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Holding the UK Government to account.

According to the UK Parliament (2024), the UK executive is known as the government that is in charge of creating and carrying out national policies as well as creating new legislations. According to The NCSL (2021), the term “separation of powers’ refers to the distribution of governmental duties across multiple departments to prevent any one branch from performing the primary duties of another. The purpose of having checks and balances is to avoid the concentration of power. As a result, this assignment will be a debate about holding the UK Government to account. 

BYJU’S (2023) states, the term “executive” refers to an individual, or group with administrative or supervisory powers within a company or government authorities. The executive is in charge of carrying out and upholding the legislation. According to StudySmarter (2024), the UK’s executive Branch consists of various important positions and duties. The Prime Minister, the Cabinet of Ministers, and the Civil Service can be roughly categorised into three groups. In the UK, the prime minister (PM) is the head of the state and the head of the executive branch. The prime minister is responsible for a number of crucial duties, including forming the cabinet and designating ministers, representing the UK in international affairs, monitoring day-to-day government operations, suggesting new laws and policies, maintain and developing ties with the monarchy and parliament. The prime minister selects a group of senior government ministers to form the cabinet. These ministers are in charge of making particular government organisations and are crucial to the decision-making process. There are Several important roles of the cabinet position. The first role is Home Secretary. These are in charge of domestic matters, such as immigration and criminal activity. Another role is Foreign Secretary. They handle the diplomacy and foreign relations. The last role is the secretary of defence. These are in charge of the armed forces, security, and defence. The executive government of the United Kingdom is not complete without the Civil Service. The Civil Service is made up of a large professional workforce, supervises public services, enforces policy decisions, and provides expert advice that supports the government’s daily operations. The civil service has many key functions, such as: maintain independence from politics in permanent positions, recruitment based on quality, creating specialised divisions focusing on different policy areas, and ensuring government operations continue during political transitions.

According to LawTeacher (2021), there are significant overlaps between the three branches of government, both in terms of staffing and functions, regardless of the UK’s system of separation of powers. Legislative, executive, and judicial branches of government should each use their authority withing their own bounds and in mutual check with one another. The separation of powers is divided into three organs of states, and each of them need to communicate with one another to run the country efficiently. Regardless of how the constitution is written, there are still requirements that must be met in order to maintain smooth government, as a conflict between these three organs could spell disaster for both the nation and its citizens. In the end, the rights and welfare of the citizens of the nation are served by the separation of powers, the government organs, the monarchy, etc. By default, of their majority in the House of Commons, the cabinet controls the agenda, business, and legislative output of the central government ministries. Regulations governed by legal documents are how the government enacts laws. Prior the Constitutional Reforms Act 2005, the position of Lord Chancellor was held by the speaker of the House of Lords, a member of cabinet and the head of the judiciary in England and Wales. He belonged to all three branches of government, contradicting the separation of powers. 

According to the Parliament (2011), in order to hold the executive branch accountable, the parliament must question and challenge the branch’s policies and activities. It also requires ministers and top officials to answer publicly for their decision when they are in person. The elected chamber, the House of Commons, is primarily in charge of examining the executive. A long-standing constitutional convention gives the Commons specific responsibility for examining the executive in some area, most notably public expenditure. Erskine May claims that “the Lords also express their opinion upon public expenditure”, although the House rarely uses these kinds of monitoring powers and when it does, it is usually met with controversy. In addition, the ability of the current government to command a majority in the elected chamber is what gives it authority; only the House of Commons has the power to overthrow the government by passing a resolution of no confidence. However, even though we acknowledge that the House of Commons has a greater authority to examine the government than the House of Lords, as a community we think the House can significantly enhance Parliament’s ability to carry out their duty. There are three keyways of holding the executive to account. This includes, parliamentary questions, debates, and select committees. According to UK Parliament (2024), a parliamentary question as known as PQ is a formal question posed by an MP or a member of the Lords to a government minister regarding an issue under their authority. PQs can be written down or asked verbally, either in writing or during ministerial question time in their chamber. They are employed to get information or to put pressure on the government to act. The UK Parliament (2024) states that the purpose of debates is to help MPs and Lords make well-informed decisions on various topics. Votes are frequently taken to finish up a discussion and can be used to express agreements or disagreements on a particular issue or to approve or reject proposed legislation. Each debate is documented in a journal called ‘Hansard,’ which can be read online or in print. In both Houses, select committees are active. They monitor and report on a variety of topics, including economic issues, and the operations of government department. Select committees examine particular subjects. The result of these examinations are made available to the public and many call for a government reaction. In addition, select committees conduct letters, organise roundtable discussions, conduct visits, and interacts with the public through events and surveys. (UK Parliament), (2024).

According to Oniqa (2013), there are many advantages and disadvantages of the ways in which the executives are held to account. The first advantage is that Bills of the Commons save those in the Salisbury Convention and the PM’s manifesto may be postponed by the House of Lords for a maximum of one year. In order to ensure that laws are fair and will be followed, this may motivate the Commons to make changes. Another advantage is that the Commons frequently question the Prime Minister and his Ministers during Prime Minister’s questions and Ministers question time. This improves the executive’s ability to defend judgements, be held responsible for the. Bills that are being considered and be closely examined. Another advantage is that private members bills, and opposition days assists in holding the government accountable. If their name is drawn at random, less experience MPs might have their legislation considered and debated by parliament through private member bills. The last advantage is that select committees within departments monitor and examine specific departments from the ruling party. However, the first disadvantage is that select committees are controlled by the ruling party, which limits oversights and responsibility. These individuals strive to ensuring that members of their party who are devoted are chosen to serve on select committees. Another disadvantage is that the government will always have the greatest access to resources and information, which makes it challenging for opponents and select committees to fully investigate what they do. The last disadvantage is that an elective government where the prime minister essentially does what he pleases is the product of large majorities and party discipline. As a result, the House of Commons blocks relatively few laws. 

In conclusion, in order to hold the executive branch accountable, the parliament must question and challenge the branch’s policies and activities. It also requires ministers and top officials to answer publicly for their decision when they are in person. Regardless of how the constitution is written, there are still requirements that must be met in order to maintain smooth government. As a result, this sums up the debate to holding the UK government to account.
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