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Introduction
Virtual Learning Environments (VLEs) aim at improving students learning experience and has become more common place in Academia since the turn of the century. To further understand the impact of VLE on students this research report will look at the impact of VLE’s on Students attending the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. I will look at the results of a survey   designed by myself conducted with students on campus. This report will also look at secondary research on this subject to evaluate if student views have changed over time. I feel this research is important to keep up to date with student views on VLE’s as they will evolve and need to evolve in a way beneficial to students, Teachers and staff.

Background

E-learning can be traced back to the 1960’s with the development of network communication, a pre curser to VLE’s. According to Harasim (2006) the telecommunications revolution helped to develop a new form of social and economic activity. The resultant demands and opportunities impacted and transformed education. During the 1980’s and 1990’s there was an intense expansion in e-leaning and networking in public schools as well as within the workplace and adult education. The Open University have been providing web based Education for over 30 years but this is not classed as a VLE although essentially it is maybe the first Higher education institute to run 100% online learning.
Her Majesty’s inspectors visited 41 educational providers between January and May 2008:
· 18 Colleges
· 6 Primary schools
· 2 Secondary schools
· 3 work based learning providers
· 3 Adult and community learning providers
· 1 Local Authority
· Remotely viewed 5 college and 4 school VLE’s
Of the 41, 35 had VLE’s that could be evaluated. The start of VLE’s in educational settings was around the year 2000. (Ofsted 2009)
VLE’s are important learning tools for study. An online programme that facilitates learning and Teaching. Educational institutions use VLE’s to structure, deliver and manage activities along with course content. (JISC 2016)
The advantages of using a centrally managed system supporting online and campus based courses are:
· Technical Support
· Potential to present a consistent experience for students and staff
· Ability to deliver courses to a large number of students.
· 24/7 access to course content
Communication systems that support dialogue between students, staff and peers such as email and discussion groups. (JISC 2016)
The disadvantages of VLE’s are:
· Dwindling attention spans 
Students viewing a number of web pages and getting lost in the sea of information being researched.
· Getting lost in material
Having too much material to be reviewed
· Discomfort with Technology
Student not comfortable with technology will find it hard to stay motivated to study.
· Limitations
Equipment limitations also technical knowledge.
(Crook 2000) argued that web based instruction does not allow for the traditional social or emotional interaction taking place in classrooms. 


Aims and Objectives
The aim of this research is to investigate whether VLE (Moodle) has a positive or negative impact on students learning experience overall. Also to look at how Moodle can be improved through reflection. I will conduct a survey on students attending one of the London campuses (Oval) with a questionnaire designed by myself specifically to obtain to raw data I need to compare with other research done on this subject. My objective is to obtain information to help develop VLE’s for future students in education. I also want to find out if VLE’s have evolved according to the types of learners using them compared to the earlier versions.
I will look at if Moodle motivates student to learn and enhance their learning experience. The second part of my research will look at secondary 

Method

To get the raw data I needed for this research I designed a survey questionnaire for my fellow students. I thought about the type of data needed to have a balanced view of how student are feeling about the impact of Moodle on their studies. I used questions to evaluate the ease of use and whether this type of learning would be recommended to other students. I wanted students to comment about their experience so incorporated space for comments. I approached lecturers and asked if they would allow their students to complete my short survey, I approached some students myself and asked for them to complete my survey. The criterion I used to select participants was as wide as I could make it as I wanted a broad range of participants. I approached students of different age, sex, ethnicity and asked lecturers who helped me to be as diverse as possible. I tried to capture a broad range of raw data to consider. I gathered the raw data and designed a chart to show my results and map any trends. A copy of my questionnaire attached as an appendix.

Results
The chart below shows the results of my survey and the obvious trend is younger students find it easier to use Moodle and older sudent tend to have more difficulty. This could be due to the evolution of computing and how much the older students have been exposed to online base systems. There are more positive comments overall for Moodle than negative but there is room for improvement as not all students regardless of age find it easy to use alongside their studies. Having said that students even though they may have difficulty using Moodle would recommend it to other learners, this shows that Moodle has benefits to study alongside classroom based learning. The comments were on the whole positive but there were comments I feel need to be mentioned i.e. “No classroom interruptions” and “Learn at own pace”. Classroom interruptions are unforeseeable but are still disruptive for learners and frustrating as some interruptions cannot be avoided. Learning at your own pace is fundamental to some learners as they may have their own pace of learning and find it easier understanding modules. This alone can enhance their learning experience. 



Discussion

According to (Barker, Grossman 2013) 46.8% of respondants agreed VLE’s increased students motivation to learn, 49.5% agreed that the variety of course tools on Moodle increase motivation to learn, 35.5% of respondents agreed the variety of formats available motivated students to learn 40.3 respondents agreed that feedback on activities motivated students to learn with 22% disagreeing. 
Their research was based around motivation to learn conducted 7 years ago, they concluded that use of VLE’s had a positive impact on students regarding motivation to learn, promotes communication and develops independent learning.
Conceptual learning is a collaborative effort requiring supportive dialogue according to (Vygotsky 1978), but message boards are rarely utilised by students and has not reached the potential for this aspect of VLE’s.
Looking at my results they are showing the trend in (Barker, Grossman 2013) that majority of students find VLE’s motivating towards their learning but accessibility need to be easier for some older students as they find it difficult to access easily



Conclusion
In conclusion VLE’s have become an essential tool for students, staff and peers of all Educational institutes. This technology has revolutionised education in general form Schools/colleges to university. However students learning experience has not improved dramatically, motivation has improved over the last 7 years and will continue to improve as long as the technology improves. The only aspect of VLE’s needing improvement are the discussion groups which need to be more user friendly. VLE’s will be around for the foreseeable future and rightly so as they do motivate students to learn which from the time of  E-learning to now has been the prime directive for Educational institutes. Students who are learning will have different experience of higher education but the motivation to learn is key in delivering successful education courses. 
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Survey Results
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		Agegroup is categorical Ordinal Variables i.e. its values

		are catigories that can be ordered:

		Agegroup

		1		18-30

		2		31-40
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		Gender, ease of use and comments are categorical Nominal variables

		 i.e. male or female are names of unordered categories and are coded:

		Gender

		1		Female

		2		Male

		Ease of use
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		Recommendation
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		Preference
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		Comments
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