[image: Discover University of Wales Trinity Saint David] 
APPENDIX GA36a

	LEVEL 4 ASSESSMENT SPECIFICATION 



	Student name:
	Gabriel Huchiu 
	Student ID number:
	2233684@student.uwtsd.ac.uk 

	Programme:
	BSc (Hon) Professional Policing 

	Module:
	Preparing for Professional Police Practice


	Module code:
	BMPL 4002
	Contribution to Overall Module Assessment (%):
	50%

	Lecturer:
	Kelly Andrews 
	Internal Verifier:
	Rachel Smith 

	Assignment Title:
	Please see below
	Word count (or equivalent):
	1500

	Submission deadline:
	 17th November 2023 at 23:59hrs
	Return date of provisional marks & written feedback:
	15/12/23

	Submission method:
	All written assessments, where practical and possible, must be submitted via Turnitin unless otherwise instructed by the Lecturer. (Please DO NOT put this assessment specification into Turnitin or it will match many similarities with other students’ submissions.)
Alternative submission method (if applicable): 
Late submission of the assessment will result in a late penalty mark.  Penalties for late submission: Up to one week late, maximum mark of 40%.  Over one week late, 0%.  Only the Extenuating Circumstances Panel may approve a change to submission dates.




Examine the concept of “policing by consent”, why is it important and how does it impact society.




Introduction 


      The practise of law enforcement is a fundamental element of any social framework, as it guarantees the welfare, safeguarding, and construction of an organised milieu for the members inside that particular community. The notion of ‘police by consent’ is widely acknowledged as a crucial cornerstone in various democratic nations, amidst the vast array of policing models and approaches. The objective of this essay is to critically analyse the concept of policing by consent, highlighting its significance and its impact on societal structures. The term of policing by consent does not solely refer to passive acceptance of a police force, but rather centres on the idea that the legitimacy of the police is derived from the consent bestowed upon them by the community they are entrusted to serve (Reiner, 2010). In contrast to authoritarian frameworks that employ fear or intimidation as means of upholding order, the police by consent strategy prioritises community engagement, transparency, and mutual respect. The origin of this paradigm can be credited to the notions outlined by Sir Robert Peel in the 19th century, which emphasised the importance of public involvement in police (Rowe, 2017).







Main body


      The activity of policing is intrinsically linked to the collective identity of a society and has the capacity to elicit profound emotional allegiance among its constituents. Police institutions have the ability to elicit, authenticate, enhance, or potentially undermine the social connections and ideological frameworks of political communities. They serve as a significant mechanism via which individuals in these cultures actively pursue, obtain, or are denied recognition. In their seminal work titled “Police and the Condition of England,” Loader and Mulcahy (2003) present a persuasive argument that upholds the enduring relevance of a symbolic understanding of the police in the context of Britain. This perspective is additionally bolstered by Loader’s prior study conducted in 2006. Taking into consideration the argument posited by Reiner (2010) regarding the process of desacralizing the police in modern society, as well as the perspective presented by Newburn (2003) that portrays the police as a conventional instrument of governance, it becomes apparent that scholars maintain a firm belief in the distinct social construction and perception of policing, setting it apart from other societal institutions. The aforementioned object exhibits a notable propensity for symbolism, particularly with regards to social identity, communal association, and the possibility of exclusion. According to Loader and Mulcahy (year), policing functions as a process by which individuals take significance from their personal history and future hopes, while simultaneously enabling the expression of collective identities. The authors additionally propose that the act of policing might be interpreted as a condensation symbol, a notion introduced by Turner (1974), which serves to symbolise and encapsulate these aforementioned processes. The identities indicated appear to align with a shared understanding of the local community, which is yet located within the larger national context (Girling et al., 2000).

The term “The Principles of Policing by Consent” pertains to the fundamental principles that form the basis of the relationship between law enforcement agencies and the communities they are responsible for.

The conceptual underpinning for understanding the concept of policing by agreement can be found in the nine ‘Peelian Principles’ developed by Sir Robert Peel. Several key fundamental principles can be established. The principal objective of law enforcement authorities is to actively discourage illegal behaviour and uphold societal harmony. The effectiveness of law enforcement in carrying out its duties relies on the support and approval of the general populace. Rowe (2017) argues that it is crucial for law enforcement authorities to develop and maintain a relationship with the community that demonstrates a consistent commitment to impartiality, refraining from the use of force and physical constraint unless absolutely necessary.

Several views emphasise the notion that the police department is not an autonomous entity operating in isolation, but rather comprises individuals who play a crucial role in the community and are dedicated to enhancing its welfare. Regarding the Importance of Policing through Consent, Trust, and Legitimacy The effectiveness of a police force relies on the construction and sustenance of a strong level of legitimacy, whereby individuals believe that the actions of the police are in their best interests. This view is positively correlated with increased levels of collaboration, sharing of information, and obedience to laws. The legitimacy of the police force is enhanced when they effectively fulfil their responsibilities with the backing of the community they are tasked to serve. As stated by Jackson et al. (2012), the presence of a high level of public trust is crucial for the effectiveness of law enforcement agencies as it promotes cooperation and reduces opposition. The likelihood of police employing force decreases when they operate with the endorsement of the community. Bradford (2014) asserts that the utilisation of this methodology not only serves to alleviate potential harm and discord, but also fosters a heightened sense of safety for both law enforcement personnel and the general population.

