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HOW THE CHURCH CAME TO LOVE ASTROLOGY!

Fred Bloggs, AHSS Essay 2.
Topic: Taking one period of astrology, consider whether it assumed that the future was negotiable or fixed?
Word count: 3,200.

Introduction

We all know that mainstream Christianity is opposed to astrology and condemns it as witchcraft or 
consorting with demons and this was true of the early Church too. But there was a brief period in the 
middle ages when the church supported and promoted astrology. How did this miraculous change of heart 
happen?? This paper will examine how the church came to accept what we astrologers have always 
known: astrology is amazing because it lets you see into the future and that gives you power over other 
people! In the power struggles of the middle ages, the church played a prominent role and so its hardly 
surprizing that they wanted to get in on the action.

In this tour of early and medieval attitudes, we’ll start by looking at attitudes of the church “fathers” 
towards astrology and then see how attitudes changed in the later period.

The early church certainly condemned astrology – the catechism says astrology “is a form of divination to 
be rejected”, Augustine condemned it calling astrologers cheats and spreading blasphemous nonsense. 
But it was OK to use astrology for weather forecasting according to Nick Campion and thats a form of 
prediction itself. The Venerable Bead also condemned it but still explained how to find signs of the zodiac.

Funnily enough, though, it was a Pope who changed these attitudes – none other than Pope Sylvester in the 
year 999 who studied astrology in Spain and introduced astrology texts into Catholic Europe! Once he’d 
green-lighted astrology, kings and bishops were free to promote it. And promote it, they did – by the 12th

century, astrology was being taught in cathedral schools and universities.
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Writing for a 
magazine

This is an example of an engaging and 
well-written article in the Astrological 
Journal.

It reads well, the grammar and spelling 
are perfect, and it grabs the reader’s 
attention.

BUT…

This is not academic writing (and as it’s 
an article in a non-academic magazine, 
it’s not meant to be).

If you’re used to writing like this – don’t 
lose that skill, but you’ll need to learn a 
different skill for academic writing.

Many of us are looking toward Pluto’s ingress into 
Aquarius as the next big shift.

It signals a further step into air which began with 
the Great Mutation of 2020 when Jupiter and 
Saturn conjoined at 0° Aquarius.

An era of air might be most welcome with its less 
materialistic ethos looking beyond the physical. 
I’m sure we’re all imagining a myriad of life-
changing inventions and technological 
developments ranging from continued exploration 
of space, growth of artificial intelligence, virtual 
reality, gene therapy, human cloning, cryogenics 
and artificial wombs. 



Academic writing 
vs Popular writing

Many of us are looking toward Pluto’s ingress into 
Aquarius as the next big shift.

Who’s “us”?

What’s an “ingress 
into Aquarius”?

What’s does “a big 
shift” mean”?

Many of us are looking toward Pluto’s ingress into 
Aquarius as the next big shift.

Who’s “us”?

What’s an “ingress 
into Aquarius”?

What’s does “a big 
shift” mean”?

• Don’t use the first person: “I”, “we”

• Define your terminology

• Don’t state your opinions

• Back up your statements

Academic writing 
vs Popular writing



Many of us are looking toward Pluto’s ingress into 
Aquarius as the next big shift.

Who’s “us”?

What’s an “ingress 
into Aquarius”?

What’s does “a big 
shift” mean”?

The position of a planet can be given by expressing its position when 
projected onto the ecliptic, a value known as ecliptic longitude. Astrologers 
divide the ecliptic into twelve equal segments of thirty degrees, naming each 
segment according to a long-established tradition known as ‘signs of the 
zodiac’.1 Using this nomenclature, the dwarf planet Pluto recently moved 
into the tropical sign of Aquarius.2 Astrology correlates movements of 
planets with events on Earth, and according to Lianne McCafferty this 
ingress into the sign of Aquarius signifies ‘the next big shift’.3

1 See for example ‘The Zodiac’ in Nicholas Campion, The Ultimate Astrologer (London: Rider, 2002), p.12.
2 Due to the nature of the apparent movement of planets, Pluto has moved in and out of Aquarius, initially
moving into the sign on 23 March 2023, and will make its final ingress into Aquarius on 19 November 2024,
where it will stay for the next 20 years. Data from Solar Fire v9 software from Astrolabe Inc.

3 Lianne McCafferty, ‘Haumea and Pluto’, Astrological Journal, 16.4 (Jul/Aug 2024), 19-26 (p.19).
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It signals a further step into air which began with 
the Great Mutation of 2020 when Jupiter and 
Saturn conjoined at 0° Aquarius.

What does 
“air” mean?

