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	1
	Ensure that more key theorists are included in both discussion and referencing.
	I have included more references to theory within my essay that relates to the topic.

	2
	Try to support your key messages with research, who agrees? who disagrees?
	I have supported arguments with references.

	3
	Extend your reading to support your referencing.
	I have extended and furthered my reading to allow me to include different references within this assignment. 




Good Teaching: 
1. means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching.

2. sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest.

3. ranges within and across Areas of Learning and Experience.

                                                                          (Pedagogy - Hwb (gov.wales)

Consider the 3 pedagogic principles outlined above. Discuss these principles in relation to practices in education, showing secure understanding, identifying strengths and areas for development for each principle.

Introduction
Throughout the ECAD4008 module, I have learned about multiple factors that affect the new Welsh Curriculum and the 12 pedagogical principles that outline what a positive teaching and learning experience should look like (Welsh Government, 2023).
Following the Donaldson review, conducted in February 2015 by Professor Graham Donaldson, the Curriculum for Wales was examined and adapted. As a result of this, the 4 purposes were created to ensure that all children receiving an education in Wales should have the opportunity to become; Ambitious, capable learners who are ready to learn throughout their lives, Enterprising, creative contributors who are ready to play a full part in life and work, Ethical, informed citizens who are ready to be citizens of Wales and the world, and finally, Healthy, confident individuals who are ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society (Dauncey, M. 2021). 
The 6 Areas of Learning and Experience (AoLEs) were also modified, and the Health and Wellbeing learning area was added in aid to help to support children and provide them with new and exciting experiences that will benefit their wellbeing, these could include mindfulness activities and sport (Welsh Government, 2015). 
Professor Graham Donaldson, as part of his review of the curriculum, also added Digital Competence as one of the three core cross-curricular skills that all children should be developing when in school, with the other two being literacy and numeracy (Dauncey, M. 2021). Cross-curricular learning is the method of including a variety of different subjects into one lesson plan, including the three core skills discussed above. By doing this, teachers will be creating a blended and collaborative approach to the children’s learning and development. 
Graham Donaldson’s ‘Successful Futures’ document discusses the changes that have been made within the curriculum following his review, and also why he had chosen to change certain aspects of the curriculum, including the Areas of Learning and Experience, the cross-curricular skills, 12 Pedagogical Principles, and the Four Purposes that have all been discussed above. The document also provides readers with an overview of the new curriculum and how to support children’s learning and development with the changes that have been suggested to teaching staff across Wales (Successful Futures, 2015). Another major change included within the Successful Futures document is the switch from Foundation Phase to Foundation Learning. Foundation Learning focuses on children up to the ages of 8 and children who may need extra support or may have a developmental delay in specific areas, and the ‘pedagogical teaching’ that they will experience through their infant school stage. This emphasizes the importance of their early years of development and how important the key skills are to learn at this age, including reading and writing (Welsh Government, ND). 

Pedagogical Principle 1- means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching.


