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Abstract:


The purpose of the research is to understand whether the COVID- 19 pandemic has changed the way that organised crime is carried out, who and what is targeted and how the police and other law enforcement agencies are able to tackle these changes. This topic has been selected due to its current relevance as the pandemic is still ongoing in several parts of the world. The main subtopics of this dissertation will be how criminals are producing, transporting and marketing counterfeit and often dangerous cures, personal protective equipment and COVID related documents as well as looking at whether the pandemic has led to a rise in dog thefts, why this may be and what dog owners and breeders are doing to protect their animals. This research will contain secondary research including theft perception statistics, police and government reports and publications as well as newspaper articles reporting lockdown related organised crime. It will also contain interviews from licensed dog breeders to understand how the pandemic has affected business, a comparison to before the pandemic and what steps are being taken to secure their dogs. Concise aims and objectives will be set out as further guidance for this dissertation and to ensure all research is relevant to the study.
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Chapter 1: Introduction
The purpose of this research is to develop a greater understanding of the impact the Coronavirus Pandemic has had on organised crime groups, how organised crime groups are branching out into different criminal activities, while taking advantage of feelings of panic and worry felt by the general public as well as using illegal and unethical means in order to meet the growing demands by the public, which include COVID documentation, COVID “cures” and well as animal companions. This research will also understand how the police, authorities and businesses are working and cooperating to disrupt and dismantle the existing criminal networks that have been running during COVID. This research will additionally look at other countries, such as France and the Unites States to understand whether the same crime trends seen in the UK are also occurring abroad.
In order to carry out this research effectively, this dissertation will be used to meet two aims and objectives, which include;

Aim 1: To understand how organised crime has changed during the COVID- 19 pandemic.
· Objective 1: Research existing secondary sources and develop a better understanding of how criminal gangs have taken advantage of and adapted to the current situation in order to target victims.
· Objective 2: Understand how organised crime groups have understood the demands caused by the pandemic and how they manufacture, transport and market items including counterfeit PPE, bogus cures and forged COVID documentation.
· Objective 3: Understand whether certain crime trends are exclusive to certain countries or if the same opportunities and markets can be seen in several different countries following similar methods to each other.
Aim 2: To understand how businesses have been affected and have reacted to the changes in criminal activity and how organisations such as the police and Interpol are tackling these changes:
· Objective 1: Carry out interviews with legitimate dog breeders to understand how the growing demand for dogs during lockdown has driven up prices for dogs and encouraged dog thefts.
· Objective 2: Carry out secondary research to learn how the police and government in the UK as well as Interpol are tackling developing crime trends due to COVID, including the development of new laws and task forces.
· Objective 3: To study police and government reports and statements to find out whether certain crimes are rapidly rising or whether the fear of crime could be a driving factor as to why members of the public are taking increased precautions e.g., whether there is a rapidly growing risk of dogs being stolen or whether increased precautions taken by dog owners is largely being fuelled by public perception. 

In order to understand how the pandemic has affected organised crime, it is important to understand what organised crime is. Winchester (2020) describes organised crime as criminal activity which is planned, coordinated and carried out by those working individually, in a group or in transnational networks. Its typical aims focus on generating income and profit as well as power and influence. Organised criminal groups will normally use violence, corruption and intimidation to safeguard criminal enterprises. In the case of the Coronavirus pandemic, it could be suggested that growing demand for “cures”, documentation as well as animal companions, has been understood by criminal organisations and seen as profitable and relatively low risk enterprises, especially as police forces in many different countries must now not only police criminal activity but also the activities of the general public, especially when government lockdowns are enforced. Evidence to support this suggestion can be provided by Eustice and Petal et al. (2021) who report that a government pet task force has been established with the aim of investigating and rise in pet thefts following lockdowns being enforced by the government. This rise is most possibly the result of the significant increase in puppy and kitten prices over the past year and is further supported with a quote from charity, Dogs Trust who assert that the price for 5 of the countries most desired breeds has escalated notably throughout the initial lockdown with the price of certain breeds rising as significantly as 89%. Eustice and Patel (2021) also add that Google searches for ‘buy a puppy’ also grew by 166% between March and August, at the beginning of the second lockdown. It is also important to understand that currently, the theft of a pet can only be punished under the 1968 Theft Act, with convictions resulting in a maximum of a 7-year custodial sentence, according to Carver and Sutherland (2020). Despite animal companions only being considered as property in the eyes of the law, it does not focus on the potential distress experienced by the victims of this sort of crime, especially when assistance animals are concerned. These points as well as the perceived increase in dog thefts could be a driving force in the making of pet theft a specific crime, as backed by Eustice and Buckland et al. (2021) who state that a new criminal offence covering pet theft is due to be launched following government schemes to stifle cases of pet abduction after a rise in pets being stolen was reported throughout the pandemic. This new crime is part of the many recommendations put forth by the Government’s Pet Task Force, which was initiated in May 2020. There has additionally been an increase in bogus COVID cures in the UK, supporting the notion that organised crime groups are trying to profit from the fear and gullibility of members of the public. Grundy (2020) describes how a lanyard, market as a viral deterrent, but in fact coated in chlorine dioxide, has been banned around Asia following false claims that they protect against viral infection. The product is worn around the neck, and nowhere near the nose or mouth, and could also cause serious respiratory and eye irritation, as well as burns if bought closer to the face and sometimes liver and kidney problems due to the toxic nature of the chemicals the product has been coated in. The product is banned from both Facebook and eBay.
In order to effectively carry out this research, several different research methods will be applied. The research methodology chapter of this research will include the several methods of research that will be used, as well as the type of research collected, whilst abiding with agreed ethical guidelines. It is described by Tugwell and Kottnerus (2018) that both policies and decisions, which regulate the research agender may prioritise certain topics more than others and have a consequential normative impact as a result. In addition to this, when executing the research, ethical aspects are typically crucial in specifying the question, creating the study, interpreting the results and designing the methods and data methodology. In addition to conflicts of interest, organisational and financial agreements could also create ethical ramifications. The research will rely mainly on qualitative research in order to meet the established aims however, quantitative research will also be covered, especially when looking at how certain crime trends have developed during the pandemic. Devault (2020) explains that quantitative research is the process of collecting observational data to meet research aims using statistical or mathematical methods. It is typically viewed as a more accurate and valuable information compared to qualitative research, which looks at collecting non- numerical data, including opinions or descriptions. Some of the benefits of using quantitative research include when this data is gathered, the type of results will show which statistical tests are suitable to use and thus, interpreting data and presenting the findings is straightforward and less susceptible to error and subjectivity. Quantitative research also demands careful experimental design and the potential for anybody to replicate the test and results, which in turn allows the data to be more reliable and less susceptible to argument. On the other hand, Gaille (2018) describes qualitative data is collected through open ended questions and gathering information by allowing people to provide honest opinions and viewpoints to answer questions rather than only allowing specific answers. By using qualitative research, the human experience is incorporated into the research. While statistics can be important during research, the human experience can allow two different people to see the same thing but have differing points of view. Qualitative research makes it possible to incorporate the complexity of this data into research conclusions, which is sourced from collected research. Each perspective is important which results in conclusions that have increased accuracy, so that everybody benefits from the research presented. Gaille (2018) also explains that there is no rigid structure to qualitative research and aims to find authentic and emotional responses to the questions asked. It is also possible for the researcher to ask follow up questions on the interviewees answers which will create more depth and complexity as a result. Qualitative research allows the researcher to collect information from all answers provided, where this may be impossible for research methods that do not allow deviation. The research will also include primary and secondary research in order to develop a more detailed understanding of the research in hand. It is explained by Driscoll (2011) that primary research is useful for carrying out research where there may be very little existing academic writing. This is certainly the case in this piece of research where the information provided is not older than a year and where the situation being research is still ongoing. Primary research can also be deemed useful for understanding more personal perceptions of the topic being discussed.

It could be argued that one of the biggest challenges that will be faced is that the COVID- 19 pandemic is still ongoing and as a result, peer reviewed research is still being carried out. It is for this reason that qualitative data will be more heavily relied upon by focusing on first-hand accounts of the topics discussed in the research. 

Chapter 2: Research methodology

This section of the research will look at the different types of research methods that will be used in order to meet the set aims and objectives. The overall dissertation question is to understand how organised crime has changed during the COVID- 19 Pandemic. In order to do this, the question was divided in 2 separate aims, with 3 objectives each, and to develop a better understanding, the research needed to include both primary and secondary research. This section will focus on explaining and justifying why certain research methods have been used, advantages and disadvantages of using each one as well as any problems faced that could affect the research.

2.1: Using both qualitative and quantitative information
The overall research strategy is to compare the quantitative, numerical data found in the secondary research to the primary, qualitative data gathered from the interviews to develop a wider understanding of how much dog thefts have increased, percentages of where this crime is most prevalent in the country compared to the qualitative, primary research gathering from the interviews, which will include information such as the impact caused to because as a result of dog thefts, why it is believed that dog thefts are on the rise and what they believe that police and government should be doing to prevent this. The benefits of using both types of data are explained by Oxbridge (2021) who argues that the aim of using both quantitative and qualitative information is to gain a larger understanding of a topic than would be possible by using just one type of approach. A mixed method approach typically involves carrying out qualitative research to begin with, then being supplemented by quantitative research. The benefits of using a mixed approach method when looking at dog theft is that it allows for the full picture of the issue to be presented. It allows for government and police numerical data to show that dog thefts may or may not be increasing, whereas the use of quantitative data applied to primary research interviews allows the researcher to see the effects of dog thefts during the pandemic on a grass roots level, as well as further looking at the emotional impact of this type of theft as well as some of the reasons behind it, rather than simply providing evidence to say that dog thefts are increasing and not explaining why. It is for this reason that studying both qualitative and quantitative data is necessary for the full picture of dog crime during the pandemic. The type of research for this dissertation includes both qualitative and quantitative data. Apuke (2017) quotes Aliaga and Gunderson (2002) who describe that quantitative data collection refers to the gathering of numerical data and analysing using mathematical methods, particularly statistics. It could also be assumed that the first thing that researchers will look at is explaining an issue. In the case of this piece of research, the question could be ‘By what percentage has dog ownership gone up in the United Kingdom?’ or to a breeder ‘How many dogs have you had stolen since the beginning of the pandemic?’. The use of quantative data has been applied during the secondary research as it allows the researcher to understand whether there has been an increase in this type of crime during the pandemic before looking at examples of the possible reasons for the increase, and how the police are tackling it. Austin and Sutton (2015) argue that although quantitative research may be used to determine whether a demand for dogs has increased during the pandemic, qualitative research can help researchers understand how or why certain behaviour occurs. Austin and Sutton (2015) also add that the use of qualitative research focuses on the how humans experience certain events and provides the researcher with the chance to feel empathy for the interview participant and understand the subjective experience of the participant. The choice to rely on qualitative research in the primary questionnaires was to the understand that while the use of quantitative data is used to measure by how much dog thefts have increased, it did not provide the insight to the emotional impact this type of crime causes the victims and does not clarify the different methods used by thieves to stela as well as how dog owners are keeping their pets safe.




