
Handout 9–1 Topic 9: Review of EIA quality 

Procedures for Reviewing EIA Reports 

370 EIA Training Resource Manual � Second edition 2002 

Procedures for Reviewing EIA Reports 
 

 

These procedures are based on the work of  

Lee, N. and Colley, R. (1990) Reviewing the Quality of Environmental Statements.  
Occasional Paper Number 24. EIA Centre. University of Manchester  

 

 

and 

Boyle, J. and Mubvami, T. (1995) Training Manual for Environmental Impact Assessment 
in Zimbabwe. Department of Natural Resources Ministry of Environment and Tourism, 

Zimbabwe 
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Instructions for Reviewing EIA Reports 

Background 
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complete information on 
cover sheet of review 

report

assign a rating to the 
report as a whole

determine whether the EIA report 
meets minimum standards by 

noting whether the review criteria 
marked ** have performed 

satisfactorily (rated A, B, or C)

determine whether the EIA report is in 
broad compliance with reporting 

requirements by noting whether all review 
areas performed satisfactorily  

(rated A, B or C)

provide a brief written summary of your assessment of the strengths 
and weaknesses of the report as well as any needs for further study 

impact monitoring and management by proponent or government

skim-read EIA report 
noting the layout and 

content

Review area 2  
identification, 
analysis and 

assessment of 
impacts, 

review each criteria, 
and assign each 

category a rating 

Review area 1 
description of the 
development, the 

local environment and 
the baseline 
conditions 

review each criteria, 
and assign each 

category a rating 

Review area 4  
communication of 

results 
 review each 
criteria, and assign 

each category a 
rating 

Review area 3 
alternatives and 

mitigation 
review each 

criteria, and 
assign each 

category a rating

on basis of the 
above review, 

rate review 
area 2 as a 

whole

on basis of the 
above review, 

rate review 
area 4 as a 

whole

on basis of the 
above review, 

rate review 
area 3 as a 

whole

on basis of the 
above review, 

rate review 
area 1 as a 

whole

state any terms and 
conditions that 

should apply if the 
proposal is approved

yes no return to 
proponent for 

revision

yes return to 
proponent for 

revision
no
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Review of EIA Report 

EIA report title and date: 

___________________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________  

EIA report reviewed by: 

___________________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________  

Dates of review: 

___________________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________  

Review criteria: 
������� �	
���������

�� ��������	�
��������
�������
����
��������������������
�������

�� ��������	����������
�	������
��������
��	����
��
�����
�������

�������������

�� ��������������
�	���������
�����
�������
���������������

�� ������
������������������������
������
�
�������
��������������

�����������
�	���������
��
�����
�������
���������������

�� �����������
�	��������������
�����
���
���������������

 � !��	������������
�	�����
����������"�#��

��	��
���
���
������������

$��� �
��������������������!��
��
��������
���������������������
���%��
��

������
�����



Handout 9–1 Topic 9: Review of EIA quality 

Procedures for Reviewing EIA Reports 

374 EIA Training Resource Manual � Second edition 2002 

 

Review of EIA Report 
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2 Broad compliance 
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3 Overall quality 

Overall rating for report     A    B    C    D    E    F 
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4 Approval terms and conditions 
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Review Area 1 
Description of the development, the local environment and the baseline conditions 

1.1 Description of the development: the purpose(s) of the development is adequately 
described as well as its physical characteristics, scale and design.  Quantities of 
material needed during construction and operation are included and, where 
appropriate, a description is given of the production processes. 