In relation to the first pedagogical principle listed above within the assessment description, the Assessment for Learning strategy would benefit the children and their educational development and is also an example of direct teaching. Assessment for Learning (AFL) is typically used as a form of Formative Assessment, meaning teachers are able to assess their student’s ability and areas of improvement when undertaking the lesson (Education Reform, 2014). 
In addition to this, Assessment for Learning gives teaching practitioners an opportunity to provide the children within their classroom with direct feedback at the time the lesson is taking place, this allows the children to remember what they have been learning thoroughly and if a mistake has been made, they then have the opportunity to rectify it with support. By doing this, the children are more likely to remember the feedback given to use in lessons based on the same subject in the future, leading to developing a deeper knowledge and understanding. Assessment for Learning will also benefit pupils by encouraging them to think actively about each piece of work that they are creating. The children will then begin to ‘think about where they are now, where they are going and how to get there.’ (Cambridge International Education, 2016). As children are beginning to think about these questions themselves due to the AFL Strategy, the educational attainment gap between higher ability students and lower ability students is decreasing, this shows that each one of the pupils within a class are developing academically. The educational attainment gap is the difference of achievement between the higher ability students, and the lower ability students within a class (Structural Learning, 2022). 
D Royce, Sadler’s theory supports the use of formative assessment and Assessment for Learning in classrooms. Sadler believes that pupils should be creating their own goals and targets for their education with support from their teacher, meaning that they are leading their own learning process. This also follows a holistic approach to learning (Research Gate, 2023). 
Benjamin Bloom, an American Educational Psychologist, created a theory of Revised Taxonomy. Bloom’s theory displayed learning objectives for children based on their complexity, focusing on a higher order of thinking, and a lower order of thinking. The higher order of thinking includes creating, evaluating, and analysing, whereas the lower order of thinking includes applying, understanding, and remembering. Applying is most often known as the transition between both orders (Ruhl, C, 2024). This relates to the Assessment for Learning strategy as it will encourage the pupils to think about their own work more analytically than before and to improve their work independently when possible. 
Another example of an approach to learning that will benefit the children’s learning and development is the use of SMART learning objectives and success criteria within a classroom. The quote ‘Every Learner needs to know what they need to do and what they need to be judged on.’ (Gilbert, 2010) supports this. SMART Learning Objectives should be specific and state what the learner will achieve by the end of the lesson, Measurable to allow the children to understand what level of their learning will be considered a successful piece of work, Attainable to ensure that the work is challenging but will still provide the children with a chance of success, Relevant to the content that thy have been learning about in lessons, making it interesting and necessary, and finally Time-bound, creating a specific end point for the lessons. The use of these learning objectives will allow the children to gain an extensive understanding of what is expected of them and how they should approach the piece of work. This will also create greater independence and confidence for the children in relation to their education. By using success criteria and learning objectives, teachers will be enhancing their children’s learning, providing them with the tools to become ‘Ambitious, capable learners who are ready to learn throughout their lives’. This is one of the 4 purposes stated within the new Curriculum for Wales (Welsh Government, 2015). Including a WAGOLL (What a good one looks like) in lessons also sets expectations for students, allowing them to create work at a similar ability level to the example shown. 

When researching further on approaches to learning, Friedrich Froebel discussed the importance of learning through play and the impact that it has on children’s development as it allows children to gain a wider understanding of the world around them through the use o direct experience. Froebel stated that ‘play is the highest expression of human development in childhood.’ (Merrick, 2022). By playing, children will be developing many new skills and interests! These could include communication and listening skills, that they will be expected to use everyday in the future, fine and gross motor skills for small world play, and also problem-solving skills, which in turn will help to enhance their imagination and curiosity. Many children will often learn to develop relationships with their peers and also members of staff through the use of play in primary school settings (HALL & Robinson, 2016). Jerome Bruner also agrees with this and believes that play can become a meaningful experience for children and their learning, as they are actively learning about the world and how it works (McLeod, 2024).
Direct teaching is a structured approach that is mainly teacher led. Direct teaching follows an instructional way for teaching, providing the children with a list of detailed instructions, allowing them to create pieces of work to a high standard (Education Reform, 2020). In my opinion, I believe that direct teaching can be a positive and negative experience for learners, as it limits independence and creativity, however, sets a high standard of work that children are able to follow. 



Pedagogical Principle 2-   sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest.
Included within the new Welsh Curriculum for Wales, are 12 pedagogical principles. An example of one of these principles that supports good teaching and learning is ‘means sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest’ (Donaldson, 2015). This principle is important to and benefits children’s education across all areas of learning and experience and 4 purposes (Welsh Government, 2015). 
To second this, the Education Framework includes progression steps that allow teachers to analyse where the children are now educationally, and what they can do to support them to reach the next level of development (Ofsted, 2023). The progression steps are split into each Area of Learning and Experience and state the descriptions of learning for each progression step, and each one relates to an age range. An example of this can include, progression step 1 relating to ages 3 to 5, progression step 2 relates to ages 5-8, and progression step 3 relating to ages 8-11. The first 3 progression steps usually cover each of the children within the primary school sector. Through following them and using them in lesson plans, primary school teachers are able to support children to build on their knowledge on each subject, this is another example of closing the attainment gap between the highest achieving and lowest achieving students within a classroom (Structural Learning, 2022). 
When having the opportunity experience enrichment days within my placement school, I have seen many examples of lessons that build on the children’s prior knowledge. One of these was a maths lesson that I had been observing, the teacher was encouraging the children to add together single digit numbers independently, and they were provided with Lego bricks to support them (6+4=10). Once the children had completed this task, they were then encouraged to complete the activity but to add a double-digit number into the equations, building on their prior knowledge. (10+5=15) The class teacher could have then completed the same activity using subtraction and a different resource such as toy cars or playdough to keep the children engaged. Each of the different resources would also be supporting the children’s fine motor skills, relating to their physical development, and is also an example of cross-curricular learning (Activating prior knowledge, 2022). 
Each child within classrooms will find different methods of teaching useful. By using a range of resources, they will each be receiving the learning experience that they need in order to grow and develop in each area of the curriculum. By doing this, the pupils are more likely to stay engaged in lessons for longer periods of time. However, having multiple resources available for the children to use to aid their development could become overstimulating for some pupils and can become overwhelming. This may then cause them to become reserved and not want to join in with the activity. A specific maths resource that I have noticed being used a number of times within enrichment days was a Numicon, a plastic box filled with a variety of different shapes of various colours that have circular holes spread on them. The Numicon allows children to develop their counting skills, numbers, and shape recognition, and also colours, patterns, ordering, and calculations (Hope, 2020). 
Outdoor learning resources are also becoming used more and more within education settings including primary schools, specifically forest schools. Forest schools allow children to explore the outdoor learning environment and provides them with numerous different experiences including building campfires, making dens, and exploring different items such as sticks, leaves, and insects. The forest school association states that there are 6 core principles: the long-term principle, the nature principle, the community principle, the risk principle, the holistic learning principle, and the leadership principle (The forest school association, 2011). By using forest schools, children will be developing their fine and gross motor skills, mathematics skills, language, literacy, and communication skills, and also their scientific skills in an engaging and fun way for children. 