2.2: Why have interviews been chosen?
The chosen method to collect primary research was to carry out an interview. Fox (2019) explains that an interview is a crucial data collecting technique involving verbal communication between a researcher and a participant. Interviews are normally used in survey designs as well as in descriptive studies. Fox (2009) also adds that there are several approaches to carrying out interviews, from completely unstructured, allowing the participants to talk more freely, to highly structrered in which the interviewee responses are limited to answering direct questions. The benefit of using interviews is also supported by Young and Rose et al. (2018) who state that interviews rely on an interactive method where mutual learning happens between all involved in the interview. Interviewing can also allow the researcher to concentrate on the participants viewpoint of what is relevant, which as a result, highlights any additional issues that may not have been considered by the interviewer. Points not considered initially by the interviewer and brought up by the participant may also allow for additional questions to be included, which may not be possible when using a questionnaire. This could help strengthen the research. Young and Rose et al. (2018) additionally explain that ethical clearance should be undertaken before commencing with the interview, by properly checking that all participants are made aware about the aims and objectives of the research as well as purpose of the interview itself. It is also important that when carrying out an interview that total anonymity is guaranteed throughout, as well as providing the participant with the option to skip sensitive question or even end the interview at any point if the participant wishes. Additional benefits of choosing interviews as a means of collecting primary data is explained by Bakar (2016) who states that any misunderstanding of speech can be easily rectified during the interview. Any confusion regarding pronunciation or terminology can be addressed immediately so that the participant can understand the question and the interviewer understands the answer given. Interviews can also create relationships between the interviewer and interviewee and allow the participant for feel more relaxed, by creating a mutual understanding and a feeling of cooperation between the interviewer and interviewee, resulting in the participant being more candid and honest with you, providing the researcher with a more reliable understanding of the topic. When researching about personal dog thefts, it is crucial that the participant is made to feel and comfortable and secure as possible, since this may be a very sensitive topic. One way of ensuring that all participants feel comfortable and safe throughout the research is by ensuring anonymity to all involved. Collins (2020) states that for a lot of people the answer of how securely their identity is protected during the research will make a difference to how honest the answers given will be and how forthcoming the participants will be. This creates responsibility on the part of the researcher to carry out specific procedures and methods during data collection in order to promise the anonymity of the participants. Collins (2020) adds that by being honest about the reasons that the research is being carried out for as well as how the information provided by the interviewee will be used, the interviewer can acquire the voluntary consent provided by the participant and assume that the responses provided will be honest and unbiased. During the primary research interview, the participant will be fully informed about the purpose of the study, the nature of the study and how the information will be used during the research. The participant will then be read a caution that some of the questions that will appear during the questionnaire will be of a sensitive nature, and that they are under no obligation to answer certain questions and that they have the right to conclude the interview at any point should they so choose. All participants of the interviews will be provided the same information and guarantee of anonymity, rather than only providing it if the participant specifically requires it (Please see appendices for copies of the interviews, pg.). The protection of participant data is also protected by the Data Protection act that, as explained by the Home Office (2018) controls the way personal information is used by businesses, organisations and the government. When using personal data, it is required that it is used fairly, and transparently, and is used in a way that is relevent and limited to what is only necessary. Interview participants must also be made aware as to how their data is being used or object to how their data is processed in certain circumstances. The caution preceding the interview carried out informs the participant of this information.


2.3: Other research methods:
A different method of research that could have been used are online surveys. Wright (2017) explains that the technology for online survey research is still in its infancy and until recently, creating and carrying out an online survey was a time-consuming task that demanded the researcher with authoring programmes, HTML codes and scripting programmes. Currently survey authoring software packages as well as online survey service make carrying out online survey research a lot more straight forward. Wright (2017) provides some advantages of using online surveys including access to participants in distant locations as well as the convenience of having automated data collection, which decreases researcher effort and time. Though despite these benefits, Pattern (2017) argues that Questionnaires may provide a snapshot of the issue that is being discussed. This disadvantage comes from the fact that questionnaires usually work most effectively when they include items to which the responses can be scored objectively, such as short answer items that need very limited responses, such as “what is your age?” In response to questions like the type found in questionnaires, the researcher typically moves through them quickly, providing the interviewee with a chance to give the first answer that comes to mind without providing them time to think. As a result, questionnaires provide only a brief summary of the area in question and from will not allow for relevent deviation that could exist when an interview is carried out.

2.4: Possible limitations
The biggest limitation with carrying out the practical reasons was the existing climate of the covid 19 pandemic. It could be argued that meeting the participants, especially during the time of the first lockdown in January during January 2021 to March 2021 would not have been possibly to do. Barker and Kirk- Wade (2021) explain that from the 6th of January to the 8 of march, people were told to stay at home and leaving home for outdoor recreation was banned. Following falling infection rates in wales, the Government permitted household mixing, thus allowing interviews to commence. Despite this, many people were still wary about continued risks of infection. To remedy this fear, it was agreed that for those with concerned surrounding safety, that the entire interview could commence outside. Shukman (2021) explains that researchers have found that infections may occur outside, although the chances of infection are severely reduced as fresh air disperses and dilutes the virus as well as helping evaporate liquid droplets that may be carrying the virus. Shukman (2021) also quotes Professor Chris Whitty, the Chief Medical Officer, who states that the evidence is clear that outdoor spaces are safer than inside. Another potential problem when carrying out this interview is to ensure than a suitable distance is kept between the researcher and the participant, to minimise the chances of COVID transmission and ensure everyone feels as safe and comfortable as possible. Zhao and Xuan et al. (2021) state that social distancing refers to maintaining at least 6 feet away from other people who are not part of your household, especially those with an unknown infection status. This is one of the key measures to prevent the spread of COVID- 19. Ensuring that all interviews are conducted outside as well as maintaining at least 6 feet between the interviewer and interviewee is one of the most important things to ensure when arranging interviews. By making the participant feel as safe as possible, a feeling of comfort and ease is created, thus encouraging the participant to be more open with you, provide more honest and detailed answers as well as possibly encouraging them to point of other points of view that the interviewer may not have considered.

Chapter 3: Literature review
3.1: What is organised crime?

The purpose of this It could be argued that crime has developed significantly during the COVID 19 pandemic. Organised crime is defined by the Home Office (2013) as violence or threat of violence and using bribery and corruption. Organised criminals typically use the help of corrupt or negligent officials, including lawyers, politicians and bankers. Sometimes, organised criminals use sophisticated technology to commit offences, maintain security and evade justice. Aguas, White et al. (2021) explains that the COVID- 19 Pandemic has had an unparalleled impact of several levels of society. As well as completely overwhelming the health services of many countries, it has also changed how scientific evidence is shared as well as maximising the pace that evidence is published and read by scientists, policymakers and the general public, who had to execute majorly disruptive containment measures, backed by a minimal amount of empirical scientific data. 
The National Crime Agency (2021) reports that organised crime groups could attempt to exploit the current pandemic and target the UK. Although the unprecedented situation with the pandemic, the NCA continues to protect the public and leads the UK in combating serious and organised crime during COVID. The NCA (2021) National Cyber Crime Unit advises people to be extra vigilant when researching online information regarding the pandemic and make sure they are following online safety advice which can be obtained on the National Cyber Security Centre Website. Cyber- crime investigators have witnessed cases of COVID themed malicious apps and websites, in addition to email phishing attacks directed at stealing personal and financial information. Global Initiative (2020) states that the Pandemic has created challenges for some organised criminals, while at the same time, providing opportunities for others. It could also be stated that the restructuring of a country’s resources, especially regarding law enforcement, will considerably affects a state will respond as well as how organised crime evolves. Authoritarian law enforcement reactions seen in many different countries could reduce the public’s trust in such organisations, which would be destructive in the fight against organised criminals. 

