The expectations surrounding women’s social and gender norms can be recognised as a vital part of society that is ever changing. Over the years the expectations of women have agreeably eased with time, allowing women to scrap old norms and live life outside of the kitchen. Women’s new norms perhaps began to ease with abilities such as the power to obtain a career, attend schooling, vote, and even wear trousers, but they did not stop there. Although the expectations surrounding women have reduced with time women’s social and gender norms remain highly recognised despite the fact that gender roles are perceived as largely out dated, especially within the 21st century, Ornella (2020b). Although social standards for women are drastically eased, the most recognised deviance within expectations that surround women is that of women as offenders. However, offending women are immoderately under researched, and the portrayal of society is in fact a lot more underdeveloped than expected in theory, Fitz-Gibbon (2018). Feeley et al (1991) highlights how demonised women offenders are due to the societal opinion that women who do offend must not be normal, but must be sick or ill, and presents the distinctly female offences that were once used on offending women such as witchcraft. Within current times, women offenders are prosecuted by the courts with double deviance due to societal gender norms. 
Double deviance was first introduced in 1968 by feminist sociologist Frances Heidensohn. The theory of double deviance is the punishment that of women who offend are punished for not only committing a crime but also for braking societies norms of the ways in which a woman should behave, Ornella (2020a). The debates on gender and punishment have traditionally been divided between two polarized standpoints: those who argue that women receive a more severe treatment because they have been considered as ‘doubly deviant’, the term for violating not only the law but conventional social norms associated with womanhood, in a system more likely dominated by men and those arguing for greater leniency for women, sometimes refer to as ‘chivalry’, Lightowlers (2018). The concept of selective chivalry is based on the stereotype of females. Consequently, women are held less accountable for their actions because they are perceived as more fragile, polite, and gracious. Paternalism has modified this concept, leading to selective chivalry, whereby white women and people with wealthy backgrounds are given leniency, Malon (2020). 
In terms of double deviance, specifically the development from historical to contemporary the social and gender norms expected by women of the 21st century, presented by Dan (2016), implies that women have gained a powerful voice within society as they are finally recognised as the equal to men, rather than the other. The source goes on to evaluate the power which women have been granted has provided opportunities for women, such as the possibility to become a leader, as well as the right to independence and a rightful, ambitious mindset to understanding self-worth. Although women have gained their deserved rights they are still troubled by the never ending gender and society norms that they are expected to obey. As presented by Deeba (2023) the gender and society norms women are expected to obtain are quite far fetch, specifically in regard to women who are married. It is stated that married women are shamelessly queried on their marital status due to the lack of upholding certain societal norms such as a obtaining a certain every day, marital dress code, or even how a women should carry herself as a wife through day-to-day life. These expectations are however not limited to married women but extend to all women regardless of their relationship status or age. Expectations surrounding women stretch to cover personality traits and behaviours such as the worldwide opinion that women should be maternal (Lindberg (2020), as well as nurturing, loving, caring, law abiding, loyal and obedient which are, when cast aside by women, perceived as unacceptable, especially law breaking.
Although societal gender norms have lessened with time societal issues of diversity still posses an effect on women’s experience of crime. The effects diversity has on women’s experience of crime is largely related to the diversity between women who offend and men who offend. An example of the diversity between male and female offenders is the on going case of murderer Lucy Letby. According to (Halliday, 2022) Lucy Letby who has murdered seven infants and attempted to murder six others whilst working as a neonatal nurse at Countess of Chester Hospital between 2015 to 2016, has now joined Myra Hindley on the United Kingdoms list of worst child serial killers. Lucy Letby’s crime have led her to be stated to be mentally ill and unstable by such articles stating her crimes have been committed due to Letby’s own fear that she would never have children of her own, Sawer and Bolton (2023). This statement has gone on to be questioned to be the reason behind the nurses killings of infants, however it is difficult not to query whether this would in fact be the questioned reason if Letby was of the opposite sex, therefore perhaps making Letby subject to double deviance. 