What’s “a Great 
Mutation”?

McCafferty notes that this movement into an air sign4 ‘began with a Great 
Mutation of 2020 when Jupiter and Saturn conjoined at 0° Aquarius.’5

Here, McCafferty is referring to a Persian concept from the Sassanid period 
prior to the Muslim conquest of Persia in the seventh century. This concept 
links conjunctions of Saturn and Jupiter, which occur roughly every 20 years, 
usually in the same astrological element, with much longer cycles based on 
when these conjunctions change element. The ninth-century astrologer Abū 
Maʿšar stated that ‘when the conjunctions shift from one triplicity [element] 
to another… that is an indicator of the births of prophets.’6 Saturn and Jupiter 
conjoined at the start of Aquarius in 2020, and this is the ‘Great Mutation’ to 
which McCafferty is referring.

4 For definition of elements and air signs, see Campion, The Ultimate Astrologer, p.16.
5 McCafferty, ‘Haumea and Pluto’, p.19.
6 Abū Maʿšar, The Book of Religions and Dynasties in Abū Maʿšar on Historical Astrology, Keiji Yamamoto

and Charles Burnett (eds, trans) (Leiden: Brill, 2000), I.3.3, p.37.
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An era of air might be most welcome with its less 
materialistic ethos looking beyond the physical. 
I’m sure we’re all imagining a myriad of life-
changing inventions and technological 
developments ranging from continued exploration 
of space, growth of artificial intelligence, virtual 
reality, gene therapy, human cloning, cryogenics 
and artificial wombs. 

Are you sure?
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An era of air might be most welcome with its less 
materialistic ethos looking beyond the physical. 
I’m sure we’re all imagining a myriad of life-
changing inventions and technological 
developments ranging from continued exploration 
of space, growth of artificial intelligence, virtual 
reality, gene therapy, human cloning, cryogenics 
and artificial wombs. 

Unlike Abū Maʿšar, McCafferty does not mention the birth of prophets, but 
for her the shift of element could relate to ‘a myriad of life-changing 
inventions and technological developments ranging from continued 
exploration of space, growth of artificial intelligence, virtual reality, gene 
therapy, human cloning, cryogenics and artificial wombs.’7

McCafferty is not alone among astrologers in attributing paradigm shifts to a 
change of element of Jupiter/Saturn conjunctions, and the 2020 event made 
it into mainstream magazines, such as the article about it in Cosmopolitan.8

7 McCafferty, ‘Haumea and Pluto’, p.19.
8 Aliza Kelly, ‘The Great Conjunction Is Coming, and It’s Major’, Cosmopolitan 17 December 2020.

<https://www.cosmopolitan.com/lifestyle/a34978664/great-conjunction-2020-meaning-astrology/>
[accessed 29 June 2024].

Are you sure?
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Fred Bloggs, AHSS Essay 2 - RESUBMISSION
Topic: Taking one period of astrology, consider whether it assumed that the future was negotiable or fixed?
Word count: 6,300.

Introduction

This paper will examine the period of the twelfth and thirteenth centuries in Christian Europe and examine whether the astrol
assumed the future was negotiable or fixed. This period is particularly interesting since the attitudes of the Church at the 
since the times of the early Church Fathers, who had condemned astrology. Saint Augustine condemned astrology, for example, c
nonsense”.1 However, the scholar Gerbert d’Aurillac who became Pope in the year 999 had an interest in astrology and introduced the astrolabe into 
Christian Europe.2 This introduction of Arabic science into Europe blossomed further in the twelfth century, when a major translation movement s
numerous astrological texts translated from Arabic into Latin, making them available to Christian scholars in Europe. These t
in Cathedral Schools, one such school being the Cathedral School at Hereford, where astrology was taught by a teacher called 

The view of whether the astrology of that time saw the future as fixed or negotiable is particularly striking in Roger’s intr
astrology is worth studying because “it rewards you by showing you future events, and things that are hidden from most people
over other people!”4 Stating that it is possible to see future events clearly demonstrates that Roger thought the future must be fixed, as it was 

However, since the book he wrote for his students is a textbook of horary astrology, he uses a number of methods for determin
question, and some of these methods contradict each other. He ends up by stating that all areas need to be examined and that 
to be able to give a more accurate answer”. The use of the word “ideally” and “more accurate” implies that the outcome is not
therefore the future may not be fixed, but can only be forecast provisionally, in the same way that a weather forecast today 
upcoming weather but isn’t infallible.5

This paper will examine the examples given in Roger’s book and conclude that the future was not considered absolutely fixed, 
negotiation.