Community engagement plays a vital role in the practise of policing by consent, as it facilitates the active involvement of individuals within the community. The presence of a strong trust dynamic between communities and law enforcement organisations has been observed to correlate with heightened levels of crime reporting and a greater propensity to engage in collaborative efforts during investigations. Hough et al. (2010) suggest that the formation of a collaborative partnership between the community and the police has promise as a viable strategy for deterring criminal behaviour. This occurrence has the potential to lead to the implementation of community policing initiatives, wherein community members actively participate in endeavours aimed at preventing and resolving criminal activities (Skogan, 2015). The principle of policing by consent serves as an illustration of the notion of empowering vulnerable groups. It ensures that persons who are particularly prone to marginalisation and oppression within society are provided with the chance to articulate their viewpoints and apprehensions. Myhill and Quinton (2011) argue that there is an emphasis on encouraging the reporting of crimes that are often not recorded, such as cases of domestic violence or hate crimes.

The promotion of social cohesion through societal influence: The adoption of police strategies centred around consent holds the promise of nurturing a shared sense of unity and collaboration between law enforcement entities and the populace. Skogan (2015) posits that cultivating a favourable impression among community members towards law enforcement, characterised by viewing the police as collaborators rather than enemies, has promise for nurturing enhanced community ties. The establishment of a good connection between the police and the community enhances crime prevention efforts by facilitating the gathering of vital information and intelligence. As a result, the efficacy of law enforcement in crime prevention and resolution is greatly enhanced (Bradford, 2014). The enhancement of social cohesiveness is amplified through the establishment of a police force that operates on the basis of consent, since it fosters a collective consciousness and reduces societal fragmentation. As stated by Murphy et al. (2008), it functions as a mechanism for establishing connections among diverse groups and ensuring that every individual is sufficiently represented and protected.

The protection of individual rights: The notion of policing by consent aligns with the core principles of democracy. As stated by Reiner (2010), the main aim of this policy is to protect individuals’ rights and ensure that any utilisation of police authority is justified and suitable, while also fostering transparency. While the concept of employing permission-based policing is often regarded as an optimal strategy, it is not without its inherent challenges. The establishment of trust poses a significant challenge in various communities, particularly those marked by a historical context of police brutality or bias (Brunson, 2007). Moreover, the notion of policing through agreement has at times been misconstrued as a soft approach to law enforcement, leading to criticisms that raise doubts about its effectiveness in dealing with serious criminal crimes or organised criminal networks (Rawlings, 2002).

The domain of law enforcement demonstrates a political character similar to other administrative duties within the government, without inherently possessing a negative connotation. According to Black (1990, 1158), the term “political” can be concisely characterised as pertaining to or connected with the implementation of the duties assigned to those who are accountable for governance. The phrase “political” is commonly linked to dysfunction, favouritism, and influence, although it can also be regarded as an essential element of governance. The establishment and subsequent progression of law enforcement in the United States have been greatly influenced by and have also exerted effect on the political landscape of the country. One of the most evident examples pertains to its positioning within the executive branch. The political nature of policing can be attributed to its function in enforcing laws enacted by legislative bodies and interpreted by judicial institutions. The nature of policing can be regarded as inherently political, not alone because to its affiliation with the government, but also due to the performative aspects of police acts and their interactions with the community they are tasked to serve (Manning, 2001).The strategic management of one’s image is of utmost importance in order to secure public endorsement, convey a perception of efficacy, and safeguard one’s own survival.







Conclusion


             In essence, the notion of policing by agreement is not solely a theoretical construct, but rather a pragmatic and indispensable cornerstone for democratic communities. This statement emphasises the importance of fostering a collective atmosphere of mutual respect, trust, and collaboration between law enforcement agencies and the wider population. The primary aim of this strategy is to advocate for the priority of community interests within law enforcement agencies, hence supporting the establishment of a society characterised by enhanced safety and tranquilly. Amidst evolving societal dynamics and emerging obstacles, the enduring principles of consent-based policing persist, providing vital direction in navigating the intricate equilibrium between preserving social stability and safeguarding democratic ideals. The notion of policing by agreement transcends a purely philosophical term, as it constitutes a crucial principle for the effective establishment of law enforcement in democratic nations. The relevance of this phenomena is underscored by its numerous societal benefits, including the decrease in crime rates and the fostering of community trust. However, similar to other abstract concepts, it is not without its own set of challenges. In order to address these challenges effectively, it is crucial for both law enforcement authorities and the community to exhibit a mutual commitment to engaging in harmonious collaboration, thereby cultivating an atmosphere characterised by reciprocal respect and understanding.
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