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The young age population including children are more exposed to experiencing crimes due to their vulnerable nature from very old times in any other country of the world (Clark, H., et.al., 2020). Different legislation and initiatives have been introduced by governments of several countries to battle crimes against children and provide them with an environment which is secure and fearless which as a result reduced it to some extent but not fully diminished it. In the year 1870, crimes against children had been drawn under the light first time and the government tried to control with new law-making and set up infrastructure to address such crimes and battling over them. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child or the UNCRC has been signed in 1989 to protect the young age population and children from crimes worldwide and ensuring their welfare as well (Cornu, C., 2016). From the year 1989 onwards, change can be observed in minimizing crimes against children and the young age population as strict laws have been enforced and several actions had been taken against the culprits accused of performing crimes against children and the young population worldwide. Children with disability are more vulnerable to crimes than normal children which insisted the UNCRC to setting up a more focused approach toward disabled children so that their rights and protection can be maximized and ensured (Ronoh, S., et.al., 2015). 
A recent report published by UN Human Rights stated that near about 100million children are homeless and a huge percentage of them are working in the streets for survival which is violating the code of conduct introduced by UNCRC (Raffaelli, M. and Koller, S.H., 2016). The report will try to understand the forces that are bringing changes to protecting the rights of young age people and children worldwide and developing social construction by comparing the societal mindsets of historical times. It will determine the patterns in terms of the changeability of social construction for protecting the welfare of children, the young age population, and as well as their families. 
[bookmark: _Toc102497531]Childhood definitions and comparisons
Childhood is the age which is termed between the age of puberty and infancy which means from 1year of age to 13 years of age is known as childhood (Lawrence, K., et.al., 2015). Another definition that can be found over childhood is until 18 years of age since birth is called the age of childhood. The Cambridge dictionary also asserts that a boy or girl becomes an adult after the age of 18 and before that, the period is termed as their childhood. For understanding the concept of childhood, one should consider determining from what age to which age a boy or a girl should be called a child and that period is termed childhood.  Besides, another source is defining childhood as the initial stage of development where a human being develops their potential and strengthens existence (Benson, P.L., et.al., 2019). Though, a dissertation can be found on the definition of childhood stating that the government of a country decides which age should be the threshold of being an adult and under that age, the period is called childhood. In most of the countries in the world, 18 years are majorly considered the age of becoming an adult and below that, a boy or a girl is termed a child. 
[bookmark: _Toc102497532]Changes are seen in the lives of children and their families from historical to present times
After the year 1989, once the UNCRC is formed, it can be observed that crimes against children and young age people have drastically reduced in the UK and other parts of the world. Cases of homicide have been recorded less and awareness of families has increased regarding the recording of legal cases against violence against children.  A recent report disclosed in the 2008-2009 period was stating that cases of violence against children under the age of 1year were 54 in every million children in the 1998-1999 period which have reduced to 27 per million. 
Many renowned historians have shared their observations on childhood stating that before the seventeenth century there was no concept present in the society regarding childhood and children often performed their duties alike other senior family members present in the house (Rahikainen, M., 2017). They work for earning wages and take responsibility for their families. But, after the nineteenth century, the mindset has changed drastically as parents now have become responsible to bear the liability of their children and providing them food, shelter, love, and protection. Before that period, mainly, in the seventeenth century, children are often termed mini-adults and had no space to get protection from crimes and getting welfare. The illustration of Locke (1632-1734) had shown the light on this concept of childhood where it has been stated that children should be nurtured by parents in such a manner that they can become a responsible citizen in future and contribute to the development of the society (Caillau-Foster, I., 2017). It means that whether a child becomes good or bad, the parents must take responsibility for the consequences as they are the legal agent of the child. The Locke illustration also conveys a message displaying the disastrous picture of children in the seventeenth century where the children were sent to workhouses or often sent to prison and found eating rotten meals for survival which is a violation of children’s rights. Though the situation has changed right now, and children are now sent to schools to become educated and participate in social construction once they become adults. 
At present times, one significant incident has been found in the UK where the recording of the child protection plan increased to some extent as the new law enforcement by the government on protecting the rights of children has taken place and parents have positively taken part in it. Though the decline of child abuse cases including sexual assault and abuse is merely seen in developed countries (Hillis, S., et.al., 2016). But, in developing countries, the situation is not as per the expectation as people are not aware of their rights and do not record assault cases to regulatory bodies. In 2010, the child protection plan is increased to 40000 cases comparing its inception in 2006 with 26000 cases which means parents became more aware and transparent about the enforced law and participated in it to ensure maximum protection for their children. Similar instances can be seen in Northern Ireland where registration of child protection plans has increased drastically since the year 2003. Below, are some of the common legislations discussed on protecting the welfare of children, the young age population, and their families.
· Children’s Act, 2014 has been introduced replacing the Juvenile Justice Act, 2000 for addressing conflicts of law by children and ensuring protection to them as well |( Haines, K. and Case, S., 2015).
· Helpless children are provided care as much as possible and will be allocated needed resources to develop their potential on becoming responsible citizens in adulthood. 
· Special care and protection will be given to children whose parents got separated.
· Parents will be provided leave for caring for their children and allowed to work flexible working hours so that they can care for and spent time with their children mutually as per the new children’s rights policy. 
· Children with special abilities will be provided special education as per their needs and be cared for with the newly introduced structure of childcare. 
