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Within contemporary society education policy is continually changing. Education has been at the heart of government plans for a considerable amount of time. The government entered all schools within the United Kingdom (UK) into PISA resulting in a comparison of data between the UK and other countries. 
Walker (1983) suggested that social policy can be defined as a justification to the basic development and use of social organisations who may distribute resources within different groups within society. Social policy is also discussed as being seen within many major areas including education; employment; health and housing (Bochel et al, 2005). Livermore et al (2000) agree that social policy is an activity within government in which way society’s welfare is effected. However Titmuss (1974) argued that social policy does not always enhance welfare it may in fact cause ill fare.  The Educational policy is government policy within Education with laws and rules administer the systems of education. Education is within many institutions including private nurseries, schools, colleges and universities.  Consequently the Education Policy can directly affect the education people engage throughout all ages. OECD (2012) report that there are some areas subject to discussion within the Education Policy, specifically within schools; including the school size, class sizes, school choice, school privatization, tracking,Teacher education, teachers salary, teaching methods, curricular content, graduation requirements, school investment and values that the school are expected to hold and model. Education policy analysis is the scholarly study of education policy. Its purpose is to answer questions within education, the objectives which is designed to attain the methods for attaining them and the tools measuring their success or failure.


The department for Education is led by the secretary of state for education. The permanent secretary is Johnathan Slater. The department for education has the responsible for education, children's services, higher and further education policy, apprenticeships, and wider skills in England, and equalities. 
It is the Welsh Governments (2015)  responsibility to provide advice and support to local schools, providing staff with appropriate training and development within special educational needs (SEN), the curriculum, community cohesion, further school management issues, behaviour management and the development of school policies.
It is the Welsh Government (2016) responsibility for education, training and children's services in Wales under powers devolved from the Department for Children, Schools and Families of the UK government under Schedule 5 of the Government of Wales Act 2006. It is headed by the Minister for Education, currently Kirsty Williams. The Department for Education is responsible for children’s services and education. Educational services include different settings including early years, Primary schools, secondary schools and further education policy, apprenticeships and wider skills. It is also the government’s role and responsibility to ensure children are getting taught throughout their childhood and into further education, and specific needs of a child are met and ensuring services are provided to protect and support children (Gov UK, 2019).
Sarid (2018) define education as the process of teaching and learning within organisations including schools, nurseries and colleges. Tirri (2011) however defines education as providing further knowledge to children and  to further children’s full potential increasing capacities toward developing the whole person, including emotion, motivation, volition, spirituality and sociality. 
An educational charter is a charter within education which is a key planning document setting out a schools targets and objectives. An educational charter helps guide teachers with teaching and learning programmes setting goals, aims and targets. This new educational charter means that education extends beyond acquiring knowledge or increasing cognitive capacities toward developing the whole person, including emotion, motivation, volition, spirituality and sociality (Mariano, Moran, Tirri, 2018). 
 Gandhiji believes that education is a development aiming to allow a child to achieve their best, he also believed that education can also be included within physical, intellectual and spiritual aspects. The educational philosopher John Dewey also agrees and believes the aim of education is to produce capable learners and to train individuals in the art of living together (Cole, 2011). However, Duncan and Goddard (2005) argue that the traditional form of education is often referred to as the banking model of education, where student are referred to as society needing to learn from instructors. 
The government believe that within rapid change within society throughout the decades it is now time to allow learners to take actively part in their learning to be motivated by experiences not just by developing on what they know but also using skills, attitudes and values contributing to enabling them capable learners. Change In new technology recently is driving education to change (Department of Economic and social affairs, 2020). New technology allows society to connect with others all over the world; allowing people to access a lot of information with a click of a button from a number of resources. Learners no longer need to rely on teaching staff for information or knowledge as it is all accessible through the internet. The Government would like to see schools becoming more autonomous allowing teachers to teach with greater freedom and less enquiries on what they teach pupils under their care. 
The Education Reform Act was introduced in December 1988 to transform the connection between the local authorities in England and Wales’ department of education (Her Majesty’s Stationary Office, 1989).  The National Curriculum was introduced in 1988 within England, Wales and Northern Ireland introducing GCSE exams for pupils 16 years old. The New Right's 1988 ERA placed policies with the target to achieve the goal of raising standards. The ERA 1988, has fundamentally changed the liaison between the Department of Education and Science and the local education authorities in England and Wales.
