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Slide 1:
Introduction
Hello and welcome to tackling the impact of poverty on education, presented by Sally England, Chloe Williams & Nicola Cooper.
Slide 2:
A 'wicked' problem is a complex social or cultural issue that is almost impossible to completely eradicate due to ever-changing interconnected factors that are difficult to resolve (Spicker, 2016)
Poverty is a 'wicked' problem that acts as a complex and multifaceted barrier to educational attainment for many young people.
We chose to research poverty because it is more complicated than just a lack of money; directly and negatively affecting the young people we work with daily.
We chose to research poverty to further understand its detrimental effects and to try to find how it could be alleviated.

Slide 3:
The line graph on this slide displays the percentage of individuals living in income poverty in Wales between the years of 1997 to 2020 according to the Welsh Government's Child Poverty Strategy 2015 & 2022.
Interestingly, it indicates that children consistently experienced the highest income poverty rates, rising to 31% between 2017-2020.
Income poverty has a direct, negative affect on children by restricting access to basic essentials; physical necessities like nutritious food, clean water, safe shelter, and appropriate clothing, alongside vital emotional needs such as love, security, consistent care, and encouragement (Child poverty strategy, 2020)
Our group has decided to focus on the following four interconnected areas that poverty impacts and to consider ways to alleviate the problems they cause:
Housing and living conditions
Education gaps 
Social and economic impact
Food insecurity and health issues 

Slide 4:
Renting a property disproportionately affects low-income households (Birt, 2026). Why not implement fair rent control that is mandatory across all councils in Wales & applies to both the private & social sectors to ensure equity? Housing insecurity and poverty are intricately connected with around 22% of the population living in income poverty (Bevan Foundation, 2020). Why not enhance tenancy security and provide longer, affordable and stable tenancies? The scarcity of affordable social housing has worsened poverty with 51% of renters in Wales living in private rented accommodation (Birt, 2026). Why not maximise existing, empty housing stock by bringing them back into use? Why not adapt and repurpose abandoned buildings? Why not increase the percentage of social housing in all new developments?
1 in 3 children in Wales is growing up in poor quality housing with damp, mould & inadequate energy efficiency in the private rented sector (Birt, 2026). Why not enforce stricter housing standards? Why not offer to financially support small scale repair costs to private landlords as an incentive and to support low-income families?
Research indicates that overcrowding rates are higher in Wales. Children are disproportionately impacted and have limited opportunities for social & economic mobility as they enter adulthood (Agency, 2026). Why not offer cash incentives to those who could potentially downsize to a smaller property as encouragement? Why not offer easier processes for social housing home swaps? Why not provide renters with the opportunity to purchase their house under a scheme monitored by the Government?

Slide 5:
Poor educational attainment and poverty create a self-perpetuating cycle: poverty restricts access to quality education and resources, leading to lower academic achievement (ESTYN, 2024).
Provide grants for school clothing for all pupils; a sense of belonging in school is vital to successful wellbeing and attainment!
Why not supply all learners with suitable digital resources regardless of their socio-economic circumstances? Prevent limited access which widens gaps in knowledge!
Breaking down barriers to learning will develop vital academic, social, emotional & communication skills which are necessary for the future & thriving in society
Why not improve intergenerational economic opportunities by focusing on improvements in earlier life and attainment of qualifications. Focusing on developing support while learners are young will enhance future opportunities, earning potential, and overall economic growth.


Slide 6:
Poverty creates a considerable number of barriers to accessing quality education (Limegreentangerine, 2024):
Why do postcodes determine academic fate? What if a fairer possibility existed? Could the Government end inequality? The educational attainment gap could be eliminated if schools were better funded to support low-income families irrespective of postcode.
Why does investing in educational resources appear to be low on the Government's list of priorities when the learners are the future of the country? Direct costs and a lack of resources due to years of underfunding need to change! Give every school additional funding that is not linked to outcomes and allow the funding to be used in the most appropriate way chosen by the school; after all they know their learners and school community best! 


Slide 7:
Education could support improving those who are 'caught' in the poverty trap by:
Breaking the cycle - Help end educational inequality and ensure every child has the chance to thrive.
Skills acquisition - Help children from low-income families gain foundational skills & make sure they are prevented from falling behind their peers at an early age!
Economic growth - Education fosters critical thinking, problem-solving, and creativity. 
Simply put - educated people earn more, pay more tax and put less strain on the Welsh Government's budget to support those claiming welfare (Concern worldwide, 2025).
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The line graph on this slide displays the percentage of individuals living in income
poverty in Wales between the years of 1997 to 2020 according to the Welsh
Government's Child Poverty Strategy 2015 & 2022.

Interestingly, it indicates that children consistently experienced the highest income
poverty rates, rising to 31% between 2017-2020.

Income poverty has a direct, negative affect on children by restricting access to basic
essentials; physical necessities like nutritious food, clean water, safe shelter, and
appropriate clothing, alongside vital emotional needs such as love, security,
consistent care, and encouragement (Child poverty strategy, 2020)

Our group has decided to focus on the following four interconnected areas that
poverty impacts and to consider ways to alleviate the problems they cause:
Housing and living conditions

Education gaps

Social and economic impact

Food insecurity and health issues
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What s the link between living conditions & poverty

Renting a property disproportionately affects low-income households (Birt, 2026).
Why not implement fair rent control that is mandatory across all councils in Wales &
applies to both the private & social sectors to ensure equity? Housing insecurity and
poverty are intricately connected with around 22% of the population living in income
poverty (Bevan Foundation, 2020). Why not enhance tenancy security and provide
longer, affordable and stable tenancies?

