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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Why is knife crime on the increase in London and how are the police service using strategies to prevent knife crime?
Why this topic?  Why is it worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation? 
Knife crime has been chosen as the topic for this dissertation as knife crime is an ongoing major issue as it stands which is causing major problems for members of the public around London every day. This topic is a major issue because there are constantly sources of information involving knife crime in London whether it is children or adults committing this type of crime which can cause themselves to be left vulnerable, there is also an interest for this type of crime because it is rapidly on the increase and many members of the public within their communities are having easy access to different types of knives such as machetes to commit this crime meaning that members of the public may fear that London is no longer safe and that the Metropolitan Police service are not providing enough assistance to proceed with this matter. This topic is worthy for an undergraduate dissertation because there are multiple reports that involve knife crime being committed constantly showing how it is increasing rapidly with statistics becoming higher each year. This gathers that there is a large quantity of information that can be used for research to find out why knife crime is on the increase, how it is affecting communities around London and how it is affecting victims and what strategies are the police using to tackle knife crime immediately.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 
The assessment specification has broken down the structure of the dissertation or placement-based project. Here, you are required to clarify the information you want to collect on your research topic in the form of two, three or four key objectives: 
The main aim of this topic is to discuss the increase of knife crime and the problems this is causing for London in particular North London and the strategies the police are using to prevent knife crime. Although, there will also be a discussion to suggest if the strategies the police are using are working to prevent knife crime. The first objective is to identify why knife crime is on the increase and how this has progressed so quickly and spread across the boroughs of North London. The next objective is to assess if the strategies the police are using are effective and efficient. The final objective is to evaluate the impact knife crime has on victims and communities around the boroughs such as Haringey, Enfield and Barnet and how their supported.



	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:
Please clarify some of the key literature to be utilised as part of your research. Consider textbooks, journals, articles, government reports, organisational strategic plans, and list a short bibliography of these key sources. This need not be extensive but will give your supervisor a good point to start from.
Margotin (2023) states the Metropolitan Police recorded 1,007 offences involving knife crime which was in Westminster which is the London borough with the highest knife crime statistics in London surpassing other boroughs such as Croydon and Newham. According to (Davison, 2025) “In the year ending December 2023, there was a 20 per cent increase in offences compared to the year before, totalling 14,577 knife-related crimes.” This gathers that knife crime has been on the rise within the past recent years and is becoming one of the most committed crimes in London.
Metropolitan Police has conducted prevention strategies to prevent knife crime on the streets of London in all London boroughs. (Home Office, 2021) states they have trialled court orders for the Knife Crime Prevention Order that includes anyone 12 or over who is found with a knife to prevent members of the public putting themselves in danger. Another prevention strategy is by educating young members of the public of what to be aware of when carrying a knife and how serious the consequences are when someone leaves themselves vulnerable in this type of situation. Virtual Decisions (2025) suggests that young people need to be educated with the risks of carrying a knife as it can impose many dangers to themselves and others. One way to promote the awareness of knife crime can be through social media as this is one way to have young people take notice as they use social media daily or by promoting the awareness through schools.  This prevention strategy is vital because many young have or are involved within knife crime and usually have caused themselves to be vulnerable just by carrying a knife as they believe they can protect themselves with a knife not realising they could hurt themselves in the process of carrying a knife. 
One case study example of a knife crime incident involved a 17-year-old boy being sentenced to prison for stabbing a 15-year-old girl due to an argument over a teddy bear which happened in Croydon, South London. The 17-year-old boy has also had previous encounters with girls where there were involvements of knife use. According to Weaver (2025) “Sentamu had a history of attacking girls and had been cautioned about taking a knife to school, the trial heard.” This gathers that this crime could have been prevented possibly due to their acts causing issues within a school meaning that the school would have been aware of their actions. Another case study is of a man who was charged with murder due to killing a woman who they stabbed in North London on a busy road. Mathers (2024) states that the man was charged with murder as the man stabbed a woman who was 66 to death in the daytime in Edgware. This explains that knife crime could happen at any time of the day which may worry members of the public as they may fear for their life in broad daylight due to the incident that occurred. This would also suggest that the members of the public within that area may lose trust within the police due to having not as much support in their area as the stabbing happened in a busy area where there could have been more potential people injured as well. The final case study is from an incident with two men between the ages of 18 and 21 were injured with stab wounds but found out later on that their injuries were non-life threatening although the attackers were carrying a baseball bat and a machete. Coleman (2020) explains that “Two men have been charged after using a machete and a baseball bat in an “appalling” attack on Halloween.” This gathers that the police service was able to find the members of public who caused the fight in the street on Halloween but still needed questions answered to figure out why the incident occurred and caused such a scene.





	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
Summary of qualitative or quantitative methods, and survey techniques being considered.
[bookmark: _Int_78UDfB1U] One of the following survey methods to be considered is by using an online survey to provide questions that the public can agree or disagree with depending on if they have dealt with a situation involving knife, have witnessed knife crime or their views on how they see knife crime. The reasoning behind this suggestion is due to this type of method providing an easier way to conduct a survey as it is a simple way to gather many opinions from the general public when filling out the survey. The survey will then be used to gather data to show the statistics of how many people completed the survey and to find out the statistics of the public’s answers to see if they agree or disagree on a few of the questions provided in the survey. This survey may also gather data on if the public think the same within this topic and if the statistics are higher or lower than expected depending on if many members of the public agree or disagree with the questions provided.
Another survey method to be considered is a questionnaire. Within this type of method there will be a minimum of 10 questions listed involving knife crime. This is also an easy alternative method to use because the questionnaire can gather different opinions from the public as the public will have different perspectives on this matter. For example, elderly people aged between 55 – 64 will have different views compared to adults aged 18 – 25 as the involvement with knife crime varies depending on age. This means that the questionnaire would provide a variety of answers if the public was to fill in the questionnaire. By doing so the data collected will provide a range of statistics showing if members of the public have similar or different answers to the questions provided within the questionnaire. 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
[bookmark: _Int_ePE9DhuK]Provide details of target sample. For example, who are you intending to ask to participate in your research, will you be seeking perspectives from experts who work in a given field, or will you be using a general questionnaire to gauge perspectives from members of the public? 
[bookmark: _Int_VgESrJhi]Within the survey or the questionnaire there will be members of the public answering the surveys which will gather a better understanding of knife crime. The age group that can answer the surveys will range from 24 and under, 25 to 34 and 50 to 64. This is because members of the public that have experienced knife crime is around this age bracket or have done during their lifetime and can provide a better understanding of this matter, for example if they have been a victim of knife crime. By collecting this data, the questionnaire can analyse the same or different aspects the members of the public have on knife crime as this will vary depending on the age of the general public. By having two age brackets to answer the questionnaire this can provide different views on this matter as for example younger people within the 14 to 17 age brackets may feel they are more of a target within knife crime due to younger becoming much more involved with this type of crime.
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