The Education Reform Act was aimed to simplify the responsibilities and roles of teachers; principles; school patrons and other adults within education and to establish the objectives and principles to support the education system and to deliver rights of children and others within education (Gov UK, 2020).
Later in 1990 Standard Assessment Tests (SATS) were introduced for children seven-years of age, this was then followed by the same assessments being introduced to eleven year olds in year 6 before pupils transitioned into Secondary School. The Education Act 1996 was later introduced to enforce that religious education was offered to pupils in maintained schools with parent’s approval, additionally with a sex education programme being offered within secondary schools (The Law library, 2018).
Mr Andrews reported that it was seen that from the international PISA assessment in 2010 and from reports by Estyn (the schools inspection body) that literacy and numeracy standards in Welsh schools need to improve (National Assembly for Wales, 2013). PISA is the OECD's Programme for International Student Assessment which measures the ability of children 15 years of age in reading, mathematics and science knowledge and skills to meet real-life challenges. Jayne Davidson as Education Minister in 2000 introduced Wales to the Pisa test ranking with first tests taken here in 2006 and first results in 2007 (Wales online, 2019). Jayne introduced Wales into the PISA as she believed that the PISA showed Wales as not being up to the standards what was believed. Prior to her intervention, Wales was not a fully-fledged member of Pisa. Until 2006 it was part of the UK's blanket entry.
Wales has led behind other UK nations since 2007 when joining the Pisa tests, a survey of standards across the globe. In 2019 figures showed that more than 4,000 pupils set PISA tests in 100 high schools across Wales within the last year. Wales’ school system was ranked as the worst in the UK since the PISA results were published in 2016.
The 2016 scores showed Wales did worse on average than the other UK nations and also had fewer high performing and more low performing students in science, reading and maths.
Therefore in 2013 Leighton Andrews the Education Minister introduced new reading and numeracy tests throughout schools for children aged seven to fourteen years of age. This was aimed to raise standards and to provide a wider picture of how children individually perform (BBC News, 2013).
In 2011, Wales performed lower than average for the Programme for international student assessment (PISA). Wales then progressed onto a school scale improvement programme reform, with the determination to develop a higher, fairly and valued performance within the education system. Its strategy is to improve student’s results within both literacy and numeracy. Wales’ action plan in 2014 reformed the ambition that learners should enjoy learning that will inspire them to achieve with support and progress within the education system. Within the transformation of the curriculum the education system will focus on four key objectives including developing a high-quality education profession; Inspirational leaders; working collaboratively to raise standards; strong and inclusive schools committed to excellence, equity and well-being; Robust assessment, evaluation and accountability arrangements supporting a self-improving system (Welsh Government, 2017). 
The first numeracy exam was introduced in 2013, it obtains a number of questions to assess basic numeracy skills such as addition, multiplication and division. The second test of numeracy was introduced in May 2014 it was aimed to assess pupil’s ability to solve problems involving numbers they are likely to face in everyday life.
Teacher autonomy is often seen in a normative way, as something professional teachers must be. It has also often been confused with freedom or teacher empowerment. This lack of conceptual clarity has consequences, not only for the conceptual understanding but also for empirical investigations of the phenomenon (Wilches, 2007). 
In 2012 Leighton Andrews reported within BBC News (2012) that there had been a wakeup call within Wales with worldwide tests for 15-year-olds showing Wales had slipped behind in 2009. Statistics showed over 50% of 15-year-olds in Wales reaching the level two standard of five or more GCSEs at A* to C grade, including English or Welsh first language and maths.
An improvement plan was introduces including a commitment for better "performance management" of head teachers. Mr Andrews reported that there had been progress, with fewer young people leaving school with no qualifications, but there was more to do, also adding that it builds on what we have achieved already and outlines what is required of everyone in our education system to drive improvement and raise standards in the future. 
James (2018) reports that the new and final version of the New National Curriculum for Wales is completed following the consultation in 2019 reforming the system for the first time in 30 years setting out what matters and progression steps within each area of learning.