3.2: How organised criminals have adapted and understood the demands met by the pandemic by selling counterfeit PPE, bogus cures and forged COVID documentation.
This section of the literature review will be used to meet the main aim of understanding how organised crime has changed during the pandemic which will be achieved by developing improved understanding how organised criminals have met the demands of the pandemic. Nouwens and Gould- Davies et al. (2021) argue that following initial disruptions in operations, organised criminals in the Western Balkans are benefitting from the existing COVID- 19 pandemic by exploiting the region’s structural vulnerabilities. Nouwens and Gould- Davies (2021) also add that organised criminals in the Balkans have far- reaching interests and as a result, have increasing resistance and ability to adapt to the development of the pandemic as well as connected government measures on a worldwide scale. It is thus on this scale that organised crime needs to be tackled. Despite the challenges that have occurred due to the pandemic, it also provides an opportunity for strategic changes and prioritisation of policies and operations used to fight organised crime. Existing cooperation the EU and the Western Balkans during the recovery stage of the pandemic will be crucial for success in law enforcement. Ditcham (2020) provides examples of the different organised crime activities writing that in Hong Kong, a Triad gang hijacked a delivery of toilet paper as panic spread throughout the region as COVID 19 infections increased.  Ditcham (2020) continues by explains that in the UK, a man appeared in court charged with creating bogus ‘medical kits’ claiming to treat Coronavirus. These kits allegedly contained dangerous chemical which recipients were instructed to rinse their mouths with. An arrest was carried out by the City of London Police following their contact with American counterparts. This statement is supported by the City of London Police (2020) who state that in March 2020, Frank Ludlow from West Sussex was arrested by the City of London Police’s Intellectual Property Crime Unit and charged in with fraud by false representation, possession of articles for the use in fraud as well as unlawfully manufacturing a medicinal product. City of London Police (2020) quotes DCS Clinton Blackburn, who argues that “fraudsters are constantly looking for ways in which they can exploit people, including using global emergencies, and times of uncertainty for many, to defraud people out of their money”. 
The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (2020) explains that the quantities of substandard and fake medical equipment and PPE seized globally show that organised crime groups are taking advantage of developing opportunities. Groups involved in the trafficking of drugs have displayed their adaptability by taking advantage of the pandemic to get their products on to the market and it and is possible that they will continue to do so regarding substandard and fake medical products in the coronavirus crisis. The UNODC (2020) also state how organised crime groups are using the distribution of medical equipment to carry out large scale fraud and report how in April 2020, the Slovenia Government ordered 3 million medical masks to a company in Bosnia and Herzegovina, costing a €300,000 advance. The order was not delivered, with fraud and money laundering being suspected. The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (2020) continue to argue that as treatments and vaccinations are developed, counterfeits of these items could result directly to more illness and death due to unsafe. Lam and Suen et al. (2020) support the notion that there is a market for fake masks and PPE during the pandemic and argues that current evidence supports the fact that face masks contribute to the prevention of COVID, and influenza transmission and a growing number of healthcare authorities recommend the use of masks as a result. Despite this, counterfeit PPE may only be the tip of the iceberg and that the general public. Lam and Suen (2020) continue to explain that using fake masks and PPE can threaten the health of COVID patients, suspected cases, close contacts as well as the vulnerable population including those with health conditions and the elderly. Counterfeit face masks and protective equipment could disrupt infection prevention and control of Coronavirus outbreaks in both clinical and community settings. Failure to supress rapid disease transmission could allow the pandemic to mutate into a new hybrid disaster. 
Morava and Scottie (2021) also write how since the pandemic began and ended; US Customs seized over 14.6 million fake face masks entering the US. N95 are believed to be gold standard equipment, however counterfeits could jeopardise the safety of Americans and failure to meet US safety standards could result in the mask not filtering out airborne particles effectively. KN95 masks, which meet Chinese standards but are not US standards are often mistaken for N95 masks. Morava and Scottie (2021) add that organised crime groups are also trying to sell fake pharmaceuticals as well as masks to American consumers and that the pandemic has been a profitable time for other types of crime to occur, with the most recent regarding vaccinations. Sands (2020) also explains how Federal authorities are attempting to prevent an influx of counterfeit and possibly dangerous products sold to Americans to try and prevent COVID. Sands (2020) quotes a Customs and Border Protection Official at JFK Airport who illustrates that “When you combine a stressed supply chain with a stimulus package, and weave in there the anxiety and the emotions of a public that is certainly scared and nervous about everything going on, it makes for a perfect storm for criminal organizations to take advantage and defraud people”. Sands (2020) continues to describe how viral ‘shut out’ lanyard first appeared in February and had been designed to be worn around the neck. According to a CBP official, these had been coated in chlorine dioxide and are being marketed as a definite prevention, while taking advantage of the public’s fears about the ongoing pandemic. Sands (2021) concluded by writing how a resident of Georgia was charged with important and selling unregistered pesticides illegally through eBay and claimed that it would help in protecting customers from viruses, according to the US Department of justice. The defendants’ products were labelled as “Virus Shut Out and “Stop the Virus” and claimed to prevent viral infection. The existing market for “Virus Shut Out” lanyard is further reported by Diaz (2020) who reports that the United States Environmental Protection Agency disclosed that it had intercepted several imports of illegal medical products from entering US pacific ports. The item in question, “Virus Shut Out” is not registered with the EPA and as a result, its efficiency against Coronavirus and its safety has yet to be evaluated. As well as this, its labelling and use directions is not given in English, which is required to do so by law and its online advertising materials include misleading claims regarding safety and effectiveness. 
Shuster (2021) explains that some of the most recent scams that Interpol tracks across its member countries are aiming to profit from the global rollout of vaccinations against Coronavirus, either by stealing genuine vaccines and selling them on, or by selling fake vaccines that are highly likely to be a danger to the public. While it is not expected fake vaccines to corrupt national immunisation programmes against the virus, which provide almost all the vaccines available globally, Interpol have witnessed fake vaccines for sale online and through transnational smuggling networks. Hislop (2020) writes that in Scotland, evidence was seen of organised crime groups seeking to defraud schemes to support businesses and employees, endangering livelihoods and business sustainability. Organised criminals also used online scams selling counterfeit goods, ranging from PPE and testing kits to fake sanitiser and ‘miracle cures’ which in turn jeopardises personal safety and possibly life. Other criminals have also had fake coronavirus kits made in order to have people go door to door to carry out thefts and using the sale of ‘’testing kits” as a distraction. In addition, to counterfeit PPE and “miracle cures”, following the roll out of the COVID vaccine, organised criminals have now branched into the production of fake COVID passports and false negative tests. Taylor (2021) writes that following warning that counterfeit COVID- 19 vaccinations are a real danger, Europol predict a trade in fake testing certificates will be the next fraud emergency. The UK government currently demands that international travellers arriving at the border must provide a COVID negative test within 72 hours of arriving in the country by plane, boat or train. Criminals are now able to use high quality prints and software in order to produce high quality, forged documents. Taylor (2021) adds that in the UK, a gang were found marketing fake documents at £100 each, with similar crimes occurring in Spain also being found out, although forged documents were being sold for only €40. Emirates airline is currently working with GE Digital and traceability company TE-FOOD to create an app, which will incorporate verification of test results using a blockchain system in order to provide a time- stamped record of COVID tests and results that should be unable to be altered without being discovered. Europol (2021) provides more evidence of the growing market for forged COVID certificates and informs that if travel restrictions exist because of the existing pandemic, it is highly possible that organised criminals will take advantage of the current climate by producing and selling fraudulent COVID- 19 certificates. Examples of this growing market include a forgery ring marketing negative test results to passengers which was found at the Charles de Gaulle Airport in Paris as well as fraudsters in the UK and Spain selling forged COVID documents.
It could be argued that the demand for forged documents by organised criminals is being fuelled by members of the Public, reluctant to receive the vaccine. Alford (2021) reports that a survey led by Imperial College London found that half or more of unvaccinated people aged 40 and above revealed that they would be less likely to get vaccinated if a certificate was required for international travel, going to work or recreational activities. The survey also showed that across all age groups, 20% or fewer said government requirements would make them more likely to get vaccinated and that unvaccinated participants (aged 18- 29) appeared more indifferent, with over 50% saying that vaccination passports for going abroad would not change their possibility of getting the vaccine. Despite this, Alford (2021) also explain that the survey revealed that trust in the vaccination is high across each age group with under 10% having no trust in the vaccine at all. The oldest age group appeared to be the most trusting, with 4% of those stating that they did not trust the vaccine at all. The oldest age group have consistently had the greatest confidence in the vaccine during the entire study.  The National Crime Agency (2020) states that reports from the public include online shopping scams where customers have bought face masks, sanitiser and other PPE which has either failed to arrive as well as numerous cases where COVID testing kits have been put on sale which have turned out to be counterfeit. The NCA (2020) quotes Commander Karen Baxter of the City of London Police, National Co-ordinator of Economic crime who says “Criminals will use any opportunity they can to take money from innocent people. This includes exploiting tragedies and global emergencies. “It is important that we continue to raise awareness of fraud and protect ourselves, and the vulnerable people in our communities, the best we can”. 

