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[bookmark: _Toc28257327]Title 
“Impact of Virtual learning Environment (VLE) - Moodle on students learning experience in the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London”   
[bookmark: _Toc28257328]Rationale 
It has been found that nowadays-virtual learning is significantly improving the satisfaction level of the students. Use of VLEs has brought huge satisfaction on the learning of the students. Use of this VLE has helped the students in gathering new opportunity of learning new skills, as it provides an effective learning platform. This is generally used for describing the integrated range of web-based applications. In UK, it is found that VLE has helped students in adopting new learning techniques that has helped in improving their academic skills (Virtual-college.co.uk, 2019). On the other hand, for teachers, VLEs has also benefitted largely. This help them to set lessons and training courses for their students so that they can complete their tasks effectively even from any remote location. Moreover, students of different UK colleges have reported that they have gained positive learning experiences and the professors have found that VLE has helped in developing lesson plans. This has allowed in keeping focus on coaching each student so that students can gain full potential. Hence, for this reason, traditional learning practices are being replaced by VLE for improving the ways of educational services. 
Additionally, research shows that about 71% teachers think VLE is a useful tool for improving the learning of students (Hrpub.org, 2019). This shows that VLE can present a strong future to the learning approaches of students.  This research will shed light on the research of identifying the advantages and impacts of VLE over traditional learning on future educational approach for the betterment of the students.
[bookmark: _Toc28257329]Objectives 
The objectives of this research are provided below:
· To analyse the impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) on learning experience of the students
· To conduct primary and secondary data analysis on the students of University of Wales Saint David London campus regarding VLE’s importance 
· To provide recommendation for improving the strategies of VLE and bring efficiency in this learning practice 
[bookmark: _Toc28257330]Methodology 
	Research methods 
	Type 
	Justification 

	Research philosophy 
	Pragmatism research philosophy 
	Pragmatism research philosophy has been used in this research for using mixed method of research to gain authentic research outcomes. This method has helped in presenting actual data and fact about VLE for developing learning process of the students. Moreover, this has helped in demonstrating the practical facts about the attitude of students in the learning practices (Popa et al., 2015).

	Research design 
	Descriptive research design 
	Descriptive research design has helped in improving the ability of the researcher (Nassaji, 2015). Descriptive design has allowed in analysing the main issues in the student learning. Moreover, it has helped in improving the elements of research paradigm. The main advantage of using descriptive design is that it has enabled in developing graphs as per the responses provided by the students. 

	Research approach 
	Deductive research approach 
	Use of deductive approach in the research has helped in interpreting the data effectively (Singh, 2015). Moreover, deductive approach has helped in bringing logical and better result as per the current trends of using VLE in universities. Moreover, this approach has helped in identifying the actual learning approach that is used by University of Wales for improving learning experiences of the students.   

	Data collection method 
	Primary and secondary data collection method 
	Both primary and secondary data collection method has been used for improving the reliability of the study. Primary data collection method is used by conducting survey among the students of University of Wales. On contrary, secondary data collection, method has been conducted for gaining information about the research topic using secondary sources (van Leeuwen and Janssen, 2019).   

	Population and sample 
	Random sampling and 20 students 
	Random sampling technique has been used for selecting respondents from the UWTSD London. This technique has helped in chosen respondents from a large population and reduced partiality of being included in the sample. 20 students from the mentioned university have been selected for conducting primary research effectively. 


Table 1: Research methodology
[bookmark: _Toc28257331]Primary and secondary data analysis 
1. What is your opinion about virtual learning?
Based on this question, it is found that about 70% of the students who attended the survey have said that virtual learning is the learning practice that helps the students in improving learning experience using computers and other internet devices. About 20% of the respondents have claimed that this system has allowed them in improving self-paced learning. About 10% of students told that this system helps in improving their learning skills by including internet in their learning process.      
2. Do you think virtual learning is more effective than the traditional one?
	Elements 
	Total Responses 
	Response percentage 
	No of responses 

	Yes 
	20
	70
	14

	No 
	20
	20
	4

	Neutral 
	20
	10
	2


Table 2: Effectiveness of VLE

Figure 1: Effectiveness of VLE
In this question, about 14 students told that for them virtual learning are much more effective than the traditional one. This is because VLE has helped them in improving their learning skills and made them smart in gaining good marks in the examination. On the other hand, total 4 students told that they feel that traditional approach is more suitable for them as they are more accustomed with the bookish knowledge. Finally, 2 students were found to be in the neutral state.        
3. Why do you think virtual learning is more effective than the traditional one?
Majority of the responded have told that virtual learning is more effective than traditional learning method. This is because; online learning has helped in boosting the career advancement opportunities by improving the educational techniques. Moreover, the students have been able to improve their searching techniques using different online websites like Bing and Google (Oproiu, 2015). However, traditional education is only limited to certain knowledge level as this is gained only from class notes and time books.
4. Do you think virtual learning could be improved to the point where could replace the traditional one?
	Elements 
	Total Responses 
	Response percentage 
	No of responses 

