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Hieroglyphs for Beginners

This module introduces students to the basics of writing and reading of Middle Egyptian
written in hieroglyphs. Students will gain the ability to read basic vocabulary and recognise
key formulae, titles and names repeated on Egyptian material culture which will facilitate
reading of objects in successive modules.

Credits: 20
Lecturer: Assoc Prof Katharina Zinn

LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:

o Know the language and writing system of ancient Egypt and are aware of the impact
and the social role of orality and literacy within past societies

o Read and translate basic formulaic texts found especially in the funerary sphere by
application of grammatical rules

o Are aware about epigraphic methods necessary when dealing with inscribed objects

ASSESSMENT

The assessment is a portfolio of 4 parts. In order to pass the module, you will need an
overall portfolio pass mark of 40+.

a. In-class test: one-consonant signs, 10 min (worth 350 words), 02/10/2025 (15%
of portfolio mark)

b. In-class test: more-consonant signs, 15 min (worth 450 words), 09/10/2025
(15% of portfolio mark)

c. In-class test: reading direction, 20 min (worth 700 words), 23/10/2025 (20% of
portfolio mark)

d. In-class test: reading and grammar, 90 min (worth 2500 words), 14/01/2026
(50% of portfolio mark)

We will undertake in-class exercises to prepare for parts a-c and have a look at a Mock
Portfolio d exercise. The best preparation for each part of the portfolio is attendance and
collaboration in class.



Syllabus:

This module — 36 contact hours — will be taught over the full semester 1 (long and thin)
with one session per week.

The following shows the planned topics. It might be that we will be faster or slower and |
will adapt each session accordingly. As this is an interactive language class, you are also
expected to do homework from one week to the other in order to consolidate the learned
stuff. Additional tasks (such as finishing exercise) might be given as well.

Date Title Readings / Notes
H1 a) Introduction: one and more Manley ch. 1, 3-4,6-7,9,13; sign list pp. 144-
Thu 25/09 consonant signs, transliteration, 153.
@ 2pm in Gardiner sign list (and other sign | Allen 2000, lesson 2-3
TLO3 lists) Collier/Manley, 1-18
(Welcome Hoch 1998.
Week) Gardiner 1957. 438-548 (Gardiner Sign List)
b) Societies and writing — mind- Manley, pp. 112-121
mapping the importance of Zinn 2012a-c
writing Bestock 2013
c) Literacy in ancient Egypt Zinn. 2018
Zinn 2012¢c
H2 a) Portfolio 1 In-class test: One-
Thu 02/10 consonant-signs
@2pmin | b) Language and writing system of | Manley, ch. 14
TLO7 Ancient Egypt
c) Calligraphy: how to write nice Fischer 1979.
hieroglyphs?
d) Reading Directions Manley, ch.2
H3 a) Portfolio 2 In-class test: More-
Thu 09/10 consonant-signs
@2pmin | b) Royal names Manley, pp. 82-96
TLO3 c) Exercise Sign order and reading | Manley, ch. 19
first words
d) The Offering Formula
H4 a) Reading Merire Manley, pp. 10-14,
Thu 16/10 | b) We love grammar — offering Manley, pp. 44-48
@2pm in formulae and grammatical Allen 2000, lesson 4-5
TLO3 structures: word order
H5 a) Portfolio 3 In-class test: Royal
Thu 23/10 names, signs and words
@2pmin | b) Other formulaic object types Manley, pp. 49-81
TLO3 (funerary cones) and longer texts
c) How to use a dictionary: Faulkner 1991
introduction and exercise




H6 a) More grammar: Nouns Allen 2000, lesson 4 (esp. 4.10-4.13)
Wed 29/10 | b) Pub Quiz
@Tzlfmz] N T'c) Even more grammar: suffix Allen 2000, lesson 5.1.-5.3.
0 Pronouns
(Reading
Week)
H7 a) Exercises nouns and suffix
Fri 07/11 pronouns
@1pmin |P) Even more grammar: Pronouns — | Allen 2000, lesson 5.4-5.11
Flemming, dependent / independent /
Halliwell interrogative
H8 a) Even more grammar: Adjectives | Allen 2000, lesson 6
Fri 14/11
@1pmin )" Fxercise noun phrases
Flemming,
Halliwell
Fri 21/11 | There will be no teaching during these two weeks, as Katharina will be in Egypt. The
Fri 28/11 | classes will be frontloaded into the sessions on Thu 25/09 (Welcome Week) and Wed
29/10 (Reading Week).
H9 a) More grammar around nouns — Allen 2000, lesson 7
Wed 03/12 connections and possessions
@1:30 in (noun phrases) with exercise
TL10 b) Reading the Stela of Shenwy Manley, pp. 68-77
and Hedjret (UCL4334)
H10 Ouir first sentences: combinations of | Allen 2000, lesson 8-9
Wed 10/12 | houns, adjectives — nominal
@1:30in | sentences
TLO3
H11 Further nonverbal sentences Allen 2000, lesson 7 (esp. 7.2-7.5)
07/01/26 | (adjectival and adverbial)
@1:30in | MOCK in-class test
TLO1
H12 Portfolio 4 In-class test: reading
14/01/26 | and grammar
@1:30 in

TLO1
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