MA in Cultural Astronomy and Astrology
AHAN 7002 Introduction to Cultural Astronomy and Astrology
Assessment 2016-17
A note on assessment
Assessment methods are designed to test the extent to which you have satisfied the learning outcomes listed on the official module description. Masters level degrees are designed to teach certain qualities and skills. The core skills required by the MA in Cultural Astronomy are taught in the compulsory modules and the success with which you achieve them, as expressed by this module’s learning outcomes, is assessed by the assessment tasks. Part of the assessment depends on the demonstration of knowledge and understanding. Most of the assessment criteria, though, evaluate your critical thinking, communication and analytical skills. The evidence is important but success at Masters’ level depends on your ability to evaluate the evidence in order to advance a clear argument, using a critical appraisal of the evidence and scholarly material.

Please read the MA Student Assessment Handbook.

You should by now have read the guidelines under ‘Writing and Reading Guidelines’ on the General Information page.

1. 1500 word critical review of an article or other text in the subject area (30% of total marks).
Due Date : SEE SEPARATE INSTRUCTIONS
For this essay you should find and compare two articles on JSTOR on ONE of the following questions.
 
Using JSTOR.
 
1 – Use the following search words ‘Cosmology’ and ‘Culture’ and find two articles that address issues of cosmology and culture. Compare and contrast these two articles. 
 

2 - Use the following search words ‘Astrology’ and ‘Culture’ find two articles that address issues of Astrology and Culture. Compare and contrast these two articles.  
 

You must use academic journal articles from JSTOR, not book reviews or articles from ordinary magazines
You should post your choices on the Forum for Essay 1 choices. You should include full bibliographical details of both articles. Your personal tutor will approve your choice.

Guidance will be given in the Tutorials and in ‘Nick’s Notes on Critical Comparison of Articles’.

How to write your title for essay 1:

A contrast and comparison of the views expressed in Author’s name paper ‘title of paper’ with those of Author’s name in ‘title of paper’ 

For example:

A contrast and comparison of the  views expressed in J.D. Ray, ‘Pharaoh Nechepso’, The Journal of Egyptian Archaeology, Vol. 60, (1974), pp. 255-256, with those of George R. Hughes, ‘A Demotic Astrological Text’, Journal of Near Eastern Studies, Vol. 10, No. 4 (Oct., 1951), pp. 256-264. 

2. A 3500 word essay written on a topic within the subject area (70% of total marks).
Due Date : SEE SEPARATE INSTRUCTIONS
For this assignment you should write a 3500-word essay on one of the following titles:

ESSAY QUESTIONS - Choose ONE question.

A. Is astrology a magical system?
B. ‘The stars incline; they do not compel.’ Discuss.**
C. Consider the role of sky myth in two different cultures.

D. Are perceptions of the cosmos culturally conditioned?

Your essay must: 

· be clearly structured

· be fluently written, avoiding grammatical and punctuation errors

· make use of appropriate primary sources

· include a clear introduction setting out the question and your approach

· make reference to major protagonists in the field 

· evaluate competing arguments

· debate and analyse the issues
· include clear and thorough referencing and bibliography according to the required format

· contain a clear conclusion
· The word count includes direct quotations, which should not comprise more than 10% of the total.

**This is one of the most famous statements in western astrology. A recent version of it was used by Alan Leo in a number of his writings. For example, Alan Leo, ‘The Editor’s Observatory’, Modern Astrology, New Series, 8/3 (1911): 89–96 (p. 95), cited in Campion, Nicholas, Astrology and Popular Religion in the Modern West: Prophecy, Cosmology and the New Age Movement  (Abingdon: Ashgate, 2012), p. 58. You will also find it mentioned on p. 113 of Nick’s PhD on the Moodle MA CAA On-Line Library (Campion, Nicholas, ‘Prophecy, Cosmology and the New Age Movement: the extent and nature of contemporary belief in astrology’, PhD thesis, Bath Spa University/University of the West of England, 2004). The statement means that the stars do not force people to do things, but influences their behavior. Two different views of fate are therefore compared.
