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Introduction

The purpose of this report is to reflect on feedback given for assignments from last year and to evaluate strengths and weaknesses in order to improve moving forwards. I hope that this report will outline issues with my work, particularly recurring ones, and allow me to iron out problems I’ve had in the foundation year in order to produce better and more complete work in the coming years of my study of the subject. I hope that feedback I receive will be further emphasised by drawing attention to it within this reflective report.



Coursework 1
	
-Technical Poster
This coursework required me to create a technical poster covering one of the topics discussed in a lecture and one of the practical sessions undertaken. For this I decided to discuss Engines by taking teachings from the lecture with Malcolm Macdonald and to speak on Flow Benches and their uses following the practical session conducted using one.
The main criticism received for this coursework was the lack of detail presented. While I was able to display a working knowledge of the subject I failed to include sufficient detail on the topics discussed. With the regards to Engines, I explained their basic principles well and succeeded in conveying knowledge of the science behind their behaviour in reasonable detail. I lacked however in further matters on the subject such as their development and how they will fare in a competitive market in the future with environmentally friendly powertrain options becoming more advanced and increasingly viable.
Another criticism in the feedback was the lack of correct presentation. I lost marks for failing to number and label figures on the poster and for leaving too much empty space on the page. This I believe was a result of my lack of background knowledge on what makes a good technical poster due to focussing on the content of the poster and perhaps showing insufficient effort to ensure the poster itself was properly executed. Failing to follow the proper Harvard referencing convention was also cited and was a recurring error in my work from the foundation year thus requiring attention.
I feel the main thing I learned from the feedback given was that detail is vitally important in any literature. Fully expressing ones knowledge is imperative as being overly concise serves only to display a lack of understanding. It is important therefore to follow any ideas with explanation and background detail rather than leaving further interpretation for the reader.  Feedback from this coursework also told me that my execution of a good technical poster was far from sufficient and that care must be taken to ensure the work is in the correct format with the proper conventions in place. I have also been forced to re-evaluate my referencing method in order to avoid losing marks in future work and to ensure any work produced after completing my degree is of good standard and demonstrates competence in my area of study.
In future efforts of producing a technical poster I would be inclined to carry out greater research and to pay particular attention to my presentation. Perhaps seeking advice from lecturers and offering it to peers to proof read would also be beneficial.


Coursework 2
-Technical Presentation
	This assignment required me to make a presentation discussing a topic of my choice that related to my chosen engineering stream. Of the options given to me I chose to present an iconic model from my area of study, namely the Chaparral 2J. 
	The feedback received for this work on the whole was positive although there were a few improvements that could’ve been made. My research on the subject helped me to build a comprehensive knowledge on the subject thus enabling me to avoid reading from the slides and to present my work without the need for queue cards. I was able to supplement this by rehearsing prior to the presentation to work on timings and delivery.
	My interest in the subject meant that I had been able to develop an objective understanding of the engineering principles of fan cars as well as the more subjective outlook on their history and legacy within motor racing. Fortunately this added a different dimension to the presentation, which allowed an in-depth discussion to follow the presentation with the lecturers. Despite being very pleased with the presentation itself I feel I performed better during the questioning at the end. The questions asked allowed expansive responses, which I feel allowed me to show further understanding of the subject and gave me the opportunity to express a more opinionated outlook on the topic.
	The biggest weakness of my presentation was with the referencing slide at the end. Although I did provide a good selection of websites it wasn’t written in the correct Harvard convention. My references also lacked the inclusion of any books or written papers on the subject and my research was mainly from websites and articles I had read prior to beginning the work.  
	Having read the feedback given I was pleased but understood there were some aspects of my work that required addressing in order to secure better marks in the future. I feel that my passion for innovative designs within the automotive industry will benefit me as the course progresses by prompting me to research out of personal interest rather than solely to gain satisfactory results and pass the degree.  Given the opportunity to re-approach this I would maintain the enthusiasm I have for the subject while trying to polish up some of the weaker aspects in order to produce a more rounded piece of work.
	

Overview
The most frequent criticism in my work seems to be with my referencing. I feel that this is a minor issue in that it can be rectified easily although I am dissatisfied that I failed to address the issue sooner in the course. I am determined now however, to ensure not only that I present my references in the proper manner but that I also reference from a larger variety of sources. Obviously this will have a direct influence on marks given but more importantly it will help me build a greater knowledge base that I can tap into in future work.  
It has become clear that my greatest weaknesses during the foundation were primarily a result of poor planning and a lack of careful execution of assignments. This meant that although I was able to pass modules I often failed to achieve the best marks which I hope to achieve further on in the degree. I feel my attendance is also a factor in these results. Trying to balance work with studies is difficult but it’s important that I seek to find a healthier balance.  I feel that I have a good core knowledge of the subject which has allowed me to produce some good work although it is important moving forward that I make every effort to work on my weaknesses.
I don’t feel that I have made sufficient effort in the first semester to rectify my errors from last year; however, I believe that this report has driven me to focus more on self evaluation and I feel that I will now be more inclined to correct my previous mistakes.
Conclusion
	This report has given me the opportunity to methodically reflect on my achievements last year and has allowed me to give thought to how I can improve moving forward. I feel that had I not made this report I perhaps would not have spared the same consideration of ways I can improve my academic performance and that actually taking the time to produce this has given me a fresh outlook on not only my weaknesses but also how I can better use my strengths.
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