Eighteenth Century: Some Key Happenings
1687  
Isaac Newton Principia Mathematica [establishes ‘scientific’ measuring tone of the age  --- empricism]

1688
The Protestant ‘Revolution’; population of contry approx 5 million; pop of London 800,000. Pope born.

1690
John Locke Essay on Human Understanding {knowledge and language to be put on a ‘scientific footing’; the importance of individual experience]

1702 
Queen Anne comes to throne; pub. of first sustained daily newspaper the Daily 
Courant
1704 
Swift’s A Tale of a Tub [satire]

1707 
Political Union with Sxcotland

1709 
Copyright Act gives some protection to authors but more so to publishers

1711 
Pope’s Essay on Criticism [Neoclassicism and criticism as practice]; The

        
Spectator begins publication.

1712 
First version of Pope’s Rape of the Lock[e] --- five canto version pub 1714

1714 
Hanoverian Accession

1715 
Jacobite uprising in Scotland

1719 
Defore’s Robinson Crusoe --- the emergence of the novel
1720 
Pope secures financial independence through publication of his translation of the Illiad  
1729
Jonathan Swift A Modest Proposal – the limits of reason 
1737 
The Theatre Licensing Act --- limiting licensed theatre to two venues in London

1738 
John Wesley Methodism first as part of Cof E and then outside [interest in 

         
charismatic religion  esp. among urban poor --- Enthusiasm v. Reason]
1740 
Samuel Richardson Pamela – the epistolary novel

1742 
Henry Fielding Joseph Andrews [the novel as self conscious form; parody] 

1745 
Second Jacobite uprising (Young Pretender)
1755 
Dr Johnson’s Dictionary – the first sustained attempt to codify the meanings

         
and spellings of English words [throughout the century there were calls for a National  Academy to, lay down rules about grammar, spelling etc. as had happened in France in the previous century. The Royal Society was founded in 1660]

1757 
Edmund Burke  Enquiry into the Sublime and the Beautiful 
1759    [-- 67] Lawrence Sterne Tristram Shandy
1764   
Horace Walpole Castle of Otranto – the first gothic novel 
1771
Henry Mackenzie The Man of Felling – sentiment(ality)
1775 
Jane Austen Born

1777 
R.B Sheridan’s the School for Scandal opens at Drury Lane – one of the licensed theatres
1789
The French Revolution

1797
Ann Radcliffe The Italian