· Both father and mother of a child will be allowed to work mutually on their professional aspects and share time with family as well so that the child gets both the time and care of father and mother. 
· Childcare plan can be increased to the 21years of the age of the children as it is the age from where they will be considered adults. 
· The family Justice review in Wales had considered processing change of the system by which families’ welfare is ensured.
· They will get leave on their work and get paid for it if the reason behind absence from work is childcare. 
The above discussion shows how different policies have changed the entire system of childcare and how the lives of families with children have changed for betterment. 
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Child abuse cases have reduced significantly after the introduction of policies related to childcare and protecting their rights (Pelton, L.H., 2015). Incidents of child abuse and crimes against them have been addressed by the government and legal actions have been taken to ensure the proper implementation of laws and regulations. Parents became more aware of seeing punishments for culprits which makes it possible to reduce the crimes and as well as supplied courage to parents and relatives of the children to come up with cases of child abuse and sexual harassment. It helped the law to be more active and generated fear amongst culprits who are performing crimes against children and the young age population. Parents also become more active in safeguarding their children which created a sense of awareness in society on addressing and tackling such crime incidences against children. They become more protective of their children which resulted in lower crime cases against children. UNCRC and their regulations have made it clear about what will be termed as child abuse by stating that ill-treating children, touching their body parts, and assaulting them physically and sexually will be considered child abuse (Goldschmidt-Gjerløw, B., 2019). Such transparent policies made it easy for the parents to address any mishap with their child and report to the authorized body for getting a proper judgement. Different instances of strict punishments to culprits associated with crimes against children have taught lessons to the society and a change in social construction can be observed afterwards. Children are now looked after with attention by families as earlier they are negligible which created the scenario of childcare and consequently the cases of child abuse get dropped to a large extent.  Cases regarding violating childcare started to expose and strict reactions from the government became the force to reduce such crimes further in the UK which resulted in a more vigilant environment for children in the society at that time as the change had started to happen in the mindset of the society. 
However, concerns about the healthcare aspects of children, inequalities are still found in the society which is directly linked to economical inequalities among parents. The World Health Organization has disclosed a survey stating that children of rich parents are living healthier life compared to the children of poor parents as many facilities such as eating habits, nutrition, etc. are different for children belonging to poor families (Sarma, H., et.al., 2017). Health inequalities have been addressed by England government in 1997 and focused on narrowing the gap between health inequalities by introducing several initiatives such as increasing the life expectancy of the local population. Such initiatives of the government are mainly focused on the unprivileged people who have lower income and after 10 or more years in 2010, a drastic downfall in health inequalities has been observed by the government. 
[bookmark: _Toc102497534]Range of approaches and interventions and their effectiveness in supporting vulnerable children, young people, and families in present times 
Developing a child is not an easy task for any parent as it requires an appropriate atmosphere in terms of economic stability, emotional adjustment, balanced lifestyle of the child’s family, etc. (Garbarino, J., 2017). Children should be protected in terms of availability of foods, water, proper temperature to live, etc. for development. Their development also requires the favourable socio-economic atmosphere of the parents in terms of wealth, income ability, family status, etc. Parenting experience also becomes the dependent factor of child development as the relationship between parents, and their approach of love and affection towards the children determines how the child will be developed. The intellectual atmosphere is also liable for the child’s development as to how the child read, explores, and learns things from their society and parents will determine their future doings. Hence, different atmospheres related to intellectual, psychosocial, socio-economic, etc. has insisted different policies regarding childcare protection rights to change and become appropriate according to the environment where a child is brought up. Such initiatives are taken by the government to help the society be reconstruct and aware of childcare and their rights. Actions taken against culprits accused of crimes against children have created instances which rebuild the society and generated confidence in parents to come up with cases which as a result reduced the crimes in actual. The policies introduced for mitigating gaps in health inequalities in 2010 have ensured proper protection for children with disabilities and supported victimized children with mental assistance and care (Hamelmann, C., 2017). 
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Parents need to spend more time with their children and learn about their likes and dislikes. Children should be provided with such an atmosphere where they can share incidents with their parents freely. Training people about childcare and making them aware of child rights is very much important to get expected results regarding the reduction of child abuse cases and crimes against children and the young age population. Developing practices within society related to the protection of children’s interests in also needed. Addressing people who have disorders related to psychology is also needed as they are more prone to do crimes against children, hence, identifying them and providing them treatment is the need of the hour in battling crimes against children. Actions taken against culprits should need to be displayed in society so that a sense of fear works in the mindsets of people who are thinking to do wrong deeds with children. Supervising an offender for the long term is needed as they are the ones who are prone to do the crime again. Using technology is also needed for tracking the movement of children and ensuring their safety. Above all, children should be trained in such a manner that they develop the ability to protect themselves and acquire a sense of understanding of risks. 
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It is the adults who should take the responsibility of safeguarding children as they have the strengths and ability to battle mishaps and crimes against children. Because children are weak and cannot judge what is right or wrong, hence, it should be a social approach to ensure child protection. Government plays their duties by bringing regulations and acting on tacking crimes against children, but the population and society should be aware enough to establish such regulations and provide children with their rights. The study also focused on addressing the social constrictive changes happening over centuries which shows that the primary duty is always up to the population as they decide how the society will be. Besides, parents need to be more vigilant in caring for their children and understanding their problems as they are the ones who are more attached to their children and address if any mishap happens to their children. Basically, participation of all requires in society to ensure child rights and ending crimes against the children. 
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