Substance abuse 
[bookmark: _Int_hJDbbnXc]Substance abuse according to (mayo clinic) is known as a disease in which affects the brain and behaviour of a person. In most paths the journey of substance abuse usually leads to the inability to control the use of substances. This could range from legal or illegal drugs or medicine. Alcohol, nicotine, and marijuana are also considered as drugs and people may continue to use them despite the harm it could cause in the long run. 
According to KGA there is a correlation between substance abuse and crime rates. However just because someone has a drug addiction it is not a guaranteed indication that they are going to commit a crime or that they will in the future. “Correlation is not causation.” There are many ways in which drug abuse can influence crime rates, the most impactful changes in which a person will go through are the character changes and the social changes. 
Solvent abuse is another substance that people may not realise they are misusing. It States in (Re-solv) that people mistakenly assume these products because they are legal and can be held in households as everyday products. These products could be things as simple as felt tip markers or glue. When these gases and solvents are deliberately inhaled there is a risk of unpredictable death and there is no way to avoid this risk. Recognising solvent abuse can appear to be a lot like alcohol abuse. The immediate symptoms of solvent abuse include slurred speech, dilated pupils, feeling nauseated with no interest in consuming food, and even hallucinations. 
According to (NHS) alcohol abuse is when you drink in a way in which is harmful to yourself or when you rely on alcohol this is known as alcoholism. Both men and women are advised not to drink any more than fourteen units per week to keep health risks from alcohol at a low level. These units are recommended to be spread out throughout the week rather than being consumed within a day. Short term risks from alcohol misuse include accidents and injuries which could require hospital treatment. Heavy use of alcohol could result in violent behaviour, or you could potentially be a victim of violence. Unprotected sex which could lead to unplanned pregnancy or sexually transmitted infections. Another short-term risk is alcohol poisoning which in most cases causes vomiting but there are risks of seizures and falling unconscious which could lead to a person being in more danger. Long term risks of alcohol abuse include heart disease, strokes, liver cancer, bowel cancer, mouth cancer and damage to the brain. As well as the risk of serious health conditions alcohol abuse can lead to social problems such as unemployment or homelessness. 
According to (National institutes of Health) people use drugs for various reasons which include making themselves feel good, for a better performance whether that is at work or school, to fit in with the crowd this is a quite common reason amongst young people and teenagers. It is common for people who struggle with mental health issues and depression to turn to drugs because they see it as a way out or a release to numb the pain and be able to forget about everything. Most addictions start with experimenting and people do not realise as soon as you start your body will start to rely on it. When drugs are taken, they excite a part of the brain that makes you feel good. However, after a while of taking the drug, your body gets used to it. This means eventually you will need to take more of the drug to get that same good feeling. 
It states in (justice.gov) that drug abuse does not just result in negative consequences for the individual but it also has an impact on that persons family, friends, various businesses, and government resources.
According to (oxford bibliographies) drugs and crime are related in at least three ways. The first stage is the immediate effect in which drugs have on the mind and which could create a mental or physical state which facilitates to someone committing a crime. The second stage is when a drug user craves the drug they are using but doesn't have the funds. Situations like these could lead to crimes such as burglary, robbery, or theft which leaves other people in predatory situations. The third stage in which crimes and drugs are related is some psychoactive substances which are illegal to use and trade. When these types of drugs are being distributed the market participants are not likely to report to the police. The participants are more likely to retaliate towards the police if the drug distribution is reported. 
In conclusion drugs and crime rates are related because drug users crave that same good feeling in their brains which motivates them to commit crimes such as robbery. This effects our society because it stops us from feeling safe because there is always a risk of being stuck in predatory situations. Substance abuse also has a huge affect on public services and police because it can lead to increased risk of accidents and unexpected retaliation. 
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