3.3: Why are organised criminals targeting dogs?
Another aspect of organised crime that has seen an increase during the COVID- 19 pandemic are dog thefts. Woodfield (2020) reports that due to many people working from home, more time has been spent between dogs and their owners. Despite this, experts believe that the demand for dogs during the pandemic has resulted in a stark increase in pets being stolen. One expert, Wayne May from the organisation Lost Dog, claims that since working in this sector for 30 years, this has been the worst year he has known. Woodfield (2020) adds that because of lockdown, more people are spending time at home and are looking for a companion to take up their time, criminals are studying these trends and capitalising as a result. Pratt (2021) supports this claim by arguing that official figures indicate that 2,000 dogs were stolen in England and Wales during, with criminals looking at profits from surging prices caused by demand for pets during the initial months of the pandemic. Sales and adoptions of cats and dogs have risen over the past year, and prices have increased as a result, which in turn leads to criminals following the money caused by the demand, resulting in an increase of dog thefts. Pratt (2021) also explains that according to charity Dogs Trust, the price for five of the countries most desired breeds rose considerably during the initial lockdown as much as 89%, as well as Google searches for ‘buy a puppy’ increasing by 166% in the months between March and August after the beginning of lockdown the previous year. 
Marshall (2021) states that there is increasing evidence to suppose that dog thefts have risen by up to 160% during the pandemic and that a survey carried out by the British Association for Shooting and Conservation of 3,400 dog owners showed that over 75% of participants have already put additional measures in place to prevent their dogs from being stolen over the previous year. The Survey also showed that 60% are varying the location and times in which they walk their dog, 49% have limited their social media posting regarding their dog, 41% have added Security lighting, 36% have purchased security cameras and 5% know where body cameras and carry alarms. Marshall (2020) also explains how 95% of survey participants perceived themselves as being extremely aware of the heightened risk of dog thefts since the beginning of lockdown, almost 80% said that they knew of at least one incident of dog thefts locally over the past year and 81% believed that the police do not have enough or the correct resources to tackle this issue effectively. Marshall (2020) concludes by adding that out of all the survey participants, 111 stated that they had been victims of dog thefts, with only 45 having their dog returned and there only being one conviction, although some cases are still on going. In order to tackle the apparent increase of dog thefts in the UK, the Government has developed a task force in order to tackle this new crime trend. The National Police Chiefs’ Council (2021) states that in Greater Manchester, police arrested three people following a member of the public reporting witnessing someone take seven English Bulldogs into a property. This resulted two 21-year-old men and a 20-year-old woman arrested on suspicion of burglary as well as Police in Dyfed- Powys returning 30 dogs to their legal owner following officers finding 80 dogs at a property in Carmarthenshire leading to one person being arrested on suspicion of burglary and another on suspicion of handling stolen goods. Deputy Chief Constable Amanda Blakeman of the National Police Chiefs’ Council lead for Acquisitive crime states that dog theft can be a disastrous crime for families and causes serious distress to owners, and despite being a very rare offence, it is something that has been seen to be increasing lately. One example of dog thefts in the UK is explained by Dunne (2021) who reports how a Staffordshire Bull terrier belonging to Robert Powell, was stolen from his son’s home in north London. The Dog had cost the family £4,000, was eight months old and was bought during lockdown. The thieves broke into the back of the property during the day while the son was present. Only the dog was taken despite the house containing both cash and electrical equipment. Dunne (2021) mentions that it was clear that the criminals knew what to target and believed that the dog could be sold for a lot more money than the other valuables in the property. Dunne (2021) quotes Mr Powell who says that the dog was bought during lockdown and lockdown dogs are being stolen regularly, with the benefits being worth it for those who steal them. Dunne (2021) also quotes Police and Crime Commissioner for Gloucestershire, Martin Surl, who argues for sales histories for dogs becoming legal requirements as it is for cars to combat increasing dog thefts and maintains that when you purchase a car, you know who you have bought it from and when you wish to sell it, documents must be provided. Nothing like this is done regarding dog sales and purchases.  The Home Office (2021) estimates that approximately 2,000 cases of dog thefts were reported to the police in England and Wales in 2020. In the context of approximately 9.6 million dogs in the UK, the likelihood of becoming a victim is low, and that a relatively small increase of dog thefts can relate to the rise in demand. The Home Office (2020) does however explain that as demand for dogs has increased, their price has risen accordingly, and evidence exists that as the value of stolen dogs rose, in certain areas this has attracted organised criminals, who have adapted their methods in response and taken advantage of the demand. The Home Office (2020) also puts forth that despite these figures appearing minimal, the emotional impact of being a victim of dog theft is undeniable and pets often play a crucial rose in the lives of owners, especially assistance dogs. The evidence presented to the taskforce has displayed the significant impact of this crime on the victims, in addition to causing trauma to the owners, many incidents of pet theft also affect the welfare of the animal. The belief that while the pandemic has affected the increase in dog thefts, it has not done to a significant level is supported by Northamptonshire Police (2021) who report that the police understand that there is growing concern currently among dog owners, the force is eager to reassure the public that dog thefts are not common in Northamptonshire and to emphasise that all reports and information provided around the subject is taken seriously. Northamptonshire Police (2021) quotes PC Abbey Anstead of the Rural Crime team who states that the police understand that there is a lot of concern across the UK regarding dog thefts and while several dogs have been stolen, the police do not believe that there has been a marked spike in offences over the previous year. Despite both the police and the government task force claiming that while dog thefts have increased during lockdown, it has not been to a significant level, BBC news (2021) reports how pet theft is to be made into a criminal offence in England, following a rise in reported thefts during lockdown. The theft of a pet is currently considered to be a loss of an owner’s property, but ministers demand a new law in order to acknowledge the emotional distressed caused. The proposed new law is part of several recommendations in a report by the pet theft taskforce, created to combat an increase of incidents throughout lockdown. Despite offences under the theft Act 1968 resulting in a maximum sentence of seven years, ministers argue that there is little evidence of that being used due to the severity of the sentence being partly regulated by the monetary value of what was taken and is currently unknown that the maximum sentence for a new offence of pet theft could be. Evidence of an increase of dog thefts can not only be seen in the UK but in France and the United States also. French newspaper, Connexion (2021) explain that dog thefts by criminals who resell the animals for thousands of euros because of increased demand and rising in France. A spokesman for animal protection association, La Brigade de protection animale, consisting largely of volunteer police and Gendarmerie argue that while there are no definite figures to prove this, it is a “catastrophe” currently. Connexion (2021) add that thieves will cut dog leads in the street, enter gardens to steal as well as certain contracts existing for certain dogs, committed by certain specialists, with once police source describing these thefts as easy money for criminals. A chihuahua can cost roughly between €1,500 to €3,000, with other dogs reaching as much as €15,000, breed depending. Pet theft can currently be punished by up to 3 years in prison and a fine of up to €45,000. 
Chan (2021) also explains how a greater number of small and easy to steal dogs and puppies are being taken and resold by criminals hoping to prey on the rising demand for dogs. Chan (2021) quotes Private investigator, Karin TarQwyn in Nebraska who focuses on missing animals. Enquiries to her agency by those needing help finding French Bulldogs, an expensive and demanded breed, have risen by 60% to 70% in the previous 18 months. An example of this demand is provided by Chan (2021) who write how Sarah Vorhaus was walking her dogs on January 5th, when one of three men held a pistol, punched her several times and stole her French bulldog. Vorhaus believes that the gang were targeting her 6-month-old French bulldog as her 8-year-old Shiba Inu was left untouched. Chan (2021) concludes by explaining that in Connecticut, the penalty for stealing or killing a dog would not exceed a $1,000 fine or 6 months in prison and is even more lenient in Michigan were the theft of dogs can result in a fine as low as $50 and no more than a year in prison in caught and convicted. The risk for criminals to steal a dog of someone’s property is so low that it is highly profitable, and a victim will have greater luck if their stereo was stolen from their car than if their dog was stolen from their property. The way that increased dog theft is perceived following lockdowns has had as much on an effect as how many have actually occurred in the UK. Suffolk Police and Crime Commissioner (2021) writes how the PCC, Tim Passmore has asked residents of Suffolk, especially dog owners to take part in the Association of Police and Crime Commissioners survey, developed to understand public perception of dog thefts, enforcement as well as prosecution of criminals. The aim of this survey will allow police forces to understand the public’s perception on this crime and how their responses to these concerns may be improved. Tim Passmore (2021) explains how as a dog owner, it is distressing to learn that this type of crime is rising and would encourage everyone to take part in the survey and demonstrate experiences of this increasing issue. It is crucial that everything is done to protect animals and the police’s website provides helpful advice on how to protect pets from being stolen and owners from becoming victims.



3.4: How the police, Interpol and other agencies are tackling developing crime trends.
As organised crime trends have developed throughout the pandemic, police and other agencies have also had to adapt their methods to tackle them. The Home Office (2021) reports to assist the police meeting the expectations of the public, the Home Office is providing the police the numbers that they require. By March 2023, the Home Office will have supplement the police by recruiting an additional 20,000 officers, will of forces having met or exceeded the allocations set for them in 2021-2021, with almost 9,000 additional officers already recruited. The Home Office (2021) also adds at £700 million to fund the uplift. In 2021-22, the Home Office is also going to additionally invest £415 million to support the following wave of police recruitment. Where dog thefts are concerned, Ziegler (2021) writes that Gloucestershire police are the first to use dog DNA to track stolen or missing pets. Officers are now able to access DNA Protected, a national dog DNA database and forensic service, which provides at- home lab kits for pet owners who want to protect their pets. Owners can buy these kits for £62.49, swap the mouth of their dog and return the sample by post. While the kits are available to purchase online, police say that it will soon carry the kit in their community engagement vehicles. Essex Police (2021) have also developed their own operation in order to combat dog thefts, reunite stolen dogs with owners and make it difficult for thieves to take them. Operation Reunite is Essex Police’s response to intelligence regarding illegal breeding as well as organised dog thefts and is run by the Rural Engagement team. It will aim to initiate cross- border practices with neighbouring constabularies in order to track down thieves, as well as having a specific officer to deal with cases of dog thefts. The scheme will operate in a similar way as other watch schemes and asks dog owners to contact the police or similar agencies to report any suspicious activity seen or concerns that they may have. 
The European Commission (2021) has presented a 5-year plan for improving cooperation across the EU and for improved use of digital tools for investigation. One of the aims of this plan is to support greater effective investigations to obstruct organised crime gangs and focus on high priority crimes. There must be increased cooperation at EU level to destroy organised crime groups and to make sure than effective response to specific forms of crime, The Commission will suggest revising the EU rules against environmental offences and will create an EU toolbox tackling counterfeiting, chiefly of medical products. It will also introduce measures to confront the illegal trade in cultural goods. The European Commission (2021) also aims to ensure that crime does not pay and reports that more than 60% of criminal networks active in the EU take part in corruption and more than 80% use legitimate companies as a front for their illegal activities, with only 1% of criminal assets being confiscated. Combating criminals’ finances is crucial to discover, punish and deter crime. The Commissioner also suggests amending EU legislation on confiscating criminal profits, developing the EU anti-m money laundering regulations, promoting the early launch of financial investigations and assessing current EU anti-corruption rules. Interpol (2021) explains how in 2021, French Police, supported by Interpol’s Project Millennium IRT, carried out a series of coordinated raids in Strasbourg and Nancy, arresting two different criminal gangs, one Georgian and one American, seizing vehicles, handguns, counterfeit cigarettes, alcohol and more that €17,000 in cash. Interpol (2021) concludes by explaining that organised gangs work across international borders, meaning that all effective police action should also be international in scope. Project Millennium, Interpol stands ready to provide expertise and support all member countries in their attempts to destroy the criminal web of Eurasian criminal gangs with real time accessibility to crime files and databases. The Metropolitan Police Service (2021) wrote in their business plan to respond to the risk presented by organised crime within London, the Metropolitan Police undertook a phase of transition and currently has a structure to reactively and proactively responding to this. The four specialist crime hubs; homicide, Trident reactive teams and proactive syndicate, align geographically to three basic command units each. Important to the effective operation of Specialist Crime, is a Central intelligence and tasking function which intends to prioritise proactive operations carried out by specialist crime.



3.5: Summary
To summarise, existing secondary sources have effectively met the aims and objectives set out at the beginning of the paper. It can be seen that effective adaptation has been met by criminal gangs in their producing, distributing and marketing of counterfeit cures and PPE in order to take advantage of by the panic caused by the pandemic to the general public. It could be argued that as large proportion of the world has never lived through a pandemic where such stringent action, including lockdowns have been and vaccination documents have been a necessity, therefore criminals are not only taking advantage of the fears of the public but also the fact that maybe unaware of what can treat or protect them against this new strain of virus. It also meets the aim that the fear of crimes including dog thefts are increasing as much as the actual crimes themselves as well as understanding of why an increase in dog value is resulting in criminals targeting them. These secondary sources also meet the objective of how the police and government are responding to the fear of crime trends by developing specific task forces and developing new legislation to combat this.