1 Augustine’s Confessions Vol 1, C. Hammond Loeb Classical Library 26 p.309.
2 Nicholas Campion, History of Western Astrology p.32.
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1 Augustine’s Confessions Vol 1, C. Hammond Loeb Classical Library 26 p.309.
2 Nicholas Campion, History of Western Astrology p.32.
3 Chris Mitchell, England’s First Astrology Book, Leicester 2021.
4 Mitchell, England’s First, p.31.
5 Mitchell, England’s First, p.115.
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Summary

The academic voice: the do’s and don’ts

Don’t use personal opinions or flowery language

It is obvious that the world would be a better place if kids were taught 
astrology.

One cannot help but be struck by the elegance of Smith’s writing

It is interesting to note that…





The academic voice: the do’s and don’ts

Don’t quote someone without crediting them

The increase in light pollution in the last 30 years means that communities 
have lost touch with the night sky.

Susan Freyman has conducted a long-term study of residents’ 
engagement with the night sky in various communities,12 and concluded 
that in the last 30 years that engagement has significantly reduced.





12 Susan Freyman, ‘Night Sky Engagement in Rural Communities’, Landscape 14.8 (2014), 55-80, p.73

The academic voice: the do’s and don’ts

Don’t use the first person, or put words in someone’s mouth

We can see at once that Horace of Peckham believed that the Moon was 
made of cheese. 

Horace of Peckham claimed that all planetary spheres were ‘created of 
solidified dairy matter’,5 implying that he believed the Moon to be made of 
cheese.




5 Horace of Peckham, De Lunae (tr. R. Baker) (Edinburgh: Medieval Imprints, 2017), p.138.



The academic voice: the dos and don’ts

Use primary sources where possible

Kepler invented the quintile aspect.

According to Smith, ‘Kepler invented new aspects including the quintile’.8

Regarding new aspects, Kepler stated ‘reason soon led me to add three 
more: quintile, biquintile, and sesquiquadrature’.9


Meh


8 A. Smith, Kepler’s Contribution to Astrology (London: Acme Press, 2019), p.38.
9 Johannes Kepler, ‘On the More Certain Fundamentals of Astrology’ cited in Brackenridge…

Finding your 
sources



Eduroam: Free WiFi

Sconul: sconul.ac.uk

The Warburg Institute













• Loeb Classical Library
• Early English Books Online
• JSTOR
• Brill
• Routledge



Reference, reference, reference!

Primary or secondary source?



Primary or secondary source?



Does a primary source have to be the original?

Credit: Bibliothèque nationale de France Gr. 2425, f.63v.

Ptolemy. Tetrabiblos, IV.1, trans. J. M. Ashmand (London: Davis and Dickson,1822),  p.172.

Ptolemy. Tetrabiblos, IV.1, trans. F. E. Robbins, Loeb Classical Library 435 (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1940),  p.373.



Ancient or modern?

Green argues that the Tanakh locates God in a physical location:

‘In the biblical period God was seen to dwell in a palace located on the 
far side of the upper waters that lay beyond the sky. “The heavens are 
the heavens of Y-H-W-H; the earth has He given to the children of 
Adam” (Ps. 115:16), wrote the Psalmist.’1

1 Arthur Green, Radical Judaism (New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 2010), p.34.
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Green argues that the Tanakh can be interpreted on many levels, and 
not necessarily literally:

‘In my religious life, however, I continue to embrace the text as a whole, 
as sacred artefact rather than as historical document. I enter into the 
text as a participant in an unending conversation among generations of 
Jews, enriched but essentially unfazed by critical perspectives. I 
recognise this as a postmodern perspective’.1

1 Arthur Green, Radical Judaism (New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 2010), p.85.

1 Arthur Green, Radical Judaism (New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 2010), p.85.
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Organising your sources



A useful quote. Now cite it!



Google Books



Google Books



Physical sources



Location
Note: if you don’t have access to a particular 
university library, go to www.sconul.ac.uk and click 
on “Get Access” to find out how to use their library.



Converting 
sources

7he salesl fonn of astrology









Searching folders

Cite, cite, cite!





Losing everything

• Data is stored securely somewhere in addition to your computer
• Data is accessible from any device – even your phone when you’re on the move
• Data is synched between all your devices
• Google Drive, Dropbox, OneDrive



Summary

RECORD

Great quote in class 
/ conference

Useful paragraph 
in a book / PDF

CITE

What book was it in?
What website?
What personal e-mail?

ORGANISE

Referencing software
Organised folders
Searchable keywords

How do I 
find it again?

Write it down
Take a photo
Record a voice clip
Keep an e-mail


