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What impact have the strategies implemented by the public, private and third sector had on reducing child poverty in England?
Chapter 1
Background
There is currently a huge issue when it comes to child poverty in England and the UK. In 2016/2017 the number of children that were seen to be living in low income families was at 4.1 million (McGuinness, 2018). The Black report published in 1980 concluded that inequalities in health are primarily down to social inequalities influencing health such as income, education, housing, diet, employment and conditions of work (Gray, 1982). Due to this the report recommended a wide strategy of social policy measures in order to combat these health inequalities (Gray, 1982). 
The public sectors in the United Kingdom (UK) are services that are provided to the public and are run by the government (Smith, 2018). These include services such as the emergency services, healthcare services run by the NHS, public education, social care and public housing (Smith, 2018). Public sectors do not seek to gain any profit from the service they are giving. Unlike the public sector, private sectors are mostly self funded as well as the NHS contributes to some private healthcare within the psychiatric services, care for the elderly, termination of pregnancy, waiting list initiatives and private beds (Doyle & Bull, 2000). Individuals that receive private medical care are usually covered by insurers, friendly societies and cash plan companies (Doyle & Bull, 2000). In terms of health and social care the third sector relates to organisations which are non profit and are not run by the government (NHS, 2018). Most third sector organisations are voluntary and charity based which are dedicated to raising awareness and money for particular health conditions (NHS, 2018). 
Townsend (1979) says that individuals amongst the population are said to be in poverty when they lack the resources in which they need in order to obtain the type of diet, participate in activities and have the conditions of living which are considered the normal and are approved of in the societies in which they belong to. This definition links mostly to the concept of relative poverty.
Poverty is most commonly put into two sub categories, absolute poverty and relative poverty. Schwartzman (2002) says that absolute poverty is the lack of resources in which an individual must have to maintain a standard of living in order to survive such as food, shelter and water. However, relative poverty defined by Townsend (1992) is the level of deprivation that means that individuals are unable to fit in with the roles of people in their society, such as, not being able to access or afford goods or a service which are considered a norm within your society. 
Child poverty specifically refers to children who are experiencing deprivation of the material, spiritual and emotional resources required to survive, develop and thrive. This inevitably leaves them unable to enjoy their rights, achieve their full potential or participate as full and equal members of society, as defined by UNICEF (2004).
Justification
This piece of work is worth looking into as it would be interesting for the organisations themselves to see how much of an issue child poverty in England is and what more they could do to decrease the statistics. In 2013-2014 in the UK there were 3.7 million children that were seen as to be living in poverty (Wickham et al, 2016). Whereas in 2016/2017 the numbers were seen to have rose to 4.1 million children living in low income families (McGuinness, 2018). Having high child poverty levels is known to have detrimental outcomes on children’s health as they are more likely to develop chronic conditions living in poverty compared with more affluent children (Wickham et al, 2016). Not only does child poverty have affects on children’s health but it also has huge consequences on the UK economy and health service, costing the economy £29 billion in 2013 (Wickham et al, 2016). 
Aim and objectives
The aim of this research is to find out the impact in which the strategies being enforced by the public, private and third sectors have had in an attempt to reduce child poverty. To achieve the aim, the following four objectives need to be achieved. These are: 
· To describe what poverty is and examine what strategies have been put in place by the different sectors.
· To evaluate how effective and successful these strategies have been in reducing child poverty in England using peer reviewed research in a literature review. 
· To find out which of these strategies have had the biggest impact on reducing child poverty alongside with which of the strategies haven’t had as much of an impact. 
· Giving recommendations for improvements and how the sectors can contribute more to the reduction of child poverty. There will also be recommendations of how these sectors could work together in an attempt to battle child poverty in England. 
Chapter 2
Methodology and justification 
Methodology is the study of how research is done and the way in which procedures and knowledge is gained (Campbell, 2016). Methodology also outlines the principles which are the guidance for the research process (Campbell, 2016). The methodology used in this research project is a systematic review. A systematic review is a review that involves a detailed and comprehensive plan and search strategy alongside with a clearly formulated question (Uman, 2011). A systematic review has the goal of reaching a non bias answer by identifying, appraising and synthesizing all relevant studies on a particular topic (Uman, 2011). A systematic review links to the chosen title as it is a clearly formulated question and has the goal of utilising all relevant data and studies to form a non bias answer on what different sectors are doing in an attempt to reduce child poverty. The strengths of using a systematic review are that they are able to make use of systematic literature searches warranting the whole piece of evidence regarding a specific clinical question as well as systematic reviews being able to pinpoint weaknesses and fallacies in current studies (Biondi-Zoccai et al, 2011). However Mallett et al. (2012) says that there can be concerns that are linked to using a systematic review. This includes the contradictions raised with regards to the information that is needed to conduct a systematic review and the way in which peer-reviewed journal articles are written. Secondly, it may be more difficult to assess the evidence in these studies compared to other fields which systematic reviews were pioneered. Finally, systematic reviews can tend to miss context and process (Mallett et al, 2012). 
Methods and justification
The research methods are they way in which the study is conducted and how the information is obtained (Long, 2014). In order to utilize the methodology and be able to conduct a systematic review the methods that are going to be used are critical appraisal skills programme (CASP) and a search strategy sheet. The CASP checklists are a set of eight critical appraisal tools which links to the chosen title as they are designed to be used for systematic reviews (CASP, 2018). The advantages of using CASP are that is has many questionnaires to choose from to find the one that fits the piece of research that is being looked at and it also helps to know whether the information being looked at is useful or not. However the disadvantages of using CASP are that is may be difficult to find which questionnaire suits the information being looked at as well as the whole process being very time consuming. Printouts of these questionnaires will be made and will be evidenced at the end in the appendix. In the appendix there will also be evidence of using a search strategy sheet, this sheet will show all of the statements that have been researched and how useful they were in finding information used. By creating a search strategy sheet it will help improve results when searching databases as well as saving time by planning and being able to keep a record of terms that have been searched.
Ethics 
As only secondary research will be conducted there will be no need to undertake ethical application or approval. However, with any studies researched there will be ethical considerations to make sure that these pieces of literature or studies are within ethical boundaries. This will be done by making sure the studies follow ethical principals such as honesty, objectivity, integrity, carefulness, openness, respect for intellectual property, confidentiality, responsible publication, responsible mentoring, respect for colleagues, social responsibility, non-discrimination, competence, legality, animal care and human subjects protection (Resnik, 2015). 
Chapter 3
Planning 
	21st November 2018
	supervision