Chapter 4: Primary research findings
This part of the research will look at the results from the primary research questionnaire carried out. The purpose of this questionnaire was to understand the effects that a rise in dog thefts during the pandemic, why criminals are targeting dogs and how legitimate breeders and how breeders are protecting their dogs. In order to find this out, 3 dog breeders were interviewed to find out how they are working with the threat of theft during the pandemic. The information received was solely qualitative due to the primary research being based on the opinions and understandings of the interviewees. This information, however, will be compared to existing secondary research which will include both qualitative and quantitative research in order to develop an advanced understanding of why each interviewee has answered each question in a way deemed appropriate. 


4.1 Interview 1
The first interviewee is a breeder of 10 years in Ponterdawe, breeding Dachshunds. Prior to lockdown, each dog cost £2,000 with the price increasing to roughly £4,000. Interviewee 1 also states how the risk of dog thefts has increased notably during the pandemic especially closer to Christmastime, and in order to protect them, locks, CCTV and alarms have been installed. Over the past 10 years, interviewee 1 has had 10 dogs stolen and believes that due to more people working and staying at home, more people have chosen to purchase dogs. Interviewee 1 also feels that the police should impose greater fines and prison sentences for those who do steal dogs and while believes that the selling on of stolen dogs can affect legitimate businesses, it can depend on whether the breeder is registered or not as many people would prefer to purchase pets from reputable and licenced sources. Interviewee 1 concludes the interview by explaining that in order to steal dogs, criminals simply break the locks on the kennels and steal and that the most popular breed of dogs to steal are dachshunds. 

4.2 Interview 2

Interviewee 2 has been breeding Lhasa Apsos since 2010 near Pembroke, before the pandemic, Lhasa Apsos currently sold for approximately £1,300. Interviewee 2 believes that one of the biggest reasons that dog thefts have increased is that more people are working from home, as well as those on the furlough scheme having so much more free time, so having a dog not only provides you and your family companionship but also provides an excuse for exercise, especially during the height of lockdown when reasons to leave the house were limited. In order to ensure that the risk of theft was kept to a minimum, Interviewee 2 made sure that the kennels are securely locked, even before the pandemic, but has also installed intruder alarms and sensory lights as well as making sure that the main gate to the property is securely locked. It is also stated that despite never having any dogs stolen, interviewee 2 is aware that is on the rise and that the main reason for this is that more people are staying at home, require companionship and criminals are taking advantage of this. Interviewee 1 also states that dog theft should be taken more seriously by the police as dogs are part of a family as well as believing that the police should educate dog owners on how to keep their dogs safe during walks and at home as well as encouraging anyone buying a dog to make sure that the dogs have not been stolen by asking to see the parents and all documents. Interviewee 1 also argues that the selling on of stolen dogs does affect legitimate business as stolen dogs are often sold cheaper as well as criminals not providing documents or showing the parents so that the sales process is done quicker but argues Interviewee 1’s response that the most popular breed of dog targeted by criminals are French Bulldogs and that thefts are carried out in the same way as burglaries, by simply breaking into kennels and taking them. Interviewee 2 also states that dog snatchers will approach dog walkers in the park and physically take the dog from them through force or threats.

4.3: Interview 3
The final interview, interviewee 3, starting breeding dogs in 2008 in Swansea however, moved the business to west wales in 2018, breeding dachshund. The average price for a dachshund before the pandemic was £2,500 increasing to £4000 after the pandemic. Interviewee 3 believes very much that the risk has very much increased, due to the fact that prices for dogs have gone up as well as many people needing money feeling that stealing a dog is easier than stealing from a shop or burgling a house and is perceived to less of an offence in the eyes of the law. In order to protect their dogs, interviewee 3 has installed 25 cameras, alarms as well as having 2 guard dogs, although has no first-hand experience of dogs being stolen. Interviewee 3 believes that the demand for dogs has increased as more people are working from home and not in offices and may thus not have the time to bring up and train a young dog, as well as dogs benefitting a person’s mental health during lockdown. Interviewee 3 also argues that harsher penalties must also be put in place before someone gets killed, such as a breeder getting killed by a thief in the process of committing a crime. Interviewee 3 does not however believe that the selling on of stolen dogs does not affect legitimate business if people looking to buy a new dog do so from reputable breeders and ask to see both mother and father as well as all documents. It is not however believed that any specific breed of dog is targeted, with criminals only being concerned that the dog can be sold. Interview 3 concludes by mentioning that despite being unaware exactly how criminals are able to steal dogs, they are aware that criminals can use any type of methods including break ins and not limited to attacking breeders in order to take their dogs.

4.4: Overall scenario
The overall scenario shows that all 3 interviewees agree that there has been an increase in dog thefts during the pandemic which is also supported by Pratt (2021) who agrees that official numbers show that during lockdown, 2,000 pets had been stolen in England and Wales, with criminals aiming to profit from growing prices for both cats and dogs during the beginning of the pandemic. It is also described by both Interviewee 1 and 3 that in order to protect their animals, security methods including CCTV cameras and alarms, which is also supported by Gardner (2021) who explains that breeders and owners should consider extra security measures including motion sensor security lights and CCTV cameras as well as ensuring that all property is secure as well as being advisable to make sure that all entrances are secured by locks. Another important point to make is that all 3 interviewees agree that the reason for the increase in dog thefts comes down to the demand of those buying them, especially during the lockdown, purchasing them for the company that dogs can provide. 

Fox (2020) states that a recent survey from the Waltham foundation revealed that 86% of participants felt that they had bonded more with their pets during lockdown as well as 60% felt as if their pet had helped them maintain a regular routine. Fox (2021) also adds that 58% of people working from home believed that their pet had improved for productivity and motivation. Interestingly, the point that interviewee 3 made regarding how pets can help owners with their mental health, especially during lockdowns, is supported by Edmond (2021) who writes that pet owners felt their animal meant that they have been less lonely throughout the pandemic in addition to providing a sense of purpose and that dog walkers appreciated the social interaction provided from being out with their dog, improving their mental health. During the height of lockdown, pets also acted as a social motivation, where owners were allowed to walk their dogs, possibly offering small periods of interaction with other people. Fox (2021) also argues that older people who walked their dogs did not experience as many symptoms of loneliness compared to those who did not walk a dog, as well as those feeling that the pandemic had affected their social lives, those who had dogs to walk each day did not report feeling lonelier. One of the other points that all 3 interviewees agreed upon is that tougher penalties should be enforced for those who chose to steal dogs. Evidence shows that this will be the case as Grierson (2021) writes that dog thieves will now face harsher punishments under government schemes to put forth a criminal offence for pet abduction. Pet theft is currently prosecuted under the Theft Act 1968, but possibility of a new law will acknowledge the emotional impact to the victim when a pet is stolen. Despite passing new legislation specifying dog thefts as a specific offence, the Home Office (2020) estimates that roughly 2,000 incidents of dog theft had been reported to the police in 2020 and with approximately 9.6 million dogs in the UK, the chances of having a dog stolen is low and that a relatively insignificant rise in dog thefts can be linked to the increase of demand during the pandemic. However, the Home Office does acknowledge the considerable emotional impact the theft of a dog as pet often play an important role in the lives of owners, especially assistance dogs. This point from the Home Office could also be used to support the point made by interviewee 3 who stresses the importance and benefit that pets can have to a person’s mental health, especially during the period of lockdown. Support of harsher penalties, as suggested by Interviewee 1 and 3 is supported by the Association of Police and Crime commissioners (2021) who argue that more than three quarters of owners feels more frightened to walk their pets due to the increased risk that it will be stolen as well as 124,729 people who completed an online survey, with the vast majority believing that dog theft is a serious issue and that thieves should face greater penalties. The Association of Police and Crime Commissioners (2021) quotes Dr Paul Allen, the founder of the Pet Theft Reform Campaign who argues that the number of survey responses illustrates the extent the public are worried about dog thefts, though more research is required in order to strengthen the evidence base and inform the response to dog theft in the future. An additional point made by interviewee 2 also explains how in addition to more severe penalties for dog theft, that more information should also be available to dog owners and breeders on how to make their animals as safe as possible. This is supported by Bodenham (2021) who also agrees that dog thefts have increased during the pandemic, with the most prevalent areas being Devon, Cornwall, Leicestershire and Northumbria. Bodenham (2021) provides advice on how to ensure dog security including being wary of strangers asking questions about a dog, microchipping dogs to allow for better identification if stolen, not leaving a dog tied up outside when entering a shop as well as watching your dog when in the garden and making sure that all gates are secure and fences in good repair. Bodenham (2021) also suggests ensuring owners have sufficient pet insurance if a dog is stolen and cannot be returned.

When referring to whether criminals target certain breeds of dogs, interviewee 3 does not believe this is the case, with criminals targeting any dogs they can as long as they can be sold on. Interviewee 1 and 2 both believe that criminals target specific breeds of dogs but disagree on the breed of dog with interviewee 1 arguing for dachshunds and interviewee 2 arguing French Bulldogs. Shaw (2021) suggests that Staffordshire bull terriers are the most stolen breed of dogs, although mentions that French Bulldogs are in fact the 3rd most stolen dog. Shaw (2021) argues that Staffordshire bull terriers are the most popular breed of dog in the UK, so it is of little surprise that they are the most stolen breed and that as popularity for French bulldogs has increased, so have thefts, rising from 20 in 2016 to 41 in 2020. French Bulldogs normally cost approximately £1,500 but can be sold for as much as £10,000 so provides criminals with a large incentive to target them. Supporting evidence that the French Bulldog is a sought-after breed is provided by Chan (2021) who reports that in the United States, Sarah Vorhaus, walk walking her dogs on the 5th of January when three men threatened her with pistol, assaulted her several times stole her French bulldog. Vorhaus believes that the criminals had targeted her French Bulldog as her Shiba Inu was untouched. It could be argued that trends in the United States, including popular breeds of dogs, could also be mirrored in the UK as well as other countries, supporting Interviewee 2’s belief that French Bulldogs are a valuable target to criminals. Chan’s (2021) account also shows how far criminals are prepared to go in order to carry out these thefts, including assault and the use of weapons, also supporting an answer provided by interviewee 3 who, while being unsure of how exactly criminals carry out each theft, criminals may resort to physically attacking owners to steal their dogs. Interviewee 3 also mentions how tougher penalties should be enforced to those who steal dogs before people are killed, which as explained by Chan (2021) could be a worrying possibility.
Another important point that could be that each interviewee explains the methods that criminals use top steal dogs, although interviewee also explains how criminals may also steal a dog using threats and intimation to owners when out walking their pets. Evidence of this is also reported by Grierson (2021) who claims that stalking parks in affluent communities and luring dogs out of gardens using treats are some of the methods thieves are using to commit offences. Thieves mug dog walkers as well as raid boarding kennels in an attempt to steal in demand breeds, whose price had increased dramatically during COVID. The BBC (2021) quotes a woman from Nottingham, who after being reunited with her stolen dog now lives in fear that it will happen again and will no longer walk her dogs alone anymore, even during the day as she is so frightened that it will happen again. A point made by interviewee 2 and 3, that emphasises the importance of new owners demanding to see all documentation of new puppies as well as the mother and father is endorsed by Dunne (2021), who quotes Martin Surl, The Gloucestershire Police and Crime Commissioner, who contends that similarly to when purchasing a car, a buyer must know exactly who it has been bought from as well as the selling being obliged to provide all documents. This is currently not requirement when purchasing a dog. This could beg the question that not only does the theft of the dog distress the original owner, but could also distress the new owners, who may have purchased the dog in good faith, unaware of its background, if the dog is ever found and returned its former owner.



