[bookmark: _Int_ptu5s8OY][bookmark: _Int_ZUqRZV7g][bookmark: _Int_4oyNTXIX][bookmark: _Int_5QfxnGcT][bookmark: _Int_5Wp6Emx1]In this study it will be the goal to conduct an investigation into how history can be experienced and or told differently from person to person. Including, its outcomes we investigate these events.[1] In order to conduct this investigation, the process chosen to gather information was decided to be thorough the methods of a questionnaire. The idea was to ask a chosen individual to recount curtain events that had occurred during they’re lifetime. Some questions would aim to be quite personal to the person such as what they know of their own family ancestry, family occupations and or where and when they grew up. Other questions will revolve around events of the period they were living through. Such as, about period-based politics and or social issues of the past that they remember that might have even affected their day to day lives.[2] Then I will conduct an analysis of the information found in the investigation and the pros and cons of verbally transmitted history including a summary of the overall findings. 	Comment by Paul Wright: Could link this to secondary material 
e.g Dymond, D. P., & British Association for Local History. (1989). Writing local history : a practical guide (2nd ed.). Published for the British Association for Local History by Phillimore & co.
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[bookmark: _Int_jUYKQpOS][bookmark: _Int_nIJW5eIx]Firstly, my goal was to try to find a person to conduct this investigation with. Most importantly someone who had a good grasp of the work being done not just in the world at the time but politically, socially, and locally. I had decided to look within my own family for the questionnaire. First, I had asked my grandparents who had a decent grasp of the political situation of their times of which they were born in the late 50’s to early 60’s. However, they understandably did not wish to share some of the more uncomfortable situations many families during that period shared due to it being too uncomfortable and or personal. Then I had decided to ask my parents. Furthermore, quickly I had come to recognise my mother to be an unreliable source for the questionnaire. This is because she struggled to accurately describe the events of the period some of which being incorrect. Including a hazy picture of family life and history being relatively weak. That is when I had asked my father a few test questions based on my themes of my questionnaire. That is when I had finally come to my final decision to interview my father for my investigation. 
[bookmark: _Int_3wOKvWH6]Secondly, the reasons I had fallen on my father as being the subject of the investigation was based on a few key factors. Firstly, he had a remarkably interesting recount of family history especially in-terms of his recounts and perspectives on his familial nationality. Additionally, it was his in depth understanding of the job occupations of his family history including to be able to describe what these jobs are and the internal functions of these occupations, including the importance of these jobs for his community. Finally, my father was able to describe in streight forward terms the political situation of the period he was apart of and or had learned of including going into how others of his class felt of these important changes. Although with these interesting potential inclusions to my questionnaire come some disadvantages. Of which consisting of despite having very strong knowledge on particular topics he is found to have a struggle remembering specific topics of interest in my questionnaire. Therefore, I proceeded to tailor my questionnaire to best fit the extents to his memory. I did this by leaving out some of the questions he struggled with and or redirecting the topics back to things he could properly touch upon. 
Then I moved on to trying to record the interview I had done with my father which had rounded up to the 30 to 40 minutes mark. Unfortunately, when I was in the process of editing the video down to fit the format size for the download to take place. My file had corrupted leading to a loss of my initial video. However, fortunately for this situation I had kept bullet points of the main discussion questions and answers along with brief summaries of his comments and answers. Therefore, I proceeded to copy down the questions and answers from my notes into word.

These are the notes I had taken of the questionnaire I had conducted on my father.
1. What year were you born?
1978
2. Where were you living when you were growing up?
I was brought up in Swansea near Gowerton at the time.
3. Where did you go to school and did you go to college if so, what did you do in college?
I went to Gowerton Comprehensive School I hadn’t had good greats when I had left school. But I had a strong talent for manual work like construction carpentry and mechanics. So, I went to college to study mechanics, but I didn’t manage to get my full qualifications and ended up working as a carpenter. Until I was picked up by at the time a small roofing company super seal and I was then trained to become a roofer.
4. How long have you been a roofer?
I’ve been working for that same company super seal for 26 years now!
5. Do you know wither you were apart of the upper, middle or lower class when you were growing up?
Me and my family were all apart of the working class when I was growing up. My father was a steel worker in Port talbot steel works as a fitter and turner. My mother had a few jobs over the years ranging from shelf stacker to her longest job being a support teacher in a primary school. 
6. Are all of your Family from Wales?
Well actually no! Me and my sister are nationally Welsh, but your grandfather’s parents were Welsh and English. His father was English and mother was Welsh. They had met during the war (World War II). She was a forklift driver, and he was a soldier coming to Wales home from the War. Your grandmother, her mother was half Greek half Welsh or English. Her mother was a Greek citizen, and her husband was either English or Welsh they had also met after or during the war. 
7. What do you know of your family’s history of occupation?
From what I have learned over my life a many of the men in my family have gone into a trade. Going all the way back to your great great grandfather they have all become tradesman. Starting with me I am of course a trained carpenter and roofer by trade and have done them for my entire life, next is your grandfather who worked for TaTar Steel as what was called a fitter and turner. An extremely skilled mechanic that repaired the machinery that works with the steel.
Next is your great grandfather who was a trades man but is particularly well known for being a sailor during World War II. He was apart of the men who sailed over to save soldiers at Dunkirk. He spent his time working prolifically on fixing and improving his boat internally and externally.
Finally, there is your great great grandfather who was a seasoned tin factory worker during the industrial age of Britain. He did a lot of things as this role such as making product containers, car and boat parts and construction parts and materials. He was a highly skilled metal worker that passed his knowledge onto his son and grandson to pass on through the decades. 
8) While you were growing up what do you feel was a historical moment for you, your family or community?
