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UWTSD ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION: THE EARTH’S SPHERES CONFERENCE


Environmental conservation students at UWTSD held a conference focusing on the structure and functions on the Earth’s spheres and the impacts of climate change in these areas.


The issue of climate change is currently a hot topic of discussion. To encourage an informed debate, the students invited their peers along with the course lecturers to come along while they presented their academic posters on the various spheres – cryosphere, lithosphere, magnetosphere, atmosphere, hydrosphere and biosphere, and the effects of climate change on each. They then invited the attendees and fellow speakers to ask questions and debate the information they had brought to the table, along with offering their own theories on anthropogenic links to each where possible.


Fellow student Fraser Reid attended the conference. He said: “It was interesting to see how differently they presented their information and theories compared to when my group held a similar conference last year. There were some things that I wasn’t aware of, so it just goes to show how much can change in a year.” 


Imogen Lloyd, speaking about the hydrosphere, was noted describing some of the issues it experiences: “Eutrophication is a growing concern within the hydrosphere. Anthropogenic actions, such as farming and agriculture, is a huge contributor to its continuation.” Daniel Jackson, another of the student speakers, added: “The other speakers did a great job and went into a lot of detail about their spheres and how they’re affected by climate change. I chose the magnetosphere and it was really inspiring to be able to talk about a topic I have a lot of interest in.”


One of the attendees was Sergio Garate, part time lecturer and lab technician at UWTSD. He said: “I received the invite via email and thought I’d come along to see how much they would cover. They raised a lot of valid points and had some interesting views on the climate crisis. It’s good to see a new group of students taking on environmental issues.” 


The conference may be over, but there are more topics that will be covered throughout the rest of the academic year. If you’d like to be involved or would like to know further dates and topics to attend, please contact Rebecca Macfarlane on 01792 799508.

~Ends~

For more information about this press release, please contact Rebecca Macfarlane on 1907970@student.uwtsd.ac.uk
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Picture caption:  Invitation/flyer for the Earth’s Spheres Conference


Notes to editors
· Earth Sciences introduces students to investigating how the Earth’s lithosphere, hydrosphere, cryosphere, atmosphere and biosphere are dependent upon each other.  The biosphere is fundamentally determined by Earth processes and this module presents the features of this relationship.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The conference was designed to explain how the different spheres of the Earth work, how they interact and influence one another, and how climate change is affecting that delicate balance. By examining scientific and political information, the students were encouraged to reach their own conclusions and be able to field questions on aspects that may not have been covered in their presentation in more detail.
· Find out more about Earth Sciences, Environmental Conservation and how to enrol on https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/bsc-environmental-conservation/ or email Lara Hopkinson on lara.hopkinson@uwtsd.ac.uk for an informal discussion. 
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