4.5: Summary
To summarise the findings of each interview, it can be seen that all participants understand that there is a growing concern surrounding dog thefts in the Southwest Wales area. It could also be mentioned that all three interviews understand the lengths and efforts that criminals will go to in order to profit from the pandemic. Each interviewer identified similar reasons why dog thefts have increased in the UK to the point where interviewees 1 and 3 believe that businesses could be affected and all 3 installing additional security measures around their properties. The argued increase in dog thefts is supported by ITV news (2021) who quotes a Labrador breeder in Bristol who confirms that demand for dogs has increased during the pandemic and that people are waiting up to 6 months. Dog breeder, Lena Sperring continues by explaining that she knows people who have reserved dogs with breeders for puppies in 2023, which further support that the demand for puppies has increased dramatically. Though despite the information provided by all interviewees as well as the quote from Lena Sperring, the same article also quotes Assistant Chief Constable of Wiltshire Police, Debs Smith arguing that the perception of dog theft is much worse than it really is. Debs Smith also states that more people are posting on social media saying that people should be concerned about having dogs taken but we know that especially in Wiltshire, the perception is far worse than the risk of actually having your dog stolen. The difference between the information provided by Debs Smith (2021) and the information provided by the interview results could be a matter of location, with dog thefts being more prevalent in some areas than others. This understanding is supported John (2021) who reports how police from South Wales and Dyfed- Powys recovered a large number of dogs and puppies stolen in recent months in two locations. 6 dogs were found in Briton Ferry as well as 70 to 80 dogs, valued at around £40,000 being found in Carmarthenshire. Superintendent Cath Larkman, of South Wales Police acknowledges the emotional impact of dog theft to owners and states that dogs are not only items of financial value but are living creatures who feel the pain and loss at being stolen as well as being much loved family members. This source could support the idea that dog theft is more prevalent in certain areas of the country. Both this source and the interviewees come from southwest wales with both reporting serious cases of dog theft, despite being contrary to what is explained by Wiltshire Assistant Chief Constable, Debs Smith.

Chapter 5: Conclusion
To conclude this research, it is evident that the research conducted has met all the initial aims and objectives and that organised crime gangs have taken advantage of the current pandemic situation, in order to profit from the demands caused by the pandemic, which includes the increase in dog ownership which in turn gives reason to an increase in dog thefts to meet this demand, but also the concerns and uncertainty caused by the pandemic, including a demand for ‘cures’ and methods to protect them from the virus, which is supported by Sands (2020) who reports that a Georgian Man in the USA, was charged with importing and marketing unregistered pesticides, labelled as ‘’Stop the Virus”, claiming to prevent viral infection and that the use of counterfeit masks can jeopardise the health of COVID sufferers, suspected cases as well as vulnerable members of the public, including the elderly and those with existing health conditions, with counterfeit PPE, disrupting the prevention of infection and the control of virus outbreaks in community and clinical setting which as a result, could encourage rapid disease transmission resulting in the virus continuing to mutate, potentially prolonging a pandemic (Lam and Suen, 2020). This further supports the disregard shown by criminals when profiting from the general public during a pandemic. In addition to this, the research has also met the aim of understanding that the crime trends witnessed in the UK, are also occurring in other countries, including the US and France, supporting the understanding that the pandemic has created demands seen globally, which could allow organised crime groups to liaise and cooperate with organised crime groups in other countries, resulting in smoother transportation of counterfeit groups. Evidence of organised crime operations abroad include in April 2020, the Slovenian Government order 3 million face masks from a Bosnian, costing the Slovenian Government €300,000 in advance. Fraud and money laundering is suspected as the mask order did not arrive (UNODC, 2020). Further evidence supporting the extent in which organised crime groups are able to carry out offences spanning several different countries include the fact than organised crime gangs in the Balkans have far- reaching interests and have strengthened resistance and ability to adapt to the developments of the pandemic as well as connected government measures on a global scale. As a result, this suggests that organised crime should be addressed on a global scale, rather than each country only focusing on the organised crime that exists in their own country, the police should additionally study the organised crime trends in poorer countries, such as those in the Balkans who aim to conduct illicit business within richer European countries such as the UK, as it is there that organised criminals are likely to make a larger profit.

It can also be suggested that this research also meets the second set of aims and objectives of understanding how businesses have been affected as well as reacted to the changes in criminal activity as well as how organisations including the police and Interpol are tackling these changes. The first objective met was to carry out interviews with legitimate dog breeders to understand how the increasing demand for pet dogs during the pandemic has increased prices for dogs and encouraged organised criminals to engage in dog theft. The result of this interview revealed that each participant believed that there has been an increase in dog thefts during lockdown and that all participants had installed methods in order to keep their animals secure, and that the in increased demand for companionship dogs has led to an increase in dog thefts. These interviews showed the extent to which organised gangs will go to in order to profit from the pandemic, which can be compared to existing literature from dog owners supporting this, though is contrary to what is being reported by the UK government and the police who claim that while there has been an increase in dog thefts during the pandemic, it has not been significant enough for dog owners to be increasingly worried. The Assistant Chief Constable for Wiltshire explains that due to more people posting on social media saying that warning dog owners about the growing rise of dog thefts occurring during the pandemic, the perception of dog thefts during lockdown appears far more severe that it actually is, although it could be argued that they are only referring to crime levels in the Wiltshire area, also supporting the notion that levels of dog thefts could be more prevalent in certain areas compared to others. The interviews were all carried out in South Wales with breeders from the area suggesting this. This suggestion is also supported by the fact that Dyfed- Powys and South Wales police recovered a number of stolen puppies and dogs, reported stolen, in two separate locations (John, 2021). It can be deduced from the research, the emotional impact that the theft of dogs can have on the victim, especially when organised crime gangs are disrupting the livelihood and businesses of legitimate dog breeders. This emotional impact is difficult to comprehend when only studying police or government statistics. The targeting of legitimate dog breeders is explained by a breeder in Bristol, who claims that people are waiting almost 6 months for a new puppy, due to the rapid increase since the pandemic began, with some prospective dog owners reserving puppies for up to 2 years in advance (ITV News, 2021). 

Some of the recommendations that could be put forth to combat this increase in dog thefts, is the passing of new legislation making dog theft a specific offence. It currently stands that the proposal has been put forth to make this a new offence, with dog thefts being currently prosecuted under the 1968 Theft Act, with the penalty dependant on the value of the possession stolen. As a result, the penalty when a dog is stolen, the penalty may differ between dogs, with pedigree dogs being worth more than mixed breed dog. This law does not take into account the emotional impact that is experienced by victims of dog theft. The proposal for more stringent penalties for dog theft was also supported by all three interview participants, who feel that not only does it emotionally damage the breeders, who do not know what condition the stolen dogs are living in or how they are being treated, but also that it is a source of income lost, which hurts their businesses. South Wales Police Superintendent Cath Larkman understand the impact emotionally on the victims of dog theft, arguing that dogs are living, feeling creatures and not only items of financial value that criminals can profit from (John, 2021).The proposal for new legislation is part of the recommendations reported by the new UK pet taskforce, developed by the government to tackle the growing number of dogs that have been reported stolen since the pandemic began. The development of a specific government Pet taskforce is in itself evidence that the government believe that pet theft is a growing concern that deserves specialised attention. Additional recommendations that could also be made is a larger nationwide survey after the pandemic, taking into account not only the number of dogs that have been stolen. Dr Paul Allen argues that a growing number of the general public are worried about the risk of dog theft though more research is needed in order to strengthen the argument and evidence base, and create a more informed plan to respond to incidents of dog thefts in the future.

The main problems encountered during this research were the regulations that existed during the pandemic. The research was delayed during the first lockdown due to the inability to be able to meet people who did not live in the same household. Even after this restriction was lifted, those needing to be interviewed were still wary to make contact which in turn delayed the carrying out of the interview even more. In order to overcome this, government advice was followed with each interview being carried out outdoors, protection both the researcher and the participant. It was also important that a suitable distance was maintained at all times to minimise the risk of potential COVID transmission, as well as making sure that the interview was carried out as quickly as possible, which in turn created another problem in that additional information given by the participant meant that the interview lasted longer than planned. By making sure that all involved were kept as safe as possible, it created a feeling of comfort, generating more honest answers and creating a more detailed understanding of dog theft crime in the local area. The final limitation acknowledge was that those interviewed only came from the South Wales area. Due to COVID restrictions, it was not recommended by the government to take unnecessary journeys across the country, which could have helped understand how dog thefts have affected businesses in other areas of the country. The result of only being able to interview people from South Wales resulted in a very small percentage of the country being studied, without taking into account the effects of theft on dog breeders in areas such as North Wales or England. This may be one of the reasons why some police forces believe that the perceived threat of dog thefts is much more significant than the actual crime happening. It is clear that the pandemic has acted as a learning curve for organised criminals and the evidence suggests that the pandemic has been a profitable opportunity for organised criminals including local offenders to international criminal organisations seeking to benefit from the worries, uncertainty and demand caused by a new global pandemic.