The event that was not just impactful for my family but families of the working class across Britain was the Margret Thatcher taxes and laws. This is because I have been told stories and have even lived through the tail end of. Of how it was becoming more and more difficult to bring in a stable income for these poor tradesman’s families. How they were being treated like they were exploited and expendable by the government. Including taxing the poorest of our neighbours till they had nothing left. I was even told a powerful story I carry with me to this day that your grandfather had told me.
There was a day your grandfather had come into work and outside the gates of the steelworks which was naturally quiet but pouring outside the gates were hundreds of thousands of men screaming, singing and waving signs high in the air. And at first your grandfather was scared thinking the men were going to trample over him or his car especially after seeing some of the men jumping over and even attempting to break the security fence. So, in a panic he jumped back into his car but then. The men proceeded to create room for the car to pull out and leave. Some even knocking on his window and talking to him about the protest in addition to offering to help him move his car away from the crowd ways. They had known him from his time travelling around the facility working closely with all the workmen around the facility over the years. And he returned home until the strikes had passed. Refusing to work till better rights and wages had been achieved. 
9) Through out your lifetime what do you think was the most remarkable invention you witnessed? 
By all means for me personally it has always been the invention of the at home console or computer. Our lives went from board games and sports to actual moving parts and pieces on a screen you get to control. Which really impacted my life most definitely especially with the invention of the at home console. And I would even go as far to say it affected the way we dressed as well! People started wearing more colourful fun pop clothing with pictures of the games and films and bands we all loved. And being able to do such things as get things delivered to your house and have fun without even having to get up and run for hours definitely affected practically everything!

[bookmark: _Int_jkWPWE6d][bookmark: _Int_7emRNhoX]The goal of this final piece is to summarise the results of the questionnaire. Then analyse the results and make a commentary to what the history of these subjects are including how accurate the accounts are to factual history. Finally discuss what can be learned from the process of capturing an interview-based history coming from a specific perspective including what the potential downsides are in-terms of this type of historical research.
[bookmark: _Int_PbIjKJBx][bookmark: _Int_YrwNCKC8][bookmark: _Int_JcgK4pF3][bookmark: _Int_f3FLrzjG]Firstly, the questionnaire on my father primarily consisted of a mix of getting to know him personally. Such as by getting to know his familial history including their social status, occupations, and nationality. This is because this will give a deeper understanding of where the recount of a historical event is coming from in addition to how they relate to that period. Also, it provides an understanding of where the individual may align in-terms of his views or opinions on others and culturally the social developments he was witnessed to during his time. Another part of the interview was asking about the social, political, and even technological developments he had experienced personally during the course of his life. This is where the historical content gets to be developed, by asking these questions with the added context of where he is coming from with these retellings especially being so personal. Allows it to paint a specific picture of the developments of the world around the person and how they reacted and or felt about said developments. In addition to possibly be a representation of how others in the same position may have felt about these rapidly changing times and push for better technology and political change during the 80’s and 90’s. With these goals in mind, I pressed him on issues such as the politics and policy’s he felt were the most impactful on his everyday life when he was growing up. Including what he remembered to be the biggest development of technology for his time that had the most affect on the community around him. 
[bookmark: _Int_DTQ9O7GK][bookmark: _Int_yVWKyEuQ][bookmark: _Int_OkfUX0mH][bookmark: _Int_cD3HoNH8]Considering my fathers interview had primarily revolved around his personal experience and perspective of his lifetime experiences besides a few questions there is not much to comment on factually. However, one of the questions which did consist of political policy and leadership especially in regard to the Margret Thatcher administration. He spoke in great detail about a strike that had occurred in the steelworks although it seemed he hadn’t mentioned where this strike had occurred or when. Therefore, I had began to do research to find out what strike he was referring to and how accurate his account was. From what I had found he was referring to the 1980 steel strike. Where workers demanded better wages to support themselves and their families amid rising taxes for the working classes. This strike had lasted for approximately 14 weeks of which workers had their hours and pay packets cut. Though my father was correct in terms of the overall happening of the strike it had missed some key details of the fundamental event such as the prior context, goal of the strike and the overall outcome.
[bookmark: _Int_bLyGCBA7]Finally, the pros of this study method I have personally found present in my study one being able to know how the people in the event are feeling during every point of the event happening. Whereas using other methods such as studying textbooks struggle to accurately confirm the experiences of the people of the event lay alone get personal exposure to the emotional impact of reliving the events firsthand. Secondly, you get to know the people who have experienced these events personally by getting personal 1 to 1 account of the persons upbringing, family life and overall life story. As mentioned previously this builds a larger picture to what kind of perspective historians are getting, they’re recounting from and what kind of biases and or focus points the subject may have in a recounting of history. 
[bookmark: _Int_ubgv9wT8][bookmark: _Int_EBZwL56P][bookmark: _Int_S7VMnvnw][bookmark: _Int_H7JCgI1j]Although, despite there being benefits to the 1 to 1 method of analysis of a historical event there are also problems that have to be addressed. Most prominently the most common issue found with this approach being the possibility of gaps in memory and missing information. Prominently because this retelling is coming from 1 individual’s experience of the event especially hinging on the the individuals age, proximity, and personal affects of the event on the person themselves. This can contribute to the individual recount being potentially strained and or incomplete or at worst embellished and or exaggerated which could intern contaminate the actual history being remembered and retold. Additionally, a gross lack of diversity this is because 1 person has only the capability’s of providing the perspective of 1 type of person lacking any form of perspective thinking which starves the entire history of its well-known silver linings and or grey areas of perspective. Further strengthening the idea of black and white thinking that encourages others to think that events can only be seen as all good or all bad. Especially in the professional world of history pushing this form of ideals is counter intuitive for the subject as a whole and starves the subject of any kind of critical discussion or development. 
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