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Ways of Perceiving
In this module, we must curate an exhibition of 5 pieces of work throughout history relating to our chosen theme and write 1500 words on the matter. It must include a photoshopped floor plan of our chosen gallery – mine is The Mission Gallery, see source G. The topic which I have chosen for this exhibition is anarchy. Anarchy means disorder because there is no authority in place or because people refuse to acknowledge the authority which is there. It is also the name for the political idea that the people should have total freedom without being controlled by a system (see source A). I decided on this concept due to my love of punk; the movement, not just the music. Punk stood for anarchy, expressed explicit disdain for systems of government and religion and encouraged disregard for such things. In this curatorial project I only included one image from the punk movement, other images date back to the turn of the 19th century (regarding The Fall of The Damned; Source B). It includes a photograph, two paintings, a poster, and graffiti by the infamous Banksy (see sources A - F). Within the gallery floor plan (which can be found in source G), you can see that I did not utilize the curved space towards the back of the area. This is for a few reasons: a curved wall is impractical for displaying art works, it would separate a piece from the exhibition therefore giving it more attention than the other pieces, and the space looks as though it has good acoustics and so would benefit more from placing a speaker here. Through the speaker I would play punk songs from the 70s and the first half of the 80s. This is because playing anarchist music would support the overall theme of anarchy.
My first piece is The Fall of The Damned by Peter Paul Rubens (see source B). Being the oldest and largest piece within my exhibition, I have placed it on the wall by the door. The slight separation from the other pieces should hopefully prevent it from overshadowing other, smaller art works. The painting is supposed to represent the sinners falling into hell on judgement day. It uses an orange and red colour pallet to indicate hell fire and has various beasts hidden within the image to continue to support the visual of the underworld. To me, it speaks of anarchy. Looking at the context of the painting you can see that the theme of anarchy comes from the fact that “the damned” showed disregard for the authority of God through their sins during their time alive on earth. Looking at the painting you can see anarchy straight away through the chaos portrayed. There is clearly no system to keep order and they are falling to their doom in a pit of fire and beasts and chaos. Another reason I included an image that dates back to late 1700s is to show that this concept has been around for centuries and although was brought very much to light in the punk movement, our society has always lived with the idea of anarchy.
My second chosen image of the exhibition is Thomas Cole’s 1830s painting “The Course of Empire: Destruction” as shown in source C. I placed this image in the back right corner as the colour contrasts nicely next to Banksy and opposite Bettye Lane. It’s also nice to have a larger image at the back when the largest image is at the very front – I feel as though it balances out the space well. Destruction is the fourth painting in a set of five named “The Course of Empire”. The images are as follows: “The Savage State”, “The Arcadian State”, “The Consummation of Empire”, “Destruction” and “Desolation”. I chose to exhibit the third painting (“Destruction”) as a singular image and not the whole set as this is the one I find most relevant to my theme. The whole set together portray the rise and the fall of an empire, whereas separating this image changes it’s context slightly. Showing just the fall of this empire really captures the anarchy. There is obviously a fight going on whether it be a battle or a war and either way, it would show anarchy. A fight show’s disregard for authority as the people rely on themselves to fight for what they want rather than allowing their acting rulers to sort it out for them. Some people even speculate that it was caused by a civil war which would greatly support the theme of anarchy as it would mean that the people are fighting back against the system. Nothing says disorder like an unruly, brutal war. This makes another old painting proving anarchy has always been around us as a society. As long as there are systems, there will be people who fight against them.
The third image is Don’t Forget Your Scarf Dear by Banksy (see source D) which is a piece from The Banksy vs Bristol Museum Exhibition. It’s placed at the front right (see source G). The reason for this image’s inclusion on the exhibition is clear as the man in it is holding an anarchy flag. Though the message of it is about a mothers love and support, the image supports anarchy as a political view and so I considered it a vital part of the set. Banksy himself was an anarchist after all. He spray painted his beliefs all around while completely refusing to acknowledge the laws of society. What some would call vandalism has become art.
The fourth image is an Anarchy in The UK poster for The Sex Pistols Created by Jamie Reid (see source E). I’ve placed it front left. It is directly opposite the other obvious piece in the set. I have included this image as it literally states “anarchy” in the title, it supports the most iconic punk band of all time (punk is known for anarchy therefore it is the most iconic anarchist band of all time by default), and it shows a destroyed British flag which represents the destruction of the system. The image also shows safety pins holding it together showing how weak the system really has become.
The fifth and final image of the exhibition is Stonewall Uprising by Bettye Lane (see source F). I placed it back left (see source G). Bettye Lane was most well known for photographing the women’s rights movement in the 70s, however, I found this image from the Stonewall uprising and it fitted the theme better. The fact that there are authority figures (police men) in the image and the young boy has his hand up towards them as if to say ‘stop’ shows his refusal to recognize them as authority. In my opinion he had every right to, he was simply campaigning to be treated like a human but that refusal to be governed by people with power in anarchy none the less. This image doesn’t simply fit the theme but it means something to me as a queer person. If the system is against you then tear it down.
In conclusion, I have curated five art works speaking to different aspects of anarchy: lack of authority, disregard of authority, the anarchy symbol, the anarchist band / punk movement, and the fight against the system. This is what disorder looks like.
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