Referring to Myra Hindley whilst in discussion of the effect diversity has over females who offend, it is also difficult to overlook the note that, as stated, Hindley is listed on the United Kingdoms List of worst child serial killers yet surprisingly, her partner to the murders, Ian Brady, is not, (Sawer, 2023). Due to Brady’s lack of presence within this article, it has to be queried whether double deviance has been appointed to Myra Hindley and her horrific crimes. Whilst critically evaluating whether double deviance is still present within offending women’s crimes and trials it is perhaps easy to presume that double deviance has in fact been appointed to Myra Hindley and Lucy Letby’s sickening crimes, it is important to also explore the lack of double deviance and question whether chivalry and victimization have been put in place instead of double deviance. 
Although female criminologists have increased in recent times, Menis (2020) states that criminology has been noted to have had a lack of concern within the subject of women criminals, simply due to the topic being labelled as male-dominated and a genderless construct. Mandal (2019)  states that female offenders have many biological and physiological factors that can impact their experience of imprisonment; pregnancies, hormonal changes and women being primary care givers are prime factors which can cause difficulty to women who are imprisoned, therefore providing women with more difficult factors which do not collaborate well with prisons being a male construct as they are simply incapable of caring for females who offend.
Throughout the four waves which feminist activism has been proceeded to grant women with more rights, respect, opportunities and knowledge throughout each of the four waves. The fourth wave, which is our current wave, is social media orientated which provides a world wide source of information so young women have the ability to understand feminism from all corners of the world, Stevenson et al (2023). 
Early belief accounts of criminology based on the female offender and quite different to what is understood and believed about female offenders from this day in age. Criminologists such as Lombroso believed that women had not managed to become as evolved as men therefore suggesting that women did not have the capability of being born criminal. 
It is interesting to note the differences between male and female offenders, along with their experiences of crime, victisimsation and punishment. According to Office for National Statistics (2022) the total population of England in Wales in 2021 was 59,642,000, the total of offenders dealt with by the criminal justice system in 2021 was 1.31 million, Ministry of Justice (2022).  Out of the 1.31 million people who had been dealt with by the criminal justice system only 79,092 offenders were given a sentence within HMRP, Sturge and Tunnicliffe (2022), therefore highlighting that a large number of 1.23 million were not sentenced for the offence committed. 
When discussing offenders in terms of male and female it is unsurprising to note that out of the 79,092 inmates, at the large statistic of 75 thousand is made up of males and a very low comparison of 3.2 thousand was female, therefore providing a shocking statistic that 97% of all inmates in England and Wales are male, Smith (2022). Although these statistics are exceedingly large, especially for male offenders it is important to note that these numbers only stand for a percentage of offenders dealt with by the criminal justice system. The 75 thousand males in prison covers a large 86% of all male offenders dealt with by the criminal justice system and the 3.2 thousand serving woman covers 83% of the women who were dealt with by the criminal justice system. These statistics portray an extensive difference between the amounts of females who turn to offend compared to men, which leads me to question whether the criminal justice system treats offenders differently regarding their gender and provides a question as to wonder if a male and female had committed the same crime, whether they would be treated the same or not. 
In terms of factors such as double deviance and victimization, it is clear to establish these factors have a lack of being applied in favour of the opposite sex. According to Belknap (2010) double deviance is theory which prosecutes women for not only committing a crime but for disobeying women’s typical gender norms and victimization is the discrimination of victims raising concerns about being a victim of violent crime or even property crime, Davies (2011). Double deviance is only practiced on women however victimization tends to have higher rates of women than men as stated by Flores et al (2023).
It is more difficult to determine whether double deviance has in fact been used by the criminal justice system that it is to determine whether women are guilty of double deviance through societies eyes. As provided Smith (2022) states that 86% of all male dealt with by the criminal justice system are imprisoned and 83% of women. The lack of a drastic difference in numbers here suggests that women are not being prosecuted with double deviance otherwise the statistic provided would most likely be of a larger number. Understanding whether males and females should be treated equal or with different strategies, is not only vital in order to prevent reoffending or strictly provide equality to offenders, but it is also vital to society. A lack of understanding on which gender requires what treatment can be detrimental as not only can reoffending become high risk and more likely but some offenders may believe that their punishment is worth offending for as well as the unacceptable cost new instances of criminal offenders has on society, GOV (2021), Double deviance is not a key factor which should be considered in term of women who offend or have committed crimes. 
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