Bibliography:


Aguas R, White L et al. (2021) ‘Modelling the COVID- 19 Pandemic in Context: An international participatory approach’ British Medical Journal Vol. 5 Issue 12 https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/12/e003126 (Accessed 03/09/2021)

Alford J (2021) ‘COVID vaccine passports may discourage people from getting their jab- UK survey’ Imperial College London https://www.imperial.ac.uk/news/229933/covid-vaccine-passports-discourage-people-from/ (Accessed 25/09/2021)

Association of Police and Crime Commissioners (2021) ‘Strong support for changing the law to reflect the emotional impact of having a pet stolen’ Associationofpoliceandcrimecommissioners.com https://www.apccs.police.uk/latest-news/strong-support-for-changing-the-law-to-reflect-the-emotional-impact-of-having-a-pet-stolen/ (Accessed 27/11/2021)
Austin Z and Sutton J (2015) ‘Qualitative research: Data collection, analysis, and management’ US National Library of medicine Vol. 68 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4485510/ (Accessed 27/11/2021)

Bakar A (2016) ‘What are the advantages and disadvantages of interviews’ Bayt.com https://specialties.bayt.com/en/specialties/q/272414/what-the-advantage-and-disadvantage-of-interview/ (Accessed 28/11/2021)

Baker C, Kirk- Wade E et al. (2021) ‘Coronavirus: A history of English lockdown laws’ House of Commons library https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-9068/ (Accessed 28/11/2021)

BBC News ‘Pet abduction to be made new criminal offence in England’ Bbcnews.com https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-58423967 (Accessed 12/10/ 2021)

BBC news (2021) ‘Dog theft: Owners ‘scared’ of taking walks as incidents increase’ Bbcnews.com https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-sussex-56387421 (Accessed 27/22/2021)

Bodenham D (2021) ‘Dog theft- how to keep your dog safe and the breeds most stolen’ Boughtbymany.com https://boughtbymany.com/news/article/dog-breeds-most-likely-be-stolen/ (27/11/2021)

Carver D and Sutherland N (2020) ‘Pet theft- debate on e-petition 244530 and 300071’ House of Commons Library https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CDP-2020-0111/CDP-2020-0111.pdf (Accessed 12/11/2021)

Chan M (2021) ‘Lady Gaga got her dogs back, but as criminals capitalise on the demand for pandemic pups, others aren’t so luck’ Time.com https://time.com/5945294/dog-theft-covid-19-pandemic/ (Accessed 13/10/2021)

City of London Police (2020) ‘Man sentenced for making and selling fake COVID-19 treatment kits’ CityofLondonpolice.com https://www.cityoflondon.police.uk/news/city-of-london/news/2020/template3/pipcu/man-sentenced-for-making-and-selling-fake-covid-19-treatment-kits/ (Accessed 10/09/2021)

Collins J (2020) ‘Managing confidentiality and anonymity in the research process’ Impactio.com https://www.impactio.com/blog/managing-confidentiality-and-anonymity-in-the-research (Accessed 28/11/2021)

Devault G (2020) ‘Advantages and disadvantages of quantitative research’ Thebalancesmb.com https://www.thebalancesmb.com/quantitative-research-advantages-and-disadvantages-2296728 (Accessed 14/11/2021)


Diaz A (2020) ‘U.S EPA acts to protect the public from unregistered “virus shut out” product imported into Honolulu and Guam’ United States Environmental Protection Agency https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/us-epa-acts-protect-public-unregistered-virus-shut-out-product-imported-honolulu-and (Accessed 21/09/2021)

Ditcham K (2020) ‘How Covid- 19 is changing the organised crime threat’ Royal United Services Institute https://rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/how-covid-19-changing-organised-crime-threat (Accessed 10/09/2021)

Dunne J (2021) ‘75% rise in London dog Thefts as lockdown pets are targeted in burglaries and knife robberies’ Eveningstandard.com https://www.standard.co.uk/news/uk/dog-thefts-london-75-percent-lockdown-stolen-burglaries-knife-robberies-b931427.html (Accessed 15/10/2021)

Essex Police (2021) ‘Countrywide: Operation Re-unite, dog thefts’ Essexpolice.uk https://www.essex.police.uk/news/essex/news/news/2021/october/countywide-operation-re-unite-dog-thefts/ (Accessed 26/10/2021)

European Commission ‘Fight against organised crime: New 5- year strategy for boosting cooperation across the EU and for better use of digital tools for investigation’ Europa.eu https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_1662 (Accessed 30/10/2021) 

Eustice G, Buckland R et al. (2021) ‘Pet abduction to be made new criminal offence in crackdown on pet theft’ Home Office https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pet-abduction-to-be-made-new-criminal-offence-in-crackdown-on-pet-theft (Accessed 13/11/2021)

Eustice G, Patel P et al. (2021) ‘Taskforce launched to investigate reported rise in pet thefts’ Home Office https://www.gov.uk/government/news/taskforce-launched-to-investigate-reported-rise-in-pet-thefts (Accessed 19/06/2021)

Fox N (2009) ‘Using interviews in a research project’ National Institute for Health Research https://www.rds-yh.nihr.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/15_Using-Interviews-2009.pdf (Accessed 27/11/2021)

Fox R (2021) ‘Has COVID 19 changed our relationship with pets and other animals?’ Warwick Knowledge centre https://warwick.ac.uk/newsandevents/knowledgecentre/society/sociology/animals_and_covid19/ (Accessed 26/11/2021)

Gaille B (2018) ‘25 Advantages and disadvantages of qualitative research’ Brandongaille.com https://brandongaille.com/25-advantages-disadvantages-qualitative-research/ (Accessed 15/11/2021)

Gardner C (2021) ‘How to protect your dog from being stolen’ A-planinsurance.com https://blog.aplan.co.uk/how-to-protect-your-dog/ (Accessed 26/11/2021)

Global Initiative against transnational organised crime Policy brief (2020) ‘Crime and Contagion: The impact of a pandemic on organised crime’ Globalinitiative.com https://globalinitiative.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/CovidPB1rev.04.04.v1.pdf (Accessed 06/09/2021)

Grierson J (2021) ‘UK dog owners warned about thieves stalking out parks and luring puppies’ Theguardian.com https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2021/aug/14/uk-dog-owners-warned-about-thieves-staking-out-parks-and-luring-puppies (Accessed 27/22/2021)

Grierson J (2021) ‘UK to crack down on dognappers with new pet abduction offence’ Theguardian.com https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2021/sep/03/uk-crack-down-dognappers-new-pet-abduction-offence (Accessed 26/11/2021)

Grundy T (2020) ‘Complete scam: Anti- virus ‘shut out’ necklaces sold across Hong Kong despite bans around Asia’ Hongkongfp.com https://hongkongfp.com/2020/03/13/complete-scam-anti-virus-shut-necklaces-sold-across-hong-kong-despite-bans-around-asia/ (Accessed 13/11/2021)

Heslop J (2020) ‘Tackling serious organised crime: COVID- 19 and crime’ Scottish Government https://blogs.gov.scot/tackling-serious-organised-crime/2020/09/21/covid-19-and-crime/ (Accessed 23/09/2021)

Home Office (2018) ‘Data protection’ Home office https://www.gov.uk/data-protection (Accessed 29/11/2021)

Home Office (2013) ‘Serious and Organised crime strategy’ Home Office https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/248645/Serious_and_Organised_Crime_Strategy.pdf (Accessed 03/09/2021)

Home Office (2021) ‘Pet theft taskforce report’ Home Office https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pet-theft-taskforce-report/pet-theft-taskforce-report#executive-summary (Accessed 10/10/2021)

Home Office (2021) ‘Policy paper: Beating crime plan’ Home Office https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/beating-crime-plan/beating-crime-plan (Accessed 25/10/2021)

Interpol (2021) ‘Inside a French Police crackdown on the Eurasian mob’ Interpol.int https://www.interpol.int/en/News-and-Events/News/2021/Inside-a-French-police-crackdown-on-the-Eurasian-mob (Accessed 31/10/2021)

ITV News (2021) ‘Are dog thefts rising? Police say ‘perception is much worse than reality’ Itvnews.com https://www.itv.com/news/westcountry/2021-06-04/are-dog-thefts-rising-police-say-perception-is-much-worse-than-reality (Accessed 27/11/2021)

John L (2021) ‘Up to 80 suspected stolen dogs found by police at two south wales locations’ Walesonline.com https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/local-news/up-80-suspected-stolen-dogs-19698138 (Accessed 27/11/2021)

Lam S, Suen L et al. (2020) ‘Global risk to the community and clinical setting: Flocking of fake masks and protective gears during the COVID- 19 Pandemic’ US National Library of Medicine, National Institutes of Health https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7219383/ (Accessed 12/09/2021)

Marshall F (2021) ‘Measuring the impact of dog theft’ The British Association for shooting and conservation https://basc.org.uk/measuring-the-impact-of-dog-theft/ (Accessed 08/10/2021)

Morava M, Andrew S (2021) ‘Fake N95 masks have flooded the market. Here’s how to tell the difference’ CNN.com https://edition.cnn.com/2021/02/05/us/counterfeit-masks-how-to-spot-trnd/index.html (Accessed 15/09/2021)

National Crime Agency (2020) ‘Beware fraud and scams during COVID- 19 fraud’ NCA.gov.uk https://nationalcrimeagency.gov.uk/news/fraud-scams-covid19 (Accessed 27/09/2021)

National Crime Agency (2021) ‘National Crime Agency warn that organised crime groups may try to exploit the coronavirus outbreak to target the UK’ nca.gov https://www.nationalcrimeagency.gov.uk/news/national-crime-agency-warn-that-organised-crime-groups-may-try-to-exploit-the-coronavirus-outbreak-to-target-the-uk (Accessed 31/10/2021)

National Police Chiefs’ Council (2021) ‘Police encourage dog owners to take extra precautions’ npcc.police.uk https://news.npcc.police.uk/releases/police-encourage-dog-owners-to-take-extra-precautions (Accessed 16/10/2021)

Northamptonshire police (2021) ‘Figures released to reassure dog owners amid theft fears’ Northamptonshirepolice.com https://www.northants.police.uk/news/northants/news/news/2021/april/advice-and-reassurance-for-dog-owners-amid-theft-fears/ (Accessed 11/10/2021)

Nouwens M, Gould- Davies N et al. (2021) ‘The impact of COVID- 19 on organised crime in the Western Balkans’ The International Institute for Strategic Studies OECD/EUIPO (2020), Trade in Counterfeit Pharmaceutical Products, Illicit Trade, OECD Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/a7c7e054-en. (Accessed 10/09/2021)