The Scottish government officially implemented the new curriculum for excellence in August 2010 with new qualifications that were introduced in 2013 (The Scottish Executive, 2007). It was suggested within the national debate of education in 2002 that learning needed to become more active, challenging and enjoyable; broadening the range of learning experiences for young people; offering more choices to children and young people to meet their individual needs and to reduce the overcrowding within the curriculum (Shapira Priestley 2020). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Curriculum for Wales 2022 was reviewed and drafted with the aim to broaden learning and to support settings and schools to enable more flexibility to approaches within the education system and to provide educational leaders with support progressing them to be more innovative and creative. Whilst the curriculum was drafted children, parents and carers were approached on their own personal views in what the new curriculum intends to do. It was seen that children and young people believed that they would like to have an involvement in shaping the new curriculum and felt that their opinions should be counted and all children and young people need to be listened to as it is their education that could be affected, however parents and carers showed concern on how much children’s opinion should be listened too (Tes, 2020).
The Curriculum for Wales guidance was published in January 2020 with the aims to support schools develop its own curriculum it will enable pupils develop towards the four purposes of the curriculum aimed for every child in Wales. The new curriculum for Wales’s framework will also be appropriate for other settings including private nursery settings and pupil referral units (PRU’s). 
The Curriculum for Wales delivers the same core aim for every pupil in Wales ensuring that every child should be ambitious; capable learners; healthy; confident pupils; enterprising; creative contributors ready to play a full part in life and work. In Brief (2019) identify that the new curriculum for Wales will comprise of six Areas of Learning and Experience (AoLEs) including expressive arts; health and well-being; humanities; languages, literacy and communication; mathematics and numeracy and science and technology. Each AoLE supports four purposes which include ambitious, capable learners, enterprising, creative contributors, ethical, informed citizens, Healthy, confident individuals.
The change to the national curriculum is set to improve education within the experiences, knowledge and skills that children and young people need for employment, lifelong learning and active citizenship. It is set to deliver a broad but balanced education within Wales, with the objective to set four purposes with high expectations from all pupils. The new change to the national curriculum for Wales is intended to help practitioners have a more combined approach to learning; supporting schools within designing their own assessment and curriculum to ensure every pupils needs to the new curriculum are met within a schools setting (Welsh Government, 2020).
The overhaul of Wales’ curriculum has been reformed by Professor Graham Donaldson.
Professor Donaldson was commissioned in May 2014 by the Welsh Government to design the new curriculum for Wales. Donaldson also commissioned the curriculum in Scotland in 2010.  The new curriculum for Wales 2020 aims to prepare children and young people for life skills, and to support their abilities to learn new skills in a more positive and creative way. The new curriculum is proposed that all schools will be required to implement their own curriculums by 2022 for all pupils including year 7 pupils. Secondary schools will be expected then to roll out their curriculum on a year by year basis with year 8’s curriculum to be enforce by September 2026. The new curriculum is set out to support children with up to date technology as when the 1993 curriculum was set no tablets; smartphones did not exist so the new digital competence framework is being introduced to present digital skills (UK Government 2018).
The new curriculum has not yet been implemented so it is unknown if it will be successful or not but with the world changing and technology being more advanced the curriculum will prepare learners for the new 21st century digital world.
In September 2017 it was reported by Lindsay Patterson (2018) that there were concerns that new curriculum in Scotland was going to be disastrous for pupils, the reasons raising these concerns was the absence of academic rigour and how it was dumbing down of the curriculum. However, the Scottish government studies revealed that the literacy and numeracy results did suggest that things within the curriculum could possibly not get any better and may in some ways be getting worse. It was emphasised by John Swinney the Education secretary the importance of making improvements and new guidance was then issued (BBC News, 2017). 
It was reported within the commissioner for the United Nations Convention Rights of the Child (UNCRC) that in 2016 the Welsh government pledged to work together with the UNCRC combining the rights of the child into the new curriculum (House of Lords, 2015). The commitment made by the government is desired however it has been seen that there is still progress that is required within education and school assessments. Sally Holland the UNCRC commissioner believes that human rights should integrate within the curriculum introducing the values within learner’s skills and attitudes with a clear and meaningful understanding (UNICEF, 2020).  
It is important to introduce human and children’s rights within the National curriculum to encourage children and young people (C & YP) to value their rights as a guide within their relationships with others. This will also encourage C & YP to assess their own attitudes and behaviours towards others to gain respect and friendships. 
Conclusion 
This essay has looked at legislation and curriculums within the UK also a particular focus has been on the welsh curriculum which was established by the Welsh government after devolution in the late 1990’s. Wales has and continues to place wellbeing at the heart of curriculum and legislation. It has been highlighted that Wales has not performed at its best these results have been documented through PISA testing so the Welsh curriculum now is focusing less on results and league tables and more on the capability and achievement of the children.  
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