Pedagogical Principle 3- ranges within and across Areas of Learning and Experience.

For the third and final principle, I will be focusing on and discussing ‘ranges within and across Areas of Learning and Experience’ that are included within the new Welsh Curriculum (Welsh Government, 2015). The areas of learning and experience included within the new Curriculum for Wales are expressive arts, health and wellbeing, science and technology, humanities, language, literacy, and communication, and finally mathematics and numeracy. 
The use of cross-curricular learning relates to this principle as it is an important factor in combining different subjects within one lesson plan. It benefits children’s learning and development in various areas of learning and experience at one singular time, including the three mandatory cross-curricular skills. These are Mathematics, Literacy, and digital competence (Hwb, 2022). The cross-curricular skills framework, included within the curriculum for Wales, states that ‘It will be the responsibility of all practitioners, across all curriculum areas, to develop and ensure progression in these skills’ (Welsh Government, 2022), meaning that the teachers are responsible to include the 3 mandatory cross-curricular skills within their lesson plans. 
An example of a cross-curricular lesson and approach to learning that I have supported the children with during one of my placement days was to complete a pictogram using ipads, developing the pupil’s mathematics, digital competence, and language and communication skills. The children had to replicate another pictogram that had been printed out for them, count each symbol, and tell me how many there were, developing their mathematics and communication skills. They then had to label each symbol below the column and add the correct amount that they had seen on the picture, in aid of developing their counting skills further. In my opinion, I believe that the children benefited from completing this task and developed their skills further. However, if I was asked to undertake this task again with the pupils, I would encourage them to choose their own symbols, as this would also help to support their decision making, and creativity skills. 
Providing the children with real life experiences such as school trips will encourage and motivate their engagement in lessons relating to the topic. In relation to the ECAD4008 module, I was privileged enough to visit a museum with the rest of my class to gain the experience of learning through authentic context and how it may feel for the children. It allowed us to become more engaged with the lectures that we had been having relating to humanities and helped me to understand certain things that I was unsure of such as the types of devices they had in Victorian times to cook and wash clothes and how they were used. For children, I believe school trips benefit them in numerous ways, mainly by deepening their understanding of the subject area, allowing them to relate what they have seen on the school trip to lessons in the classroom and will help them to remember key facts and information that they are expected to know (SCIS, 2017).
Through Contextual learning, children can relate real life experiences to their own knowledge. This gives them the ability to make connections between both and encourages them to learn through the use of authentic context (IGI Global, 2018). 

Conclusion
To conclude this essay, I have learned several things about the new curriculum that I was not aware of before. These are how important the use progression steps are, the 6 areas of learning and experience, 4 purposes, and 3 mandatory cross-curricular skills that have all been developed following the Donaldson Review in 2015. When I have become qualified, I will now know how to put these skills into my teaching practice and understand how important the 12 pedagogical principles are due to the impact that they have on the children’s learning and development. I also aim to research further on the cross-curricular approach to learning in order to create the best outcomes possible for the children within my class. Lastly, I want to provide students with the chance to learn through authentic context whenever I am able, to enhance their learning and understanding of specific subject areas and create memories for them to remember. Finally, when I have completed my first placement, I will be using a self- reflection technique to improve on my practice in the hopes of improving in readiness for year 2, my final year in university, and career beyond. 
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