SIR RANULPH FIENNES

Described as the greatest living explorer(1) Sir Ranulph Fiennes has contributed a vast amount to the outdoor world. Creating an image of an environment where anything is possible and providing and inspiration to many people, His record breaking life starting from a career in the British armed forces, Where he served for 8 years and became the youngest Captain in the British army and also served with S.A.S.(2) He is renown for his endurance expeditions many of which he has completed during his old years where many half his age would struggle. A true testament to his character and attitude came in 2003 he completed a 7x7x7 event, 7 marathons in 7 days, Just 4 months after suffering a massive heart attack and needing a double heart by-pass(3) Sir Ranulph suffers from vertigo but despite this He has conquered Everest and in 2009 he became the oldest British person to do so. Proving that the outdoors is an environment where even the most competent people are continually improving and that its never to late to start getting over your fears, A message which is invaluable when working in the outdoor world. 

During his younger years he became one of the first men to reach both poles along with Charles Burton, A man he completed several other expeditions with. Another being the first to cross the Arctic and Antarctic ocean as well as circumnavigating the globe. A feat that took 3 years to complete and has never been completed successfully since(4)

Along with all his expedition work he also raises a huge amount of money for charities and has so far raised over 14 million pounds for organisations such as the British heart foundation and Marie Curie cancer care. All his ground breaking expeditions and endurance records coupled with all his charity work have given off an amazing image of the outdoor environment. And the fact he is still alive gives people a chance to see a side to him that we don't often get to see with other great pioneers or adventurers.

Now aged 68 it would be logical in thinking that he was ready for retirement, However such is his determination and drive he is planning an expedition across Antarctica during the polar winter (5) this will see him endure conditions of -70 degrees and will be in complete darkness the whole time. It is easy to see why sir Ranulph fiennes is such a pioneer for the outdoor sector when he is still attempting adventures such as this.
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