&'&'&� (�������
��������
������!���
��������!��
�������������������	��%�������'� 
��������

&'&')� (�������������*��
��������
��������!��
��������������������������������
��
��
�
��������
������
������
������!��������������������	����������'�������������������
�����������
�����������������������!��	��
�����������
���


��������

&'&'+� (������
������������	�����������������!��
����������������������
�������
�����
�������
��������
������
����������������!����!��
����������������������������
�
����������������'�


��������

&'&',� -��
��������������������������������	���
����
����!��
����������������������
��
.
��
�
���������������"����
�����
���
���
���
�������������������
��
���
���
���
���������
���
%���
����*���
��������������

��������!����#����������������'�


������

&'&'/� (����������������������������
��
��������	���������������
�������������
������
�
����������!��
������
���������������!������!��
�����'�


������

&'&'0� (�������������������������
������������������������
��������
��������
������

������
����������������������������
��������
���������
�������������������
������
��
�����
����
������'�


������

&'&'1� (�����������
��

��������!
�!���
����������
�������������
����
��������
������

������
���������������'�


��������
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1.2 Site description: the on-site land requirements of the development are described, as well 
as the duration of each land use. 
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1.3 Residuals: the types and quantities of residual and/or waste matter and energy created 
are adequately estimated, the expected rate of production given, and the proposed 
disposal routes to the environment identified. 
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1.4 Bounding the study: appropriate boundaries to the study area and time horizon are 
identified. 
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1.5 Baseline condition: an adequate description of the affected environment as it is 
currently, and as it could be expected to develop if the project were not to proceed, is 
presented. 
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Review Area 2 
Identification, Analysis and Assessment of Impacts 

2.1 Identification of impacts: all potentially significant impacts are identified.  Key 
impact are also identified and the main investigation centred on these. 
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2.2 Analysis of impact severity: the likely impacts of the development on the 
environment are analysed and described in as precise terms as possible. 
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2.3 Assessment of impact significance: the expected significance that the projected 
impacts will have for society are adequately assessed.  The sources of quality 
standards plus the rationale, assumptions and value judgements used in assessing 
significance are fully described. 
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Review Area 3 
Alternatives and Mitigation 
3.1 Alternatives: project alternatives are considered.  These are outlined, the 

environmental implications of each presented and the reasons for their adoption or 
rejection briefly discussed. 
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3.2 Scope and effectiveness of mitigation measures: all significant adverse impacts are 
considered for mitigation.  Evidence is presented to show that proposed impact 
management measures will be appropriate and effective. 

+')'&� �
��������������
������"�'������!����������
������
������������
!��������
��������#���!����������������	��
������������������!��
�����
�������
���������
��!��
������
����������
����������'�


������
��

+')')� (�����������
��
��������������������!�����������������
��������'��2����!���
�
�������������������������
������������������������������������������"�'�'��
�����
����

�����������������������
�
�	��������������#'�


������
��

+')'+� ��	����������
��������������������������������������������������
��
�����������
�

�	�����������������
�����
��
������
��������������'�


������

+')',� -������������
�
�����%�����������������
������
���
��������������!�'��2�����
�������!�������������������
����������
����������
�����
���
���������
��
�������������������
�����
��������������������
�������
�������	����������������
��
��������������
��'�


������

+')'/� ����������!����!��
���������
���
���������������������������������������
�
�����
�����%������9��
��������������������9��������
�����������������������	�����
��
����'��(����������������������������'��(����
����
��������
��������������������'��
��!��
���������
!������������
����������������������������������
����������
��!��
���
���������������������'�


������
��

Overall grade for category 3.2     A    B    C    D    E    F 
��������	���	
��
���
�������������
��
��������������������
��������������
�	��
�������	��������������������������������������
���	�	����

���������

�

3.3 Commitment to mitigation: the project proponent clearly expresses a commitment 
to, and capability of, carrying out the mitigation measures. 
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Review Area 4 
Communication 
4.1 Public involvement: there were genuine and adequate consultations with concerned 

project stakeholders to inform them of the project and its implications and to obtain 
their views on key issues to be investigated and managed.  The scope and results of 
the public involvement program are adequately documented in the report. 
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4.2 Layout: the layout of the report enables the reader to find and assimilate information 
easily and quickly.  External data sources are acknowledged. 
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4.3 Presentation: care is taken in the presentation of information to make sure that it is 
accessible to the non-specialist. 
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4.4 Emphasis: information is presented without bias and receives the emphasis 

appropriate to its importance in the context of the project. 
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4.5 Non-technical summary: there is an adequate non-technical summary outlining the 
main conclusions and how they were reached. 
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