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AIM

To provide students with an understanding of the concept of sustainability and sustainable development and the application of the concept within cultural, economic, environmental, social and political frameworks.
LEARNING OUTCOMES

By the end of this module, students should be able to:

1. demonstrate an understanding of the changes in society that have resulted in the need for a sustainable approach to development;

2. evaluate the environmental and sustainability issues associated with specific sectors such as agriculture, tourism and business;

3. critically appraise the delivery of ‘sustainable’ products and services;

4. apply the knowledge and understanding gained to planning and development in a regional setting, examining the subsequent economic implications.
This is an indication of what we will be looking at week by week – further details of each week can be found on Moodle.

	Week
	Topic
	Notes

	SEMESTER 1

	1
	Introduction to Module and Assessment
	

	2
	Introduction to Sustainable Development
	

	3
	Moodle exercise – pyramid game
	

	4
	Pillars of Sustainability 1
	

	5
	Group Work
	

	6
	Pillars of Sustainability 2
	

	7
	What is Sustainable Tourism?
	

	8
	Sustainable Tourism Task
	

	9
	Fieldwork
	

	10
	Case Study – The Struggle for Sustainable Tourism
	Assignment 1 hand in

	11
	Case Study: Ecotourism in the Amazon
	

	CHRISTMAS BREAK

	SEMESTER 2

	1
	Assignment 1 Feedback
	

	2
	Sustainable Energy
	

	3
	Sustainable Energy Video Case Study
	

	4
	Globalisation – Case Study Bhutan
	

	5
	Sustainable Business
	

	6
	Directed Reading – Sustainable Agriculture
	

	7
	Developing a means to assess sustainability
	

	8
	Project tutorials
	

	9
	Project tutorials
	

	EASTER BREAK

	10
	Project Preparation
	

	11
	Fieldwork Project Presentations
	Assignment 2 hand in


SBUS5014 Sustainability
Reading and Resources
Some reading will be provided on Moodle as part of your module and a recommended bibliography is listed below.  However, this list is not exhaustive and you should also undertake additional reading sourced from Journals.  In addition to the journals listed below which are available in the library, there are a range of online resources available for this module – both journals and e-books, for which you should ensure you have your Athens password.
Essential

Baker, S. (2006) Sustainable Development, London: Routledge.

Dresner, S. (2002) Principles of Sustainability.  London: Earthscan. 

Hall, D. and Richards, G. (2000) Tourism and Sustainable Community Development, London: Routledge.
Recommended

Barton, H. (ed.) (2000) Sustainable Communities: The Potential for Eco-neighbourhoods,  London: Earthscan. 

Boyle, G. (2003) Energy Systems and Sustainability,  Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Dodds, F. (ed.) (2000) Earth Summit 2002: A New Deal, London: Earthscan.

Essex, S.J. et al (eds.) (2005) Rural Change and Sustainability: Agriculture, the Environment and Communities,  London: Cabi.

Hill, J. (ed.) (2006) Sustainable Development: National Aspirations, Local Implementation, Aldershot: Ashgate.  

Layard, A. et al (eds.) (2001) Planning for a Sustainable Future.  New York: Spon Press. 

Meadows, D.H., Randers, J and Meadows, D.L. (2004) The Limits to Growth: The 30 Year Update, London: Earthscan.

Mowforth, M. and Munt, I. (2008) Tourism and Sustainability, London: Routledge. Porritt, J. (2005) Capitalism: As if the World Matters,  London: Earthscan. 

Purvis, M. (2004) Exploring Sustainable Development: Geographical Perspectives,  London: Earthscan. 

WCED (1987) Our Common Future, Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Journals

Annals of Tourism Research

Area

Journal of Rural Studies
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ASSESSMENT
There are two elements of assessment for this module, as detailed below.  
Assignment 1: One essay (2500 words)



50%

Assignment 2: One field work related project (2500 words)

50%

Assignment 1  
Essay of 2500 words 
50%

Due Thursday 6th December 2012

Critically evaluate to what extent the principles of sustainable tourism are synonymous with the principles of sustainable development.
	Assessment Criteria
	Learning Outcomes
	%

	Your understanding of the changes in society that have resulted in the need for a sustainable approach to development
	1
	30

	Your critical evaluation of the concept of sustainable tourism and its application within specific contexts
	2, 3, 4
	45

	The accuracy, originality and structure of your essay
	
	10

	Your use of relevant case studies and academic material
	
	15


Assignment 2: Field Work Related Project of 2500 words 50%

Due Thursday 2nd May 2013
Select a business or project and critically analyse to what extent it embraces the principles of sustainability.  The business or project you select may be:

•
A project that labels itself as a sustainable, or one that doesn’t

•
Any scale – from a small family business to a multinational

•
Any location – within Wales, or further afield 

What you will be expected to do:

· Research the project first hand – information gained from literature or from the internet will be good background material, but you must have some first hand information by contacting the project/ business by telephone, in writing or in person

· Relate the work undertaken by the business/ project to theory – how does it address the principles of sustainability – examine each relevant element in turn e.g. environmental impacts, use of local produce, community benefits

· Critically analyse the sustainability of the project – if it labels itself as a sustainable project, is it really?
	Assessment Criteria
	Learning Outcomes
	%

	Background Research and presentation of initial project idea via Moodle discussion forum

	1, 2
	5

	Your development of a checklist of sustainability indicators and submission to Moodle

	3
	15

	Your examination of the project/ organisation and evaluation of the sustainability approach taken by the organisation/ project.
	2,3,4
	25

	Your critical analysis of the degree to which the site responds to sustainability indicators, and the potential for the future
	4
	30

	The accuracy, originality and structure of your report
	
	10

	Your use of relevant fieldwork and academic material
	
	15
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