	By the 1st December 2018
	More background information into child poverty rates in England and how they have changed.

	12th December 2018
	supervision

	By the 1st January 2019
	Researched and write up all the information needed about the public sectors roll in reducing child poverty.

	16th January 2019
	supervision 

	By the 1st February 2019
	Research and write up all information gained about the private sectors roll in reducing child poverty.

	13th February 2019
	supervision

	By the 1st March 2019
	Research and write up all information gained about the third sector with regards to reducing child poverty.

	4th March 2019
	Write clear recommendations and conclusion.

	14th March 2019
	supervision

	18th march 2019
	Make sure work is poof read and all mistakes corrected. 

	5th April 2019
	Thesis submission date. 
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Appendix 1
Search strategy sheet: 
	
My research question / aim / objective :

	What impact have the strategies implemented by the public, private and third sector had on reducing child poverty in England?
Aim
· The aim of this research is to find out the impact in which the strategies being enforced by the public, private and third sectors have had in an attempt to reduce child poverty
Objectives 
· To describe what poverty is and examine what strategies have been put in place by the different sectors.
· To evaluate how effective and successful these strategies have been in reducing child poverty in England using peer reviewed research in a literature review. 
· To find out which of these strategies have had the biggest impact on reducing child poverty alongside with which of the strategies haven’t had as much of an impact. 
· Giving recommendations for improvements and how the sectors can contribute more to the reduction of child poverty. There will also be recommendations of how these sectors could work together in an attempt to battle child poverty in England. 

	
Places to search for information:

	Google, Google scholar, UWTSD Library databases, in libraries manually and free journal databases. 


	

	
Date 
	
Database Name
	
Search Terms 
	
No of Results
	
Comments 

	03/10/2018
	Google scholar 
	Poverty meaning 
	2,460,000
	Useful 

	15/10/2018
	Google 
	Reducing child poverty journal article 
	37,800,000
	Took me to Google scholar

	15/10/2018
	Google scholar
	Reducing child poverty journal article 
	588,000
	Not useful


	15/10/2018
	Google scholar
	Reducing child poverty strategies journal articles
	302,000
	Not useful 


	15/10/2018    
	Google 
	child poverty strategy journal articles    
	51,8000,000   
	Useful 

	17/10/2018
	UWTSD online library 
	"services"+"child poverty" england
	1,976
	Useful

	17/10/2018
	UWTSD online library - newspapers
	"services"+"child poverty" england
	325
	Recent and relevant data 

	21/10/2018
	Google
	poverty definition journal
	68,800,000
	First one useful for giving me a structure on defining poverty and what to research and look at.

	30/10/2018
	Google 
	Public sector
	651,000,000
	Hard to find a scholarly piece of information that gave me good definition on the public sector and who is involved in it. However I did use the best one I could find from this search. 

	30/10/2018
	Google 
	Public sector definition 
	198,000,000
	Not helpful in finding a definition on the public sector. 

	30/10/2018
	Google 
	Private sector health and social care 
	137,000,000
	First option gave me a journal article with a clear definition of what the private sector means in terms of health and social care which is what I was looking for.

	02/11/2018
	Google 
	Third sector health and social care 
	93,700,000
	Gave me a clear definition of what the third sector is and involves.

	04/11/2018
	Google 
	The black report 
	3,610,000,000
	Helped me find a journal article that gave me a summary of the black report.

	04/11/2018
	Google
	Child poverty statistics 
	183,000,000
	Unable to find reliable credible sources from this search.  

	04/11/2018
	Google
	Child poverty and health
	193,000,000
	I was able to find a journal article from this search that gave me changing statistics as well as the affects of child poverty on health.

	06/11/2018
	Google 
	Methodology definition journal article 
	119,000,000
	Gave me a journal article that gave the difference between methodology and methods. 

	06/11/2018
	Google
	Systematic review 
	129,000,000
	Journal article that gave a clear definition of what a journal article is and what they are used for.

	06/11/2018 
	Google  
	Systematic review advantages and disadvantages 
	20,9000,000 
	Was able to find useful disadvantages of a systematic review.

	06/11/2018
	Google 
	Research methods journal article 
	179,000,000
	Gave a clear and simple answer as to what a research method is.

	06/11/2018
	Google 
	CASP
	4,520,000
	Came up with the CASP website which I concluded to be the most reliable source and was able to give me a clear description of what CASP is as well as the different questionnaires which I can access and print off whenever need needed. 

	06/11/2018
	Google
	Ethics journal articles 
	138,000,000
	This search wasn’t able to give a description of what ethics are or why they are important and all of the sources I deemed useless. 

	06/11/2018
	Google 
	Why are ethics important 
	190,000,000
	Came up with a journal article which was able to tell me what ethics are, why they are important in research and what ethics should be taken into consideration when doing research. 
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