.
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image46.png
Welsh Government— NEST Framework





image47.svg
             Welsh Government – NEST Framework   


image48.png
Trusted

Nurturing

parents and Carers
S Trusted Wellbeing
P adults across
57 education
&
s
s
()
No 2
- i)
wrong Shrovations |8
door 5
c
&
% £
'{3} Safe &
S supportive Easy access
communities

to expertise

o,

Core e

Safe

Suamodwa

NEST
framework





image49.svg
                       NEST framework 


image50.png
Task

In pairs, research a support provision that is in place for parents/caregivers of
children and young people with ALN in Wales.

Consider:
* What support to they offer?
* How can the support be accessed?

* Does the provision work with anyone else?

Prepare to feedback to the rest of the class.
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Based on what you have identified in the task:
* Is it important for parents to work in partnership with practitioners?

* What are the benefits of partnership working with parents?
* What could the challenges be?
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Communicating with parents and carers
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partnership
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and carers
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needs

Consistency
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Task

You are tasked with creating an information leaflet for parents/carers on ALN.

Consider:

* What is ALN?

* How can ALN affect a child/young person?

* What support is available for child/young person?

* What support is available for parents/carers?

Be creative!
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Learning outcomes:

Discuss why parents/carers may need support

Evaluate the benefits and limitations of support for
parents/carers

Discuss support that is in place for parents/carers

Recognise the importance of partnership working
with parents/carers

Create an information leaflet for supporting
parents/carers/families of children/young people
with ALN.
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