Oxbridge (2021) ‘A complete guide to dissertation primary research’ Oxbridge essays https://www.oxbridgeessays.com/blog/everything-need-know-dissertation-primary-research/ (Accessed 27/11/2021)

Pattern M (2014) ‘Questionnaire research: A practical Guide’ Taylor and Francis Group, NY. 4th edition ISBN-13: 978-1-936-52331-3 (Accessed 28/11/2021)
Pratt K (2021) ‘Taskforce aims to tackle pet theft’ Forbes Advisor https://www.forbes.com/uk/advisor/pet-insurance/pet-theft/ (Accessed 08/10/2021)

Sands G (2020) ‘US seizes lanyards and other bogus products markets as covid- 19 protection' CNN.com  https://edition.cnn.com/2020/05/13/politics/us-seizes-lanyards-covid-19-protection/index.html (Accessed 01/10/2021)

Shaw N (2021) ‘Most stolen dog breeds in the UK ranked, and how to keep them safe’ Walesonline.com https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/uk-news/most-stolen-dog-breeds-uk-20863048 (Accessed 26/11/2021)

Shukman D (2021) ‘COVID: Can you catch the virus outside?’ Bbcnews.com https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/explainers-55680305 (Accessed 28/11/2021)

Shuster S (2021) ‘Fake vaccines are ‘liquid gold’ in Pandemic crime wave worth billions, says Interpol’ Time.com https://time.com/5945459/fake-vaccines-pandemic-crime-wave-interpol/ (Accessed 27/09/2021)

Suffolk Police and Crime Commissioner (2021) ‘PCC calls for public support for national dog theft survey’ Suffolkpcc.com https://suffolk-pcc.gov.uk/news/pcc-calls-for-public-support-for-national-dog-theft-survey (Accessed 14/10/2021)

Taylor P (2021) ‘Europol warns about Fake COVID vaccination certificates’ Securingindustry.com https://www.securingindustry.com/security-documents-and-it/europol-warns-about-fake-covid-vaccination-certificates/s110/a12899/#.YY0vRS2l1N0 (Accessed 23/09/2021)

The Connexion (2021) ‘Dog thefts more brazen in France as prices rise for rare breeds’ Connexionfrance.com https://www.connexionfrance.com/French-news/Dog-thefts-more-brazen-in-France-as-prices-rise-for-rare-breeds (13/10/2021)

Tugwell P and Knottnerus J (2018) ‘Ethics of research methodology requires a methodology of research ethics’ Journal of Clinical Epidemiology Vol. 100 https://www.jclinepi.com/article/S0895-4356(18)30594-8/fulltext (Accessed 16/06/2021)

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (2020) ‘Research Brief: COVID-19 related Trafficking of Medical products as a threat to Public Health’ UNODC Research https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/covid/COVID-19_research_brief_trafficking_medical_products.pdf (Accessed 10/09/2021)

Winchester N (2020) ‘Policing in the UK: Serious and Organised crime’ House of Lords Library https://lordslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/lln-2020-0016/ (Accessed 12/11/2021)

Woodfield A (2020) ‘Coronavirus: Lockdown year ‘worst ever’ for dog thefts’ Bbcnews.com https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-54372778 (Accessed 08/10/2021)

Wright K (2017) ‘Researching Internet-Based Populations: Advantages and Disadvantages of Online Survey Research, Online Questionnaire Authoring Software Packages, and Web Survey Services’ Journal of computer-medicated communications Vol.10 Issue 3 https://academic.oup.com/jcmc/article/10/3/JCMC1034/4614509?login=true (Accessed 28/11/2021)

Young J, Rose D et al. (2018) ‘A methodological guide to using and reporting on interviews in conservation science research’ British Ecological Society Vol. 9 Issue. 1 https://besjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/2041-210X.12828 (Accessed 27/11/2021)

Ziegler S (2021) ‘British police force using dog DNA to tackle pet thefts’ Police1.com https://www.police1.com/investigations/articles/british-police-force-using-dog-dna-to-tackle-pet-thefts-H8KFO7emMPvwDvWv/ (Accessed 26/10/2021)




Appendices:


Appendix 1:

Has the COVID- 19 pandemic affected your business?

The aim of this questionnaire is to understand whether legitimate dog breeders are being affected by an increased demand for dogs, how businesses can protect their animals and how the police are working with businesses to prevent dog theft.

This questionnaire is entirely optional and if the participant agrees to commence with the questionnaire, can be concluded at any time. All participants will be anonymous, and all information will be destroyed when the dissertation is submitted.

1.) How long have you been in the dog breeding business for since the start of the pandemic in 2020 and where is your business located?
I have been breeding dogs for 10 years in Ponterdawe with a full breeding licence. 
2.) What breed of dogs does your business breed and how much is the average price for a puppy before the pandemic? 
I breed Dachshunds, before lockdown they were about £2000 and now they’re about £4000.
3.) As a dog breeder, do you believe that the risk of dog thefts have increased due to the pandemic and why?
Yes, I do. People experience more dogs becoming stolen towards Christmastime.
4.) What methods do you have in place to reduce to reduce the risks of thefts to your business?
We have locks, CCTV and alarms.
5.) Do you have any first had experience of thefts to your business?
Yes, in the past 10 years we’ve had 4 dogs stolen.
6.) Why do you believe that there may possibly be an increased demand for dogs due to the pandemic?
More people living and working at home that before.
7.) As well as taking measures to protect dogs, what measures do you think that the police should take to defer thefts and protect breeders?
 Bigger fines and prison sentences
8.) Do you believe the selling on of stolen dogs affects legitimate business?
Yes, though it does but it depends on the business if they are registered or not.
9.) What do you believe is the most popular breed of dog targeted by criminals?
Dachshunds
10.) Do you know the methods used by thieves and how they are able to steal dogs?
People just break locks and steal them.


Appendix 2:

Has the COVID- 19 pandemic affected your business?

The aim of this questionnaire is to understand whether legitimate dog breeders are being affected by an increased demand for dogs, how businesses can protect their animals and how the police are working with businesses to prevent dog theft.

This questionnaire is entirely optional and if the participant agrees to commence with the questionnaire, can be concluded at any time. All participants will be anonymous, and all information will be destroyed when the dissertation is submitted


1.) How long have you been in the dog breeding business for since the start of the Pandemic in 2020 and where is your business located?

I have been breeding dogs since 2010 with my business being located near Pembroke.
2.) What breed of dogs does your business breed and how much is the average price for a puppy before and during the pandemic?
I currently breed Lhasa Apso puppies with an average one costing roughly £1,300.
3.) As a dog breeder, do you believe that the risk of dog thefts has increased due to the pandemic and why?
I reckon one of the big reasons for this increase in dog thefts is that more people are working from home, as well as those on furlough having so much free time so having a dog not only give you and the family a bit of companionship but is also a great excuse for exercise, especially when things to do were limited. 
4.) What methods do you have in place to reduce the risks of thefts to your business?
So, I’ve always made sure that the kennels have been securely locked, even before the pandemic, but now I have installed intruder alarms as well as sensory lights. I also make sure that the main gate to my property is kept securely locked
5.) Do you have any first-hand experience of thefts to your business?
Have never had any of my dogs stolen but know that it’s on the rise.
6.) Why do you believe that that there may possibly be an increased demand of dogs due to the pandemic?
As mentioned before, more people are staying at home and want a companion.
7.) As well as taking personal measures to protect dogs, what measures do you think that the Police should take to defer thefts and protect breeders?
I just think that dog theft should be taken more seriously by the police as dogs are part of the family. Also think that the police should educate dog owners on how to keep their dogs safe during walks and at home and when buying dogs, to do their research in making sure the dogs have not been stolen.
8.) Do you believe that the selling on of stolen dogs affects legitimate businesses?
I do because stolen dogs may often be sold cheaper than legitimately bred dogs as well as criminals not providing documents so that the sale process is done quicker.
9.) What do you believe is the most popular breed of dog targeted by criminals?
Probably French Bulldogs.
10.) Do you know the methods used by thieves and how they are able to steal dogs?
Probably in the same way as any other burglary, simply breaking into kennels and taking them. Also know that dog snatchers will come up to dog walkers in the park and physically take the dog from them through force or threats.

Appendix 3: 

Has the COVID- 19 pandemic affected your business?

The aim of this questionnaire is to understand whether legitimate dog breeders are being affected by an increased demand for dogs, how businesses can protect their animals and how the police are working with businesses to prevent dog theft.

This questionnaire is entirely optional and if the participant agrees to commence with the questionnaire, can be concluded at any time. All participants will be anonymous, and all information will be destroyed when the dissertation is submitted



1.) How long have you been in the dog breeding business for since the start of the Pandemic in 2020 and where is your business located?
I started breeding in 2008. Until presently, I was located in Swansea but relocated in 2018 to West Wales.
2.) What breed of dogs does your business breed and how much is the average price for a puppy before and during the pandemic?
I breed Dachshund. Prior to the pandemic the average price was £2500-3000, though post pandemic prices increased to £3700- £5000.
3.) As a dog breeder, do you believe that the risk of dog thefts has increased due to the pandemic and why?
The risk to breeders has very much increased. The reason for this is the prices have gone up and it could also be down to people needing money and thinking that stealing dogs is easier than robbing a shop as well as being less of a crime, in the eyes of the law.
4.) What methods do you have in place to reduce the risks of thefts to your business?
I have 25 cameras, alarms and two guard dogs.
5.) Do you have any first-hand experience of thefts to your business?
No.
6.) Why do you believe that that there may possibly be an increased demand of dogs due to the pandemic?
The demand has increased due to more people working from home and no longer in offices as they could not raise a dog due to being unable to leave it on its own. As now they can as they’re home as well as its good for mental health to have a dog.
7.) As well as taking personal measures to protect dogs, what measures do you think that the Police should take to defer thefts and protect breeders?
Hard laws must be put in place before someone gets killed.
8.) Do you believe the selling on of stolen dogs affects legitimate business?
Not if people research into the people they buy from as I would want to see proof of the mother and father and documents.
9.) What do you believe is the most popular breed of dog targeted by criminals?
All dogs are targeted. Criminals don’t care as long as they can sell them.
10.) Do you know the methods used by thieves and how they are able to steal dogs?
No, there have been many ways from break ins to assaulting up breeders to take their dogs.
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