	Yes 
	20
	70
	14

	No 
	20
	20
	4

	Neutral 
	20
	10
	2


Table 3: Improvement of VLE

Figure 2: Improvement of VLE
Based on the above graph, it can be said that about 70% students has declared that they think that VLE should be improved for replacing the traditional approach. This can be done for improving the learning skills and memorising power of the students. Training can be provided to the teachers about virtual learning, which can help to improve their concepts and approaches strongly. Moreover, this platform can help the teachers in keeping track of the assignments by monitoring quizzes, exams and tests. Moreover, traditional learning can be replaced by virtual learning for creating course with different assessments and activities by organising consistently (Brinson, 2015). This can help the students for being ease with their lesson plans.     
5. How do you think virtual learning can be improved?
Virtual learning can be improved if the professor of the University uses course designs for motivating the students. Moreover, teachers need to encourage the students in VLE by using open communication channel. Teachers need to build the course design according to the capacity of the students. They can build the course designs by developing an opportunity of instant messaging, quick response time and live chats. This can help the adult e-learners in being integrated with the resources as per the instructions provided by the teachers. As mentioned by Cohen and Sasson (2016), for successfully building the VLE platform, the teachers need to build a structure, which can motivate the engagement level, and offers e-resources to the students from time to time.     
6. How do you think virtual learning will evolve in the future?
Virtual learning is evolved with a significant future. The platform of virtual learning is found to have a significant future because world is becoming digitalised. Moreover, this platform is providing wide options in student’s learning such as mobile learning, project-based learning, redesigned classrooms and blended learning. Using mobile learning, the students can be able to handle their study materials anywhere and anytime. This will help virtual learning platform more effective in the learning of the students. Moreover, VLE is an adaptive learning technique that is lacking in traditional education (Halili et al., 2018). Hence, with these technologies, the teachers can assess the online platforms and set teaching materials and strategies based on the learning style, needs and progress of the individual student.       
7. What is your opinion about the current learning system?
Current learning system of UWTSD London is found to be effective one, as it provides opportunities to experience and explore new learning skills. It has been found that currently the university is focused on offering wide range of learning and teaching resources to the students by using platform of Virtual learning environment. Moreover, TEL (Technology Enhanced Learning) department maintains this platform. 
8. Do you think that in the future the current learning system will be replaced with the virtual one in Schools and Universities?
	Elements 
	Total Responses 
	Response percentage 
	No of responses 

	Yes 
	20
	70
	14

	No 
	20
	20
	4

	Neutral 
	20
	10
	2


Table 4: Replacement with Virtual learning

Figure 3: Replacement with Virtual learning
Based on the question, it indicates that the virtual one for bringing effectiveness in the educational approaches can replace current learning system. The university is found to use the platform of virtual learning and can implement advanced software for solving the queries of the students followed by instant messaging and live chats. Moreover, it is observed that university is still using traditional education that can be replaced by virtual learning for improving the grades of the students in the schools and universities.   
9. How do you think the transition from the current learning system to the virtual one should be made?
	Elements 
	Total Responses 
	Response percentage 
	No of responses 

	By replacing books with tablets 
	20
	10
	2

	By replacing the teachers with the intelligent program 
	20
	20
	4

	By training and adapting teachers to use technology 
	20
	70
	14


Table 5: Process of transition from current learning system

Figure 4: Process of transition from current learning system
This table and graph shows that current learning system can be transformed to the virtual learning system by different ways. About 70% of the students feel that if the teachers gain training on VLE and learn of using technology in learning process, the transition can occur effectively. On other hand, 20% students feel that by replacing teachers with the intelligent program can help in better transition. Finally, 10% students think books can be replaced with the tablets for improving the interest level in education. 
10. How long you estimate that the current learning system will be replaced.
	Elements 
	Total Responses 
	Response percentage 
	No of responses 

	Never 
	20
	10
	2

	10 years 
	20
	60
	12

	20 years 
	20
	20
	4

	More 
	20
	10
	2


Table 6: Replacement of current learning system

Figure 5: Replacement of current learning system
As per the above graph, it is analysed that 60% students feel that replacing the current learning system can be done in 10 years because it is evolved with complete understanding of the technologies and software. Additionally, 20% students think the replacement to virtual learning needs more 20 years because it required potential grants and permission from all the educational hierarchies effectively. However, 10% students feel that the replacement can never occur because of ineffective infrastructure and support from the trustees.     
[bookmark: _Toc28257332]Conclusion and recommendation 
The recommendations that can be used for implement VLE platform in the UWTSD London are mentioned below:
· The university needs to build technological infrastructure for supporting VLE in the classrooms. Moreover, the students have to improve their learning approaches by understanding the technologies that are mainly used for VLE. 
· Moreover, teachers should be given proper training on the VLE usage so that they can upload the lecture sessions and other notes in the platform of Virtual learning without being delayed. This will help the students to get in touch with the professors even from remote locations.
· The teachers have to improve their communication process while using VLE with the students for clearing the doubts and queries of the students instantly. Otherwise, the idea of VLE can be proofed to be ineffective and can hamper the future career and growth of the students.   
From the entire research, it is found that the UWTSD London is trying to being update with the new trends of VLE in education for improving the learning experiences of the students. Moreover, it is evident that students have shown huge interest in this learning platform largely. This indicates that teachers need to implement this system for improving the educational approaches in the University. Finally, it can be conclude by saying that VLE can replace the existing education approach if proper support and resources is gained from all the associated stakeholders.   
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