The scarcity of affordable social housing has worsened poverty with 51% of renters in
Wales living in private rented accommodation (Birt, 2026). Why not maximise
existing, empty housing stock by bringing them back into use? Why not adapt and
repurpose abandoned buildings? Why not increase the percentage of social housing
in all new developments?

1in 3 children in Wales is growing up in poor quality housing with damp, mould &
inadequate energy efficiency in the private rented sector (Birt, 2026). Why not
enforce stricter housing standards? Why not offer to financially support small scale
repair costs to private landlords as an incentive and to support low-income families?
Research indicates that overcrowding rates are higher in Wales. Children are
disproportionately impacted and have limited opportunities for social & economic
mobility as they enter adulthood (Agency, 2026). Why not offer cash incentives to

those who could potentially downsize to a smaller property as encouragement? Why
not offer easier processes for social housing home swaps? Why not provide renters
the opportunity to purchase their house under a scheme monitored by the
Government?
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Poor educational attainment and poverty create a self-perpetuating cycle: poverty
restricts access to quality education and resources, leading to lower academic
achievement (ESTYN, 2024).

Provide grants for school clothing for all pupils; a sense of belonging in school is vital
to successful wellbeing and attainment!

Why not supply all learners with suitable digital resources regardless of their socio-
economic circumstances? Prevent limited access which widens gaps in knowledge!
Breaking down barriers to leaming will develop vital academic, social, emotional &
communication skills which are necessary for the future & thriving in society

Why not improve intergenerational economic opportunities by focusing on
improvements in earlier life and attainment of qualifications . Focusing on developing
support while learners are young will enhance future opportunities, earning potential
and overall economic growth.





image7.png
Poverty creates a considerable number of barriers to accessing quality education
(Limegreentangerine, 2024):
Why do postcodes determine academic fate? What if a fairer possibility existed?
Could the Government end inequality? The educational attainment gap could be
eliminated if schools were better funded to support low-income families irrespective
of postcode.

Why does investing in educational resources appear to be low on the Government's
list of priorities when the learners are the future of the country? Direct costs and a
lack of resources due to years of underfunding needs to change! Give every school
additional funding that is not linked to outcomes and allow the funding to be used in
the most appropriate way chosen by the school; after all they know their learners and
school community best!





image8.png
- WE’REJCAUGHT
IN ASTRAP

Education could support improving those who are 'caught' in the poverty trap by:

« Breaking the cycle - Help end educational inequality and ensure every child has the
chance to thrive.

« Skills acquisition - Help children from low-income families gain foundational skills
& make sure they are prevented from falling behind their peers at an early age!.

« Economic growth - Education fosters critical thinking, problem-solving, and
creativity.

Simply put - educated people earn more, pay more tax and put less strain on the

Welsh Government's budget to support those claiming welfare (Concern worldwide,

2025).





image9.png
References
Sally

Agency, P.N. (2026) New figures show 13 million in poverty in UK including four million children, North Wales Chronicle. Available at:

dren/ (Accessed: 30 March 2026)
(Accessed: 30 March 2026)

Articles (2024) Hwb. Available at 19
Balancing the paradox: Rethinking leadership or teacher agency (2024) Big Education. Available at:
cader < (Accessed: 24 March 2026)

. C.(2026) Next Welsh Government must drive down poverty in Wales, Joseph Rowntree Foundation. Available o: b

Apri 2026).
Child poverty strategy 2015: Progress report 2022 [HTML] (no date) GOV.WALES. Available at: hitp:
(Accessed: 30 March 2026)

ElvisMovie (2022) Were caugh in a rap Elvis Presley GIF - were caught ina trap Elvis Presley Austin Butlr - discover and share gifs, Tenor. Available at
GBlview/were-c

ESTYN (202¢) Impact of poverty on educational attainment, support ~estun, Available ot
n odf (Accessed: 30 March 2026)

Horms, M.8. and Garrett-Ruffin, §.D. (2023) Disrupting links between poverty, chronic stress, and educationalinequality, NPJ science of earning. Available
articles/PMC10662171/% 8. (Accessed: 11 April

2026).

How does education affect poverty? (no date) Concern Worldwide. Available at:
2026).

Johnson-Woods, C. (2023a) Complex wicked problems | thrive project. Available at: htt
(Accessed: 30 March 2026)

Limsgrssasangsiine (202¢) The price o Pupil Poverty Pojectacking the impact of poverty on educaton programme, Children in Wales. Available t
Nikz Bennie (2025)Fa(ebook Available at: b
(Accessed: 30 March 2026)

Rodriguez (2020) Understanding how poverty is the main barrier to education, Global Citizen. Available at: htt

erty (Accessed: 16 April

(Accessed: 11 April 2026).
(2020) Solving poverty: Reforming help with housing costs - Bevan Foundation. Available at: https.

h (Accessed: 30 March 2026)
Spicker, P_(2016) Poverty as a wicked problem. - apenajt@rgu. Available at
March 2026).

(Accessed: 30





image1.png
Prifysgol Cymru
; Y Drindod Dewi Sant

< University of Wales
Trinity Saint David




image2.png
Foundation Degre Incusive Education
Contemperary Challenges Malking a Diference
ECIEI00

Tackling the impact of poverty on education; a wicked problem.

Presented by Sally England (slides 1-7), Chloe Williams (slides 8- 2)& Nicola Cooper (slides 10-?).
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A 'wicked' problem is a complex social or cultural issue that is almost impossible to
completely eradicate due to ever-changing interconnected factors that are difficult to
resolve (Spicker, 2016)

Poverty is a 'wicked' problem that acts as a complex and multifaceted barrier to
educational attainment for many young people.

We chose to research poverty because it is more complicated than just a lack of
money; directly and negatively affecting the young people we work with daily.

We chose to research poverty to further understand its detrimental effect and to try
to find how it could be alleviated.





