The impact on mainstream media on policing and public confidence

The relationship between the media and the police varies based around the context of the media and the narrative. The media can positively showcase the achievements and the polices involvement in crime and publicize this to boost the publics confidence in the service. 
However, the media can also negatively affect the police by misrepresentation which can lead to the publics opinion and perception of the police being altered and heighten the fear of crime and lower the expectations of law enforcement. (Cere, R 2014)
"There is plenty of evidence that the media create dichotomies of good and evil. This applies to a range of criminal activities which without media reinforcement, might not have resulted in such a negative response from the public" - Howitt D, 1998
An example that supports Howitt's point can be seen in the media's response to a carer being jailed for fraud from robbing elderly patients to fund a gambling addiction. The language used by the media is emotive and aims to get the reader to feel angry towards the situation with the use of words such as ‘callous and mean’ to influence the perception. (East Anglia Daily Times, 2022)
The media can play a huge role in impacting the publics confidence in the law enforcement service with the way it chooses to publicise the police. For example, the Sarah Everard Case. 
This case is an unusual case and was considered newsworthy by how shocking it was. This was a case that shook public confidence in the police towards violence against women.  
However, there were areas where the media used tactics to create further distance between the publics confidence and the police.
An example, can be seen in the way the news responded to Dame Cressida's statement regarding the assault and murder. (The Conversation. 2022.) 



 Dame Cressida released a statement where she express her feelings on the case and used emotive language to show her disgust and upset by what had happened however, the media titled her apology as 'so sorry' which could be seen as a small sentiment to the case.  
Sarah Everard murdered resulted in protests by hundreds of people in solidarity to her treatment however, at the time of this sensitive vigil the country was in a national lockdown restriction and the police responded with enforcing these rules as laid out by the government. (BBC News, 2022) 
The enforcement of the lockdown rules resulted in a physical and media backlash for the police who then received verbal abuse and heavy criticism for their handling of the vigil. The Government later declared the breaking up of the vigil unlawful. (The Telegraph,2022)  

For something to be considered newsworthy it must contain components like unusualness and human interest but also a shock factor.  
Forms of media used can be tv or newspapers, but more current times use social media like facebook and twitter to share news widely (Social Media, 2022)
The police use various different social media platforms that are used to interact with local news and global news platforms.  
Having their own social media accounts can be considered extremely effective when dealing with representation as this provides the police to demonstrate the work they get up to and try to improve public perception 
Improving the public perception is key as in many cases this year alone the media has publicized peoples views and statements. 'Beyond hope' (The Guardian, 2022)
The Guardian posted about the rogue behaviour of two MET officers who were sacked and later jailed for their unprofessional conduct.  


 They were exposed for sharing photos of two murdered women victims and used degrading and sexist language and remained unprofessional throughout the investigation and sent pictures in a WhatsApp group with other officers.
 The Media covered this story due to the newsworthiness however, the Guardians coverage of the report demonstrates professionalism and manner of fact within the writing and further understanding this is a sensitive issue.  
The Sun's coverage on the same story demonstrates how media can directly affect the perception of the police by the public.  
The headline itself paints a different picture to the one by the Guardian. The Guardian does not try to conceal any information as these events occurred however, the language used by the sun would cause discomfort to readers and misrepresent the Police as a whole.  
Additionally, in the title it could be misunderstood that the bodies of the victims were entwined prior to the police presence this title suggests they may have been moved and photographed.  
To conclude mainstream media undoubtedly has an impact on public confidence towards the police and can cause further friction between the public and law enforcement. 
Although, some forms of media can improve public perception by showing the positive work police are making rather than negatives such as Twitter posts or local police units working with the community and publishing their work to boost public confidence. 
Depending on the media source and outlet some forms of news spread can misrepresent the police and their principles and prove to be harmful. The views expressed by the media on sensitive issues like the Sarah Everard case demonstrate how important the media's representation of the police is as it was significantly impacted by the case and the coverage of the vigil that took place that demonized all the police as one and not on a individual basis which has harmed the reputation